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joyfully  await  for  the  day  of  Your  coming  to  be  adorned  and 
glorious  in  crowns  of  glory  with  Your  elect.  Both  here  and 
there  may  we  offer  glory  and  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  to 
You,  O  Lord,  and  to  Your  Father  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit, 
now  and  forever. 

Eqbo 

On  the  day  of  your  commemoration,  O  Victorious 
Saint...,  heaven  and  earth  and  all  that  there  is  in  them  are 
rejoicing.  The  children  of  the  Holy  Church  exult  and  are 
exceedingly  glad  and  rejoicing,  and  they  sing  glory  and 
thanksgiving,  crying  out  and  saying:  Blessed  are  You,  O  God 
of  our  fathers. 

Maze’qonootho 

Give  ear,  O  God,  to  my  prayer,  and  attend  to  the  voice  of 
my  supplication.  (Psalm  36:6)  On  behalf  of  the  sick  and  the 
afflicted,  the  poor  and  the  distressed,  the  orphans  and  the 
widows,  and  that  the  Lord  may  cause  His  great  peace  and 
tranquility  to  dwell  among  His  people,  His  church  and  His 
flock.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World. 

See  page  387 

The  celebrant  blesses  the  clergy ,  the  deacons  and  the 
congregation  with  the  sign  of  the  Cross.  When  the  service  is 
concluded ,  all  those  who  are  present  give  peace  to  one  another 
and  bless  themselves  by  reverently  kissing  the  holy  cross ,  the 
book  of  the  Gospel  and  the  reliquary. 
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faith,  and  who  ask  blessings  of  you.  Accept  the  gifts  which 
they  have  offered  you,  and  grant  them  their  requests.  On 
account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  South 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  God  will  come  from  the  south,  the  Holy  One 

from  Mount  Faran.  When  he  declared  His  power  in  the  land 
and  was  made  manifest  from  Nazareth  in  the  South,  He  shone 
forth  from  the  holy  mountain,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  David. 
By  the  power  of  His  divinity,  He  illuminated  the  whole  world 
when  He  appeared  from  the  land,  the  Blessed  Virgin’s  corpo¬ 
real  bosom.  Thus  He  gladdened  the  whole  habitable  earth  by 
His  incomprehensible  light.  He  made  His  truth  manifest  in  the 
souls  of  those  who  loved  Him  and  by  His  Victorious  Cross  He 
tore  up  the  heathendom  of  sin.  He  sent  forth  the  truth  of  faith 
in  Him  by  His  holy  disciples  to  the  whole  creation.  By  this 
apostolic  faith,  the  victorious  and  elect  Saint...  became 
exceedingly  glorious.  Therefore  in  the  presence  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth,  the  peoples,  the  nations  and  everyone,  he  was 
praised  and  glorified  because  he  unceasingly  triumphed  and 
preached  the  truth  of  his  Lord  to  everyone,  while  his  mind  and 
intellect  never  rested  or  ceased  from  offering  praise.  Make  us 
worthy,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  adore  Your  life-giving  Cross, 
praise  Your  Blessed  Mother  and  honor  Your  beloved,  the 
thrice  blessed  Saint...  in  spiritual  celebrations.  Let  there  shine 
forth  our  souls  the  truth  of  faith  that  we  may  abound  in  the 
works  of  righteousness.  May  we  flourish  like  the  cultivated 
olive  tree  and  become  triumphant  over  the  foreigners  who  hate 
us.  May  we  rebuke  the  destructive  passions  of  sin  and  prosper 
in  the  angelic  life.  May  we  succeed  in  overcoming  the  entice¬ 
ments  of  the  adversary  by  the  works  of  virtue,  and  may  we 
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quished  the  high  mountains  of  sin  which  are  typified  by  the 
mountains  of  the  North,  and  uprooted  the  darkness  of  sin 
from  the  whole  earth.  He  sent  forth  His  divine  fire  into  the 
four  quarters  of  the  creation.  The  same  holy  fire  was  kindled 
and  inflamed  in  the  heart  of  the  excelling  in  grace,  Saint..., 
and  his  soul,  a  holy  city,  shone  forth  like  fire  in  her  devotion 
to  Christ,  until  she  was  devoured  by  His  love,  eagerly  desiring 
His  fellowship.  Therefore,  she  followed  Him  and  became  His 
companion.  Grant  to  us,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  be  cleansed 
from  the  defilment  and  the  gloominess  of  sin,  and  may  we  be 
saved  from  the  oppression  of  the  adversary  by  the  prayers  of 
the  Mother  who  bore  You  and  by  the  mighty  power  of  Your 
Cross.  May  we,  O  Lord,  who  today  celebrate  the  memory  of 
Your  beloved  Saint...  on  whose  festival  day  we  venerate  Your 
Cross  and  honor  Your  Blessed  Mother,  be  granted  abounding 
blessings,  abundance  of  good  things,  abolition  of  chastise¬ 
ments  and  forgiveness  of  transgression,  now  and  forever. 

Eqbo 

Rejoice  and  be  glad,  O  Holy  Church,  in  the  remembrance 
of  our  father,  the  chosen,  victorious  and  full  of  grace,  Saint..., 
and  offer  hymns  of  praise  to  Christ,  Who  dwells  in  his  bones, 
and  cry  out  with  joy  and  gladiiess  saying:  Blessed  are  You,  O 
(*od  of  our  fathers. 

Maze’qonootho 

The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm  tree,  and  shall 
grow  like  a  cedar  of  Lebanon.  (Psalm  92:12) 

Arise,  O  holy  man,  Saint...  Bless  those  who  honor  your 
rememberance  in 
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celebrations  and  spiritual  songs  of  praise,  beseeching  You  to 
deliver  us  from  all  injuries  by  the  praters  of  Your  Mother,  the 
Blessed  Virgin  and  those  of  the  servant  of  Your  greatness. 
Grant  to  us  and  bestow  upon  us  prosperous  times  of  well¬ 
being.  We  glorify  You,  now  and  forever. 

Eqbo 

O  pure  and  holy  Virgin,  the  Mother  of  the  Most  High 
God,  who  can  suffice  to  praise  your  true  nature?  You  are 
greater  than  heaven,  and  the  earth  is  too  small  to  honor  you, 
because  the  Son,  Who  was  born  of  you,  is  inscrutable  and 
incomprehensible.  You  are  blessed  among  women  and  blessed 
is  the  Fruit  Who  sprang  forth  from  you. 

Maze’qonootho 

The  king’s  daughter  stands  forth  in  glory  and  the  queen 
stands  at  your  right  hand.  (Psalm  45:9)  On  this  day  of  glad¬ 
ness,  we  beseech  you,  our  Savior,  to  make  Your  peace  and 
tranquility  dwell  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  creation  by  the 
prayer  of  Your  Mother  and  that  of  Your  dearly  beloved 
saint...  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  North 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Mount  Zion  on  the  northern  slopes1,  the  city  of 

the  great  King,  the  Lord,  is  the  Holy  Church,  which  was  saved 
by  the  Blood  that  came  out  from  the  Savior’s  side  and  she, 
who  was  sitting  in  the  black  northern  darkness,  was  excee¬ 
dingly  enlightened  with  the  divine  light.  By  His  birth  from  the 
Virgin  Mary,  He  summoned  and  gathered  the  East  and  the 
West,  the  North  and  the  South,  into  one  guileless  alliance  and 
defeated  the  adversary  who  had  subdued  the  human  race  in  the 
darkness  of  error.  By  His  elevation  on  the  Cross,  He  van- 

1  —  Psalm  48:2 
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Eqbo 

Your  love  constrained  You  to  descend  from  on  high, 
Jesus  our  Victorious, King,  to  endure  on  our  behalf  contempt, 
mocking  and  crucifixion.  By  Your  elevation  on  Golgotha,  You 
delivered  us  by  Your  Cross  from  the  evil  one.  On  account  of 
Your  salvation,  we  praise  You  saying:  You  are  blessed,  O  God 
of  our  fathers. 

Maze’qonootho 

Through  You,  we  will  pierce  our  enemies.  Through  Your 
Name  we  will  tread  upon  those  who  hate  us.  (Psalm  44:5)  May 
the  Cross  of  light,  which  appeared  to  Constantine  in  the  sky, 
by  which  he  believed  and  took  shelter,  vanquishing  his  enemy 
and  the  tyrant  kings,  be  a  stronghold  to  our  churches  and  our 
monasteries.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  West 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Extol  Him  Who  rides  upon  the  heavens,  the 

Lord  is  His  Name.  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  Who  rides  upon  the 
heaven  of  heavens  of  His  majesty1,  unto  the  Lord  Who  left 
behind  His  extolled  position  and  dwelt  in  the  womb  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  as  it  pleased  Him.  By  His  birth  from  the  blessed 
One,  He  enlightened  our  darkness.  By  His  divine  teachings,  he 
illumined  us  and  liberated  our  souls  from  the  darkness  which 
reigns  at  sunset  in  the  West,  and  made  us  steadfast  in  the  path  of 
righteousness  by  the  rising  of  his  sun  in  the  East.  Grant,  O  Lord, 
that  with  gladness  we  may  honor  the  memory  of  Your  Mother 
and  that  of  the  victorious  saint...,  whose  memory  is  being  cele¬ 
brated  today  and  exalted  among  our  congregation  with 

1  —  Psalm  68:4 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  VENERATION  OF  THE  HOLY 
CROSS  WHICH  IS  CELEBRATED  IN  MEMORY  OF  ONE 
OF  THE  SAINTS  OR  FATHERS  OF  THE  HOLY  CHURCH 
IN  THE  CHURCHES  DEDICATED  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

SUCH  A  SAINT  OR  FATHER  OF  THE  CHURCH 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  of  the  blessed  Virgin 
Mary ,  the  celebrant  carries  the  cross,  while  the  others  carry  the 
censer,  the  Gospel,  the  fans  and  the  candles.  The  priest,  who  is 
carrying  the  cross,  shall  say  the  following  prayer  facing  the 
East: 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  The  Only-Begotten  Son  of  the  eternal  Father 

will  cry  out  with  a  loud  voice  from  the  East,  and  like  a  bride¬ 
groom  from  the  bridal  chamber,  will  descend  on  the  last  day 
and  be  revealed  in  the  West.  With  the  Cross,  on  which  He  was 
crucified,  He  will  put  to  shame  and  humilate  the  disbelievers 
who  had  no  faith  in  Him.  Whereas  He  will  honor  His  mother, 
his  victorious  martyrs  and  His  elect  with  spiritual  crowns,  and 
will  glorify  and  revere  the  worshippers  of  His  Cross,  the 
believers  in  His  name  and  those  who  honored  His  Mother  and 
His  beloved  ones.  O  Lord,  make  us  worthy,  as  we  venerate 
and  honor  Your  Cross,  carry  its  reproach  in  our  bodies  and 
souls  and  await  its  appearance  on  Your  coming,  that  we  may 
be  protected  under  its  wings  and  never  be  confounded  in  Your 
sight. 
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Maze’qonootho 

On  behalf  of  the  sick  and  the  oppressed,  the  poor  and  the 
distressed,  the  orphans  and  the  widows,  and  that  His  peace 
and  tranquility  may  reign  over  His  people,  His  Church  and 
His  flock.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World. 

See  page  387 

The  priest  blesses  the  congregation  with  the  sign  of  the 
Cross ,  while  the  clergy ,  the  deacons  and  the  congregation  give 
peace  to  one  another  and  bless  themselves  by  reverently  kissing 
the  cross ,  the  Gospel  and  the  saints'  relics. 
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behalf  and  pray  to  Christ,  Who  shone  forth  from  you,  that  He 
may  remove  from  us  all  afflictions  and  bless  us  with  His  bles¬ 
sings.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  South 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Bless,  O  Lord  God,  the  crops  of  the  year  by 

Your  grace,  by  the  prayer  of  the  Mother  who  bore  You  and 
that  of  Your  saints,  and  by  the  mighty  power  of  Your  victo¬ 
rious  Cross.  Preserve  the  vineyards,  the  seeds,  the  stocks,  the 
fields,  the  harvest  and  the  wine  presses  from  all  afflictions. 
May  there  be  prosperous  crops  and  abundant  provisions  for 
the  poor,  the  distressed,  the  orphans  and  the  widows,  so  that 
when  they  eat  and  are  satisfied  from  Your  bounty,  they  may 
praise  You  unceasingly,  day  and  night.  As  for  us,  who  now 
venerate  and  honor  Your  life-giving  Cross,  and  joyfully  cele¬ 
brate  and  perform  the  feasts  of  Your  Mother  and  those  of 
Your  saints,  taking  refuge  and  shelter  in  her  prayers  and 
theirs,  by  their  intercession  in  our  behalf,  bestow  upon  us,  O 
Lord,  from  Your  rich  treasure,  mercy,  compassion  and  forgi¬ 
veness  of  our  offenses.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanks¬ 
giving,  now  and  forever. 

Eqbo 

The  congregation  of  the  faithful  hohor  your  virginity,  O 
Pure  Mother  and  full  of  goodness,  because  you  mysteriously 
gave  birth  to  the  Word  of  God.  O  you  faithful,  praise  the 
Lord,  thank  Him,  Exalt  Him  and  bless  Him  forever  and  ever. 
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Maze’qonootho 

O  Virgin,  Mother  of  God,  intercede  for  us  to  Your  Only 
Begotten,  that  He  may  grant  to  us,  on  Your  feast,  forgiveness 
of  debts  and  sins,  healing  for  our  sickness  and  preservation  for 
our  possessions.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech,  saying:  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  North 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Grant  to  us,  Christ  our  God,  that  with  a  pure 

soul,  a  clear  mind  and  innocent  intentions,  we  may  celebrate 
and  praise  this  day  of  the  commemoration  of  the  Mother  who 
bore  You,  the  Blessed  Mary,  whose  virginity  You  preserved  at 
Your  birth.  Grant,  by  her  prayers  and  supplications,  rest  to 
the  sick  and  the  afflicted,  deliverance  to  the  oppressed,  pardon 
and  forgiveness  to  sinners,  confidence  to  us  all  on  the  day  of 
judgement  and  compassion  and  mercy  to  the  departed.  To 
You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving  with  Your  Father  and 
Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Eqbo 

You  alone  weacknowledge  to  be  a  virgin  and  mother,  who 
mysteriously  gave  birth  to  the  Word  of  God.  We  beseech  you, 
O  Holy  Mother,  to  be  intercessor  that  by  His  grace,  he  may 
grant  us  forgiveness  of  debts  and  sins,  for  you  alone  have 
confidence  in  His  sight.  On  account  of  this  we  cry  aloud,  O 
Most  High,  Worker  of  miracles,  the  God  of  our  fathers, 
blessed  are  You  and  glorious  forever  and  ever. 

Maze’qonootho 

On  the  day  of  your  commemoration,  O  Mother  of  God, 
Mary  intercede  on  our 
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Virgin  Mary 


Eqbo 

Pure  and  holy  Virgin,  full  of  exalted  and  honorable  grace, 
the  pride  of  all  true  Christians,  most  pure  Mother  of  God,  we 
praise  you  in  truth  and  in  faith,  intercede  on  our  behalf. 

Maze’qonootho 

By  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  by  the  prayer  of  the 
Mother  Who  bore  You,  and  by  the  prayers  of  the  prophets, 
apostles  and  martyrs,  who  pleased  You,  remove  from  us  all 
injuries  and  give  us  times  of  gladness.  On  account  of  this,  we 
beseech,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  West 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  glad,  O  Lord  God,  on  the  day  of  the 

commemoration  of  Your  Mother,  who  bore  You  in  purity  and 
holiness,  that  we  may  celebrate  her  feasts  with  happiness  and 
rejoicing.  Grant  to  us  that,  by  her  holy  and  acceptable  prayers, 
our  sick  and  infirm  be  healed,  our  vineyards  and  harvest  be 
abundant  and  all  our  possessions  be  preserved.  May  peace  be 
multiplied  among  us  and  may  our  iniquities  and  those  of  our 
departed  be  forgiven.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Eqbo 

By  the  prayers  of  the  Mother,  who  bore  You,  the  pure 
Virgin,  full  of  goodness,  remove  from  us  all  afflictions,  rods 
of  wrath  and  all  injuries,  and  grant  to  us  Your  abundant  peace 
and  tranquility,  O  Lover  of  mankind. 


Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

What  shall  I  call  you,  O  daughter  of  David?  I  do  not 
know,  and  what  title  shall  1  give  you,  Mary?  I  am  not  aware.  If 
I  call  you  a  virgin,  behold,  a  son  is  sucking  from  your  breast. 
If  I  call  you  a  mother,  your  virginity  is  preserved.  Therefore,  I 
will  call  you  the  Mother  of  God.  May  the  disputant  scribe, 
who  searches  into  your  motherhood,  be  put  to  shame,  Halle¬ 
luiah.  May  he  who  searches  into  it  to  be  cursed. 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

O  Virgin,  Mother  of  God,  may  your  memory  be  for  a 
blessing.  Grant  the  petitions  of  those  who  are  afar  and  those 
who  are  near.  Grant  health  to  whoever  is  sick.  Ask  comfort 
for  whoever  is  distressed,  and  drive  away  the  evil  one  from 
whomever  he  torments.  By  your  prayer  and  intercession  may 
mercy  be  upon  us,  Halleluiah.  May  your  prayer  assist  us. 

They  go  into  the  sanctuary  and  the  celebrant,  who  is 
carrying  the  cross,  shall  say  the  following  prayer,  facing  the 
East: 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that  with  love 

and  faith,  we  may  honor  the  day  of  the  commemoration  of  the 
holy  Virgin  Mary,  Your  Mother.  By  her  prayers,  deliver  us 
from  all  injuries.  Guard  us  by  the  mighty  power  of  Your 
saving  Cross.  Ward  off  and  cause  to  cease  from  us  all  wars 
and  conflicts.  By  the  supplication  of  Your  Mother  and  those 
of  Your  saints,  forgive  the  iniquities  and  the  sins  that  we  have 
committed  in  Your  sight  and  grant  rest  to  our  departed  in 
Your  heavenly  resting  place.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and 
thanksgiving  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
forever. 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  VENERATION 


OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS  WHICH  IS  CELEBRATED 
ON  THE  FEASTS  OF  THE  BLESSED 
VIRGIN  MARY,  MOTHER  OF  GOD, 

IN  THE  CHURCHES  THAT  ARE  DEDICATED 

TO  HER  MEMORY 

Before  the  conclusion  of  the  Divine  Eucharist ,  following 
the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary ,  the  celebrant  carries  the 
cross,  while  the  others  carry  the  censer,  the  Gospel,  the  fans 
and  candles,  and  proceed  in  a  solemn  procession,  starting 
from  the  northern  door  of  the  sanctuary  and  returning  to  the 
southern  door .  During  the  procession  they  may  chant  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

A  young  maiden  of  the  house  of  David,  whose  name  was 
Mary,  became  the  chariot  which  carried  the  Savior  of  the 
world.  It  seems  to  me  that  she  is  much  greater  than  the  chariot 
which  Ezekiel  saw.  The  chariot  had  rational  faces  and  wheels, 
but  Mary  had  a  mouth  that  sang:  Praise  to  you,  O  Lord,  Hal¬ 
leluiah.  May  her  prayer  assist  us. 
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They  turn  to  the  South. 


Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 
Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity 


on  his  sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 


Then  all  shall  say  the  Lord's  Prayer  which  is  followed 
by  the  service  of  the  Cross. 
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O  how  blessed  I  am,  cried  the  thief  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  Most  High.  Make  me  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  open  the  door 
which  our  Father  Adam  had  closed  in  Paradise.  Halleluiah, 
may  I  enter  into  it  with  confidence  and  cry  out:  Glory  to  You, 
O  Lord. 

The  Blessings  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

The  priest ,  carrying  the  Cross  with  his  hands  and  facing 
the  East ,  shall  say  the  foil  wing: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ!  Who  was  crucified  for  us, 
have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  chidren  of  the 
faithful  church,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ!  Who  was  crucified 
for  us,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  North. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  was  crucified  for  us, 
have  mercy  upon  us. 
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became  the  fruit  of  life  for  Adam  and  all  his  children.  On 
account  of  this,  they  honor  His  Cross  and  cry  out  saying:  You 
are  blessed,  O  God  of  our  fathers. 

Maze’qonootho 

By  waving  the  life-giving  Cross  solemnly  from  east  to 
west  and  from  north  to  south,  the  whole  earth  is  sanctified, 
and  those  who  take  refuge  under  its  arms  will  be  saved  from  all 
the  injuries  of  the  adversary.  And  now  like  the  seal  which  was 
marked  on  the  Israelites’  houses,  may  the  senses  of  our  bodies 
and  souls  be  likewise  sealed  by  it.  On  account  of  this,  we 
beseech  You,  O  Compassionate  Lord,  saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison.  Kyrie  eleison.  Kyrie  eleison. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Dkheeroi  Mbarakhto 

Deacon:  On  the  summit  of  the  Cross  the  Jews  made  a 
wine  press  and  pressed  in  it  the  cluster  of  blessing.  They 
pressed  it,  but  they  did  not  taste  it.  The  Holy  Church  received 
it  and  every  day  she  takes  pleasure  in  it.  Halleluiah,  she  and 
her  children  drink  from  it  and  take  delight  in  it  forever. 

May  the  Cross  which  Constantine  saw  in  the  sky,  and 
which  delivered  him  from  all  attacks,  be  a  stronghold  to  the 
churches  and  the  monasteries  and  to  the  four  corners  of  the 
world.  Halleluiah,  grant  peace,  O  Lord,  to  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world  by  Your  Cross. 

Daniel  the  prophet1  prophesied  in  the  land  of  Babylon 
that  Christ  the  King  shall  be  slain  and  the  Holy  City  Jerusalem 
shall  be  destroyed  because  of  His  slaying.  And  the  Church 
shall  grow  great  by  His  Resurrection. 

Halleluiah,  praise  to  Him  and  to  the  Father,  Who  sent 
Him,  for  He  humbled  Himself  for  our  salvation. 


1  —  Daniel  9:26 
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Maze’qonootho 

By  the  symbol  of  the  cross  Moses  divided  the  sea  for  the 
Israelites;  in  its  likeness  the  serpent  of  bronze  was  lifted  up  for 
healing  from  the  poisonous  snakes,  and  by  the  stretching  out 
of  his  hands  he  conquered  Amalek.  Grant  to  us,  therefore,  O 
our  Savior,  that  by  it  we  may  overcome  the  world  that  rebels 
against  Your  Church  which  was  redeemed  by  the  great  sign  of 
Your  Cross.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech  You,  O  Com- 
passsionate,  saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  South 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Merciful  Lord,  pour  forth  Your  Mercies  on 

the  sheep  of  Your  pastures,  who  are  saved  by  Your  Cross.  O 
Fountain  of  goodness,  forgive  our  offenses  by  Your  compas¬ 
sion.  O  Physician  of  all  the  sick,  heal  our  afflictions  by  Your 
loving-kindness.  O  Treasure  of  benefits,  enrich  our  poverty 
from  Your  rich  treasures.  O  Good  Shepherd,  Who  gave  up 
Himself  for  His  sheep  that  He  might  gather  them  from  the  fall 
in  sin,  deliver,  O  Lord,  our  minds  from  erring  and  infirmity. 
Gather  us  in  Your  holy  habitation.  O  Heavenly  sacrifice,  Who 
wrought  salvation  for  our  souls  by  His  Person,  purify  our 
souls  and  bodies  from  the  defilement  of  sin  and  make  white 
our  stains  with  Your  pure  hyssop,  that  we  may  thank  Your 
grace,  worship  Your  compassion  and  praise  Your  loving¬ 
kindness  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  spirit,  now  and 
forever. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacon:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Canon 

Deacon:  Because  our  father  Adam  stretched  out  his 
hand  and  plucked  the  fruit  in  Eden,  our  Lord  stretched  out 
His  hands  on  top  of  Golgotha  and 
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and  receives  full  victory.  To  Him,  Who  was  crucified  on  you, 
she  cries  out:  Have  compassion,  O  Lord,  on  Your  people  and 
do  not  neglect  your  inheritance.  On  account  of  this,  we 
beseech  You,  O  Compassionate  Lord,  saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  North 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Token  of  life,  by  which  we  have  come  to 

know  God,  O  Holy  Cross,  by  which  we  bless  the  four  quarters 
of  the  earth,  on  which  was  nailed  the  Word  of  God,  the  Son  of 
the  Father,  Who  was  seen  in  the  flesh  and  Who  redeemed  us 
from  sin,  death  and  Satan.  Now  the  Holy  Church  offers  glory, 
crying  thrice  holy  to  you,  O  Immortal  One,  Who  was  crucified 
for  us.  By  your  seal,  which  we  have  received,  we  cross  our¬ 
selves  thrice.  May  Your  image  be  a  stronghold  for  our  help 
against  all  those  who  hate  Your  truth.  By  Your  Cross,  may  we 
be  delivered  from  all  harm  of  soul  and  body,  from  wicked  and 
vicious  men  and  from  vain  glory.  We  glorify  You  with  Your 
Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Canon 

Deacon:  O  thrice  blessed  wood,  on  you  the  King  of  the 
world  and  the  Lord  of  the  universe  was  stretched  out;  by  you 
was  cast  out  the  evil  one,  which  deceived  us  on  the  tree;  by  you 
the  hostile  enemy  was  overcome  through  God,  Who  was 
stretched  out  in  flesh  on  you  and  Who  granted,  by  His  mer¬ 
cies,  His  great  tranquility  and  His  peace  to  our  souls. 
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They  turn  to  the  West 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Prayer 

Priest:  We  worship,  O  Lord,  Your  Cross  and  under  its 

arms  we  are  protected.  We  have  taken  refuge  in  its  dominion 
and  have  driven  away  the  devil  by  its  power.  By  it  we  have 
received  the  sign  of  baptism  and  have  inherited  sonship.  By  it 
we  have  put  off  the  garments  of  sin  and  put  on  the  robes  of  the 
Spirit.  By  it  we  have  fulfilled  the  Holy  Sacraments  and  have 
depicted  the  image  of  Your  clemency.  By  it  we  have  gained 
new  life  that  has  no  ending  and  have  entered  into^garden  of 
light  as  You  have  promised  us.  And  by  it  we  have  cast  out  the 
cloud  that  was  in  the  air  and  have  dwelt  with  the  angels.  The¬ 
refore,  on  the  day  of  its  discovery,  we  have  honored  it  and  to 
Your  Lordship  we  have  offered  praise,  beseeching  the  aid  of 
Your  loving-kindness,  now  and  forever. 

Canon 

Deacon:  By  the  exaltation  of  the  Cross,  which  was 
sprinkled  with  the  Blood  of  the  Word  of  God  Who  took  flesh, 
the  heavenly  powers  and  ranks  sang  praise  and  rejoiced  in  the 
festival  by  which  the  whole  human  race  was  redeemed.  O 
Nations,  offer  worship  to  the  great  Savior  of  the  Cross  by 
Whom  the  world  found  new  life.  Let  us  praise  always  and 
forever  and  ever. 

Maze’qonootho 

In  you  the  Holy  Church,  the  betrothed  of  the  Most 
High  Lord,  takes  pride  by  Your  sign,  she  and  her  children 
are  sealed;  by  you,  she  is  delivered  from  the  guiles  of  the 
evil  one,  her  enemy;  and  by  You,  she  pierces  her  enemy 
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Antiphon 

Deacon:  Moses,  the  prophet,  fashioned  the  Cross  by  his 
staff  as  he  firmly  struck  and  divided  the  Red  Sea  for  Israel  to 
pass  over  by  foot,  and  when  he  lifted  up  his  hand  again  on 
Pharoah  and  his  chariots,  he  gathered  and  joined  the  waters. 
And  thus,  by  lifting  up  his  hands  on  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  sea,  he  typified  the  invincible  armor  of  the  Cross.  On 
account  of  this,  we  praise  Christ  our  God  for  He  is  glorious. 

The  celebrant  carries  the  Cross,  turns  to  the  East,  waves  it 
and  says  the  following  prayer: 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Arise,  O  Lord,  for  our  help  with  the  armor  of 

Your  salvation.  Grant  to  us  victory  by  the  power  of  Your  right 
hand,  and  make  us  worthy  to  worship  Your  Cross  with  conti¬ 
nuous  rejoicing,  and  to  receive  it  with  spiritual  holiness  and 
purity  and  to  praise  and  worship  You  with  Your  Father  and 
Your  Holy  Spirit. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Canon 

Deacon:  When  Moses  mystically  fashioned  the  Cross,  he 
clearly  typified  to  the  Israelites  the  symbol  of  Your  life-giving 
Passion.  When  he  stood  between  Aaron  and  Hur  on  the 
mountain,  he  was  clothed  with  the  form  of  the  Cross  of  light 
by  stretching  out  his  hands,  and  thus  he  raised  the  banner  of 
victory  by  which  he  conquered  the  power  of  Amalek,  the  hos¬ 
tile  adversary  of  truth.  On  account  of  this,  we  praise  the  King 
Who  is  honered  above  all,  because  He  is  glorious. 

Mazeqonootho 

Have  compassion,  O  Lord,  upon  Your  people  and  have 
mercy  upon  the  sheep  of  Your  flock,  and  exalt  the  horn  of  the 
Christians  by  the  great  sign  of  Your  Cross.  On  account  of  this, 
we  beseech  You,  O  Compassionate  Lord,  saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 
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Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity... 

Emmanuel,  God,  was  hung  upon  the  Cross,  the  Son  of 
God  Almighty  bent  His  head  and  died.  Only  His  Spirit 
departed  on  the  wood,  while  His  divine  Substance  never 
departed  from  His  body.  He  left  His  human  life,  but  not  the 
eternal  one.  The  Jews  shall  feel  sorry  for  having  crucified  the 
Most  High.  Halleluiah,  woe  to  them  forever. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

O  Son,  Who,  by  Your  Cross,  delivered  Your  Church 
from  error, 

Grant  to  her  Your  peace  and  keep  her  children  by  the 
Cross  of  light. 

May  the  peace,  which  reconciled  the  heavenly  hosts  and 
the  dwellers  on  earth,  bring  peace  to  Your  Church  and  keep 
her  children  by  the  Cross  of  light. 

The  Wood  of  the  Cross  went  up  from  Jerusalem, 

and  was  honored  in  all  the  places  through  which  it  passed. 

King  Constantine  heard  that  the  Cross  had  arrived, 

and  he  took  with  him  his  army  and  went  out  to  meet  it. 

He  saw  the  Cross  and  bowed  his  head  and  worshipped 
before  it, 

and  he  stretched  out  his  hands  and  raised  his  voice  in 
praise. 

1  thank  You,  O  Son  of  God,  Who  has  given  me  the  Cross, 

that  by  it  I  may  fight  against  the  power  of  the  adversary. 

Glory  to  the  Father,  Who  hid  the  Cross  from  the  oppres¬ 
sors,  worship  to  the  Son,  Who  revealed  it  and  showed  it  to 
Constantine. 

Thanksgiving  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  handed  it  down  to 
us  by  Helen,  under  its  arms  keep  us,  O  Loro,  from  all  harm. 

By  the  mercy  which  showed  compassion  to  the  thief  on 
the  right  hand,  have  compassion  on  us  also,  O  Son  of  God, 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 
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Sedro 

Christ  our  Lord,  when  You  saw  our  human  race  had 
become  worn  out  in  sin,  You  were  hung  on  the  Cross  by  Your 
mercy  in  order  to  save  us  and  deliver  us  who  were  sinners  and 
miserable.  On  account  of  this,  we  venerate  Your  Holy  Cross, 
saying:  The  Cross  is  an  armor  which  never  fails,  the  Cross  is  a 
wall  which  never  falls,  the  Cross  scattered  the  people,  the 
Cross  gathered  the  nations,  the  Cross  put  unbelievers  to 
shame,  the  Cross  crowned  the  martyrs,  the  Cross  reconciled 
the  heavenly  hosts  with  the  dwellers  on  earth.  Therefore,  O 
Lord,  by  Your  Cross  wash  our  guilt,  by  Your  Cross  forgive 
our  shortcomings,  by  Your  Cross  keep  our  churches  and  by 
Your  Cross  exalt  our  monasteries.  Make  us  worthy  to  worship 
You  on  the  day  of  Your  revelation  from  heaven,  and  may  we 
be  protected  under  the  arms  of  Your  cross.  To  You  we  offer 
glory  and  thanksgiving  with  Your  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
now  and  forever.  Amen. 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

From  Rome1,  the  capital,  to  Jerusalem  came  Helen  the 
Queen  to  worship  the  Cross.  She  took  hold  of  the  Jews  and 
said  to  them:  Come  and  show  me  the  place  of  the  Cross.  They 
answered  her  saying:  We  have  an  elder,  if  you  take  hold  of  him 
he  will  show  you  the  place  where  is  laid,  Halleluiah,  the  Cross 
of  Christ. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

May  the  pure  and  holy  Cross,  which  the  victorious  Cons¬ 
tantine  saw,  by  which  he  conquered  his  enemies,  be  a  strong¬ 
hold  and  a  keeper  to  the  Holy  Church  and  all  her  children. 
And  by  it  may  they  be  protected  from  the  evil  one  who  fights 
against  them,  and  by  it  may  they  conquer  the  adversary  with 
all  his  powers.  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 


1  —  Rome,  here  refers  to  Byzantium,  (Constantinople)  the  capital  of  the  eastern 
Roman  Empire.  Since  after  A.D.  313,  Christianity  had  become  the  official 
religion  of  the  Empire.  See  «Edessa,  The  Blessed  City»  by  J.B.  Segal,  pages 
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By  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  prayer  of 
Mary,  who  bore  You,  make  Your  peace  and  tranquility  to 
dwell  in  the  four  quarters  of  creation. 

Blessed  is  He  Who  made  the  Cross  a  ladder  for  Adam’s 
children  by  which  those  of  old  times,  the  prophets,  the 
apostles  and  the  martyrs  ascended. 

The  Cross  had  conquered,  the  Cross  conquers  and  the 
Cross  will  conquer  the  adversary.  May  the  Cross  be  a  strong¬ 
hold  to  all  who  profess  the  Cross. 

The  Cross  reigns  in  heaven,  the  Cross  reigns  on  earth. 
May  the  Cross  be  a  stronghold  to  the  churches  and  the 
monasteries. 

May  the  Cross  of  light  which  was  revealed  to  Constantine 
in  the  sky  be  a  high  wall  to  the  churches  and  monasteries. 

We  will  not  fear  the  evil  one  because  the  Lord  is  with  us. 
We  are  wearing  His  strong  armor  and  we  are  proud  of  it. 

In  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  we  take  refuge  every  day, 
for  it  delivers  us  from  the  evil  one  and  makes  us  inherit  the 
heavenly  kingdom. 

May  He  Who  carried  His  Cross  on  His  shoulder  and  went 
forth  from  Zion,  sprinkle  the  dew  of  mercy  upon  the  bones  of 
the  departed. 

May  the  promise  which  the  thief  on  the  summit  of  the 
Cross  received  from  You,  be  received  by  the  departed  who 
have  believed  in  the  Trinity. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Savior  Who  made  His  Cross  a 

stronghold  for  His  Church  and  gav^reproach  an  object  of 
pride  to  His  betrothed;  to  Whom  is  due  glory,  honor  and 
worship  at  this  time  of  the  finding  of  the  Cross  and  at  all  fes¬ 
tivals,  times,  seasons,  hours  and  all  the  days  of  our  lives. 

Deacons:  Amen. 
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When  King  Constantine  heard  that  the  living  Cross  had 
arrived,  he  joyfully  went  out  to  meet  it  and  bowed  himself 
reverently  before  it. 

By  Your  Cross  everything  was  made  new;  by  Your  Cross 
everything  was  reconciled;  by  Your  Cross  everything  was  con¬ 
firmed  and  by  Your  Cross  everything  was  made  perfect. 

Glory  to  You,  O  worshipped  Son.  Praise  be  to  Your  invi¬ 
sible  Father  thanksgiving  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  May  mercy  and 
compassion  be  upon  us. 

Now  they  stand  befor  the  altar  and  start  the  service  as 
follows: 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Lord  of  heavenly  peace  and  natural  love, 

Who  reconciled  heaven  and  earth  and  all  therein  by  His  Cross, 
bring  to  an  end,  O  Lord,  wrath  from  this  country  and  deliver 
the  world  and  its  inhabitants  from  all  violent  disturbances  by 
Your  Crucifixion  on  their  behalf,  O  Son  of  God,  Who  suf¬ 
fered  for  our  salvation.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  praise  with 
Your/hnd  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Ptdk*  They  shall  say  Psalm  51. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Sleebo  Otho  D’Shaino 

Deacons:  The  Cross  is  the  token  of  peace,  the  Cross  is  the 
symbol  of  victory.  We  glorify  the  Cross  by  which  we  are 
saved. 

In  the  camp  of  the  Israelites,  the  serpent  of  bronze  was 
lifted  up,  being  the  figure  and  surety  of  the  life-giving  Cross. 

By  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  prayer  of  the 
mother  who  bore  You,  bring  to  an  end  and  abolish  from  us  the 
afflictions  and  rods  of  wrath. 


•  « 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  FESTIVAL  OF  THE  FINDING 
OF  THE  CROSS  WHICH  FALLS 
ON  THE  FOURTEENTH  OF  SEPTEMBER 

The  Cross  is  to  be  placed  on  a  stand  before  the  altar.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary , 
during  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  the  priest  carries 
the  Cross  while  the  other  clergy  and  the  deacons  carry  candles, 
the  fans,  the  Gospel,  the  saints'  relics  and  the  censer.  They 
now  proceed  in  a  solemn  procession,  starting  from  the  nor¬ 
thern  door  of  the  sanctuary  and  ending  at  the  southern  door. 
During  the  procession  they  shall  sing  the  following: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Haw  Dasleebeh  A’l  Kathfeh 

Heaven  and  earth  rejoice  on  the  day  of  the  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  Cross,  and  sing  glory  and  praise  to  Him  Who  was 
crucified  in  the  flesh. 

Constantine,  the  victorious,  saw  the  sign  of  the  Cross  of 
light  and  he  honored  it  in  all  the  places  as  far  as  the  fortified 
Rome.1 

In  the  morning,  Constantine  called  his  counselors  and 
told  them  how  the  wonderous  sign  of  the  Cross  appeared  to 
him. 

In  the  morning,  Helen,  the  king’s  mother,  went  out  from 
Rome1  with  armies  and  horses  and  traveled  to  Jerusalem. 

Helen  took  the  Cross  of  light  from  Jerusalem  and 
honored  it  in  all  the  places  as  far  as  blessed  Rome. 

1  —  Rome  here  refers  to  Byzantium  or  Constantinople. 
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of  Your  grace.  Turn  not  away  from  us  the  goodness  of  Your 
assistance,  but  rather  fill  our  hearts  with  power,  wisdom, 
purity  and  holiness  from  You.  Make  us  worthy,  by  Your 
loving-kindness  and  Your  grace,  to  become  pure  shrines  for 
Your  ministry  and  holy  temples  for  the  dwelling  of  Your 
glory,  so  that  when  we  are  proven  to  be  clean  and  undefiled  in 
Your  presence,  we  may  raise  up  glory  and  thanksgiving  and 
offer  prostrate  adoration  to  You,  O  Spirit  Comforter  and  the 
Sanctifier  of  our  souls,  and  to  the  Father  from  Whom  You 
proceed,  and  to  the  Son  from  Whose  own  You  take,  now  and 
forever. 

The  priest  cries  out  saying:  Stand  up  by  the  power  of 
God. 

They  all  stand  up  reverently  and  the  priest  sprinkles  the 
altar,  the  clergy,  the  deacons  and  the  congregation  as  in  the 
fisrt  and  second  services,  while  one  of  the  deacons  shall  say  the 
following: 

Antiphon 

We  acknowledge  that  by  the  Spirit  Comforter,  we  have 
learned  to  offer  a  proper  worship  to  the  Holy  Trinity.  For  God 
is  Spirit,  and  those  who  worship  Him  must  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth. 

Hoothomo 

Priest:  Lord  God,  the  Spirit  Comforter,  grant  to  our 

souls  absolution  and  to  our  bodies  purification.  Grant  that  we 
may  keep  in  ourselves  Your  divine  gifts  and  offer  You  conti¬ 
nually  pure  worship  all  the  days  of  our  lives.  Make  us  pure 
shrines  for  Your  glory  and  for  the  dwelling  of  Your  glorious 
divinity.  Let  us  cry  out  and  say  three  times. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 


All  shall  kneel  in  their  respective  places.  The  clergy,  the 
deacons  and  the  congregation  shall  say  Kyrie  eleison  until  the 
celebrant  concludes  the  following  inaudible  prayer. 

Inaudible  Prayer 

We  worship  You  our  Lord  God,  the  Comforter  Holy 
Spirit,  You  Who  proceed  from  the  Father  and  take  of  the 
Son’s  own,  and  are  worshipped,  glorified  and  professed  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son.  You  Who  of  old,  did  mysteriously 
operate  the  diversities  of  the  mysteries  through  the  prophets, 
and  now,  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues,  You  descended  upon 
the  holy  apostles  and  miraculously  cleansed  and  enkindled 
their  minds  and  their  tongues  and  thus  putting  to  an  end  and 
causing  to  cease  from  them  the  shameful  turbulence  of  the 
passions.  You  showed  the  unlearned  and  the  unskilled  to  be 
wise  men  and  teachers  of  the  whole  creation,  and  to  them  You 
revealed  and  made  known  the  hidden  things  of  your  wisdom 
and  the  mysterious  ways  of  Your  knowledge.  And  in  the  like¬ 
ness  of  mighty  and  fiery  visions,  You  descended  upon  each 
one  of  them.  And  by  the  power  of  Your  flaming  divine  nature 
You  fulfilled  them  and  made  them  perfect.  Therefore,  at  this 
hour  of  Your  glorious  descent,  we  bow  down  our  faces  to  the 
floor  kneeling  because  we  cannot  endure  Your  honorable 
divine  countenance  and  by  doing  this,  we  acknowledge  that  we 
have  gained  and  learned  by  You  to  offer  worship  to  You  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.  On  this  account,  we  beseech  and  entreat 
You,  at  this  time  of  Your  glorious  festival  that  You  continually 
abide  in  us  and  that  Your  divine  operation  be  always  shown  in  us 
in  word,  deed,  conduct  and  in  all  good  and  perfect  works.  May 
we  not,  because  of  our  sins  and  transgressions,  be  deprived 
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from  Himself,  but  what  He  hears  He  will  speak;  and  He  will 
make  known  to  you  things  which  are  to  come  in  the  future.  He 
will  glorify  Me,  because  He  will  take  of  my  own  and  show  it  to 
you.  Everything  that  My  Father  has  is  mine,  this  is  the  reason 
why  I  told  you  that  He  will  take  of  My  own  and  show  it  to  you. 
(John  16:1-15)  Peace  be  to  all  of  you.  + 

The  deacon  shall  say  the  following  litany:  Let  us  stand  in 
modesty  diligently  and  with  voices  pleasing  unto  God  answer, 
saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Deacon:  You,  Who  descended  today,  in  the  likeness  of 
fiery  tongues,  upon  the  holy  apostles  and  made  them  perfect 
by  divine  gifts,  You  Who  were  brilliantly  revealed  and  made 
known  to  be  consubstantial  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  make 
us  also  worthy  of  receiving  the  richness  of  Your  divine  gifts. 
We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Deacon:  You,  Who  showed  the  unlettered  fishermen  to 
be  knowledgeable  in  the  divine  wisdom  and  they  preached  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel  in  the  whole  world.  May  we  also  be 
shown  pure  vessels  and  befitting  abodes  for  Your  divine  gifts. 
We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Deacon:  You,  Who  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  day  of 
Your  coming,  O  God  the  Comforter  Spirit,  did  abolish  the 
sentence  of  judgement  that  was  decreed  upon  us,  that  My 
Spirit  shall  not  dwell  in  man  forever  because  of  our  sins.  You, 
Who  fulfilled  the  Son’s  promise  and  made  wise  and  enligh¬ 
tened  the  apostles  make  us  worthy  by  this  our  proper  worship 
to  break  all  the  snares  and  guiles  of  the  deceitful  evil  one. 
We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison.  Kyrie  eleison.  Kyrie  eleison. 

One  of  the  deacons  shall  say  in  a  loud  voice :  Let  us 
beseech  the  Lord  and  kneel  down 
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the  Holy  Spirit,  Whom  My  Father  will  send  in  My  name,  will 
teach  you  everything,  and  remind  you  of  everything  which  I 
tell  you.  Peace  I  leave  with  you;  My  own  peace  I  give  you;  not 
as  the  world  gives,  I  give  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled 
and  do  not  be  afraid.  (John  14:25-27)  But  when  the  Comforter 
comes,  Whom  I  will  send  to  you  from  My  Father,  the  Spirit  of 
truth  Who  proceeds  from  My  Father,  He  will  testify  concer¬ 
ning  Me.  And  you  also  will  testify  because  you  have  been  with 
me  from  the  beginning.  (John  15:26-27)  I  have  spoken  these 
things  to  you  so  that  you  may  not  stumble.  For  they  will  put 
you  out  of  their  synagogues,  and  the  hour  will  come  that 
whoever  kills  you  will  think  that  he  is  making  an  offering  to 
God.  And  these  things  they  will  do  because  they  have  not 
known  My  Father  nor  Me.  I  have  spoken  these  things  to  you 
that  when  their  time  does  come,  you  may  remember  them,  and 
that  I  told  you.  And  these  things  I  did  not  tell  you  before 
because  I  was  with  you.  But  now  I  am  going  to  Him  Who  sent 
Me,  and  yet  no  one  of  you  asks  Me,  Where  are  You  going?  But 
because  I  told  you  these  things,  sorrow  has  come  and  filled 
your  hearts.  But  I  tell  you  the  truth,  it  is  better  for  you  that  I 
should  go  away;  For  if  I  do  not  go  away,  the  Comforter  will 
not  come  to  you,  but  if  I  should  go,  I  will  send  Him  to  you  and 
when  He  comes,  He  will  rebuke  the  world  concerning  sin, 
concerning  righteousness  and  concerning  judgement;  concer¬ 
ning  sin  because  they  do  not  believe  in  Me,  concerning  righ¬ 
teousness,  because  I  go  to  My  Father  and  you  will  not  see  Me 
again,  concerning  judgement,  because  the  leader  of  this  world  has 
been  judged.  Again,  I  have  many  other  things  to  tell  you,  but  you 
cannot  grasp  them  now.  But  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  He 
will  guide  you  into  all  the  truth,  for  He  will  not  speak 


Pentecost 


once  you  were  pagans,  and  without  exception  you  were  carried 
away  by  dumb  idols.  Therefore  I  want  you  to  understand  that 
no  man  speaking  by  the  Spirit  of  God  calls  Jesus  accursed;  and 
that  no  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord  but  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  there  is  only  one  Spirit. 
And  there  are  diversities  of  ministries,  but  there  is  only  one 
Lord.  And  there  are  diversities  of  powers,  but  there  is  the  one 
God  Who  works  all  things  in  all  men.  But  the  manifestion  of 
the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to  help  him.  For  to  one  is  given 
by  the  Spirit  the  word  of  wisdom;  to  another  the  word  of 
knowledge  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  another  faith  by  the  same 
Spirit;  to  another  gifts  of  healing  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  ano¬ 
ther  the  working  of  miracles;  to  another  prophecy;  to  another 
the  means  to  distinguish  the  true  Spirit;  to  another  different 
languages;  to  another  the  interpretation  of  languages.  But  all 
of  these  gifts  are  wrought  by  that  one  and  the  same  Spirit, 
dividing  to  every  one  severally  as  He  will.  For  as  the  body  is 
one  and  has  many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  the  body 
even  though  many,  are  of  one  body,  so  also  is  Christ.  For  all 
of  us  are  baptized  by  one  Spirit  into  one  body,  whether  Jews 
or  Arameans,  whether  bond  or  free;  and  we  have  all  received 
through  the  one  Spirit.  Barekhmore. 

Hulolo 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  May  the  Holy  Spirit 
come  down  and  rest  upon  everyone  of  you,  Halleluiah. 

Thurifer:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  John. 

I  have  spoken  these  things  to  you  while  I  am  with  you. 
But  the  Comforter, 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

The  Comforter  Holy  Spirit  came  down  to  the  innocent 
company  of  the  disciples.  He  taught  them  the  Glorious  Mystery 
in  the  tongues  of  all  the  nations  and  gave  them  authority  to 
forgive  offenses  and  sins  and  to  heal  all  sicknesses  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Etro 

Priest:  O  Lord  our  God,  the  Comforter  Holy  Spirit, 

Who,  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues,  descended  upon  the  holy 
apostles  and  filled  them  with  divine  gifts.  Fill  us  by  Your 
grace,  with  power,  wisdom  and  holiness  from  You  by  this 
smoke  of  incense  which  we  offer  unto  You.  Make  us  and 
prove  us  to  be  worthy  of  the  richness  of  Your  gifts.  We  offer 
glory  and  thanksgiving  simultaneously  to  the  Father  from 
Whom  You  proceed,  and  to  the  Only  Begotten,  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  by  Whom  You  are  known,  now  and  forever. 

Zoomoro 

Deacons:  Holiness  become  Your  house,  O  Lord,  forever. 
(Psalm  93:5) 

The  Lord  reigns;  He  is  clothed  with  majesty;  the  Lord  is 
clothed  with  strength.  (Psalm  93:5) 

Readings 

Numbers  11:16-35 
I  Samuel  10:9-15 
Acts  2:1-21 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Corinthians  12:1-13. 

Now  concerning  spiritual  gifts,  my  brethren,  I  want  to 
remind  you  that 


beyond  quantity.  The  Spirit  who  loves  mankind,  the  Spirit 
Who  fulfills  the  prophets,  the  Spirit  Who  perfects  the  apostles, 
the  Spirit,  Who  fortifies  the  martyrs,  the  Spirit  Who  adorns 
the  temples,  the  Spirit  Who  pours  forth  doctrines  on  the  Tea¬ 
chers,  the  Spirit  Who  makes  the  simple  wise.  The  beneficent 
Spirit,  the  omnipotent  Spirit,  the  Spirit  by  Whom  the  Father  is 
known,  the  Spirit  by  Whom  the  Son  is  believed,  the  Spirit, 
Who  alone  is  worshipped  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  the 
Spirit  Who  possesses  all  the  Father’s  attributes  except  Fathe¬ 
rhood,  the  Spirit  Who  owns  all  the  Son’s  qualities  other  than 
birth  and  incarnation.  The  everlasting  Spirit,  Who  is  not  less 
in  age  than  the  Father,  the  eternal  Spirit,  Who  is  not  younger 
than  the  Son,  the  Spirit  Who  has  neither  beginning  nor  end, 
and  is  neither  precedent  to  the  Father  nor  more  ancient  than 
the  Son.  We  pray  You,  O  God,  the  comforter  Spirit,  by  this 
sweet  incense,  beseeching  the  abundance  of  Your  incompre¬ 
hensible  richness,  that  even  now  You  be  pleased  to  renew  unto 
us  Your  divine  gifts,  and  to  rest  upon  us  as  You  did  upon  the 
holy  disciples  in  the  Upper  Room,  divide  among  us  Your  hea¬ 
venly  presents,  fill  us  with  Your  divine  wisdom  and  with  the 
doctrines  of  Your  divine  mysteries,  make  us  temples  for  the 
dwelling  of  Your  glory,  grant  us  to  drink  to  the  full  of  the 
abundance  of  Your  grace,  satisfy  us  with  the  sublime  richness 
of  Your  bright  light,  grant  to  us  that  we  live  to  You  and  yield 
ourselves  to  You  that  we  may,  in  purity  and  holiness,  worship 
You,  O  God,  the  Comforter  Spirit.  Through  You  and  by  You 
we  worship  the  hidden  Father,  from  whom  You  proceed,  and 
the  Son  of  Whom  You  take,  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  the  remission  of 

debts... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Ftah  Lee  Tare’  Dahnonokh 

On  this  holy  day,  the  Comforter  Holy  Spirit  descended 
and  was  divided  among  the  twelve  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  ton¬ 
gues.  "rheir  minds  were  comforted  and  they  went  out  and 
preached  to  the  creation  the  Triune  Mystery,  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit. 
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Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 
To  the  Holy  Spirit 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Lord,  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  proceeds 

from  the  invisible  Father  and  takes  from  the  adorable  Son;  Who 
performs  all  that  He  wills  and  works  all  things  by  His  might  power1; 
Who,  from  ancient  times,  spoke  by  the  prophets  the  things  to  come 
and  the  mysteries;  Who,  at  last,  proclaimed  by  the  apostles  the 
hidden  secrets  and  the  concealed  knowledge;  Who,  in  the  likeness  of 
fiery  tongues,  descended  in  holiness  upon  them  and  filled  them 
completely  with  wisdom  and  understanding.  To  Him  be  glory, 
honor  and  dominion  at  this  time  of  the  celebration  of  Pentecost  and 
at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons  and  through  all  the  days  of  our 
life.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

O  God,  the  Comforter,  the  Sanctifier  of  Churches,  the  Perfector 
of  all  the  divine  ministries,  the  Giver  of  priesthood,  the  Performer  of 
baptism,  the  Consecrator  of  the  Sacraments,  and  the  Absolver  of  sins. 
The  Spirit,  Who  searches  in  the  depths  of  thoughts,  Who  declares 
hidden  things,  Who  proclaims  things  to  come,  and  Who  performs 
marvelous  miracles.  The  Holy  Spirit,  Who  is  the  receiver  and  not  the 
giver2,  the  Perfector  and  not  needing  to  be  perfected;  Who  declares  but 
cannot  Himself  be  expressed  in  words;  the  Sanctifier  Who  needs  no 
sanctification,  the  Deifying,  Who  has  no  need  to  be  deified.  The  Spirit, 
Who  moves  of  His  own  accord;  the  Spirit  Who  possess  His  own  autho¬ 
rity  and  power;  the  Spirit  Who  is  glorified  in  His  own  glory;  the  Spirit 
Who  is  exalted  in  His  supreme  state  of  dignity;  the  Spirit,  Who  is  light 
and  the  giver  of  light.  The  Spirit  of  grace  and  the  Fount  of  goodness,  the 
upright  Spirit;  the  majestic  Spirit;  the  Spirit  Who  is  Lord,  the  Spirit  of 
Sonship,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  the  Spirit  of  wisdom,  the  Spirit  of  unders¬ 
tanding,  the  Spirit  of  knowledge.  The  Spirit  of  Piety,  the  Spirit  Who 
prepares  temples  for  Himself,  the  Spirit  Who  guides,  the  Spirit  Who' 
operates  as  He  wills,  and  wills  as  it  is  meet,  the  Spirit,  who,  distributes 
gifts  to  everyone.  The  Spirit  of  consolation,  the  Spirit  of  royalty,  the 
Spirit  of  mighty  deeds,  the  Spirit  of  perfection,  the  Spirit  of  accom¬ 
plishment,  the  Spirit  Who  exceeds  quality,  the  Spirit  who  is 

1  —  Corinthians  12:6 

2  —  The  Holy  Spirit  proceeds  from  the  Father,  but  does  not  give  to  the  Father. 


The  Third  Service 
(Seventh  Tune) 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Comforter,  Holy  Spirit,  Who,  in  the  likeness 

of  fiery  tongues,  descended  upon  the  holy  apostles  in  the 
Upper  Room  and  enlightened  their  minds  with  divine  unders¬ 
tanding;  we  beseech  you  to  enlighten  us  with  the  brightness  of 
Your  blissful  gifts,  that  now  and  at  all  times  we  may  glorify 
You  and  the  Father  from  Whom  You  proceed,  and  the  Son 
from  Whom  You  take,  now  and  forever. 

The  Magnificat  (Luke  1:46-55) 

And  Mary  said,  My  soul  magnifies  the  Lord... 

Deacons:  Peace  be  to  you,  O  Queen  and  Mother,  and  the 
glory  of  all  the  virgins.  Eloquent  tongues  and  praising  mouths 
are  all  incapable  of  describing  your  virtues  and  giving  you  due 
praise.  All  minds  are  too  dazzled  to  comprehend  your  inef¬ 
fable  conception.  On  this  account,  we  all  eagerly,  and  with  due 
respect,  extol  You. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity, 

Deacons:  Let  us  all,  who  have  been  inspired  by  the 
divine  grace,  shining  and  glittering  like  the  sun,  accept  its 
splendor  like  a  cleansed  robe.  Therefore,  we  the  faithful, 
rejoicing,  offer  glory  to  Him,  Who  is  equal  in  power  and 
wisdom,  the  Indivisible  Nature  and  Triune  Radiance. 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 
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risen  and  stand  ready.1  When  You  commanded  Your  holy 
apostles  not  to  go  far  from  Jerusalem  until  they  had  received 
the  divine  power  from  on  high,  they  acted  accordingly  and 
obeyed  Your  commandment,  awaiting  Your  faithful  promise 
which,  on  this  day,  You  brought  to  perfection  and  fulfillment 
when  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues,  the  Holy  Spirit,  Whom 
You  sent,  descended  upon  them;  by  Whom  they  became  pro¬ 
tected  and  gained  strength.  Then  they  boldly  and  openly 
preached  the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity  to  all  the  peoples  and 
the  nations  and  tongues  under  heaven  and  worked  glorious 
signs  and  amazing  wonders.  We  therefore  worship  You  and 
kneel  down  on  the  ground  before  You.  By  this  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  we  already  have  become  worthy  to  offer  You 
worship  in  Spirit  and  in  truth,  and  to  Your  blessed  and  holy 
Father  Who  sent  You  for  our  salvation.  And  to  Your  Spirit  the 
Comforter,  Who  is  Holy  and  life-giving  and  consubstantial 
with  You,  now  and  forever. 

The  priest  cries  out  saying:  Stand  up  by  the  power  of 

God. 

The  priest  then  sprinkles  the  altar ,  the  clergy  and  the 
congregation  as  he  did  in  the  first  service . 

Antiphon 

We  therefore,  when  we  pray  do  not  kneel  on  ti  e  ground 
till  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  against  our  enemies  we  sing  with 
the  divine  Psalmist  and  the  Prophet  David,  saying:  They  are 
bowed  down  and  fallen  but  we  are  risen  and  stand  ready.2 
When  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues  the  Holy  Spirit  appeared 
and  was  manifest  to  us,  we  kneel  down  in  a  divinely  befitting 
manner  because  we  are  unable  to  endure  His  sight. 


1  —  Psalm  20:8 

2  —  Psalm  20:8 
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Christ  our  God,  You  taught  us  that,  when  we  gather 
together  on  the  days  of  Pentecost  and  on  holy  Sundays  to 
offer  prayers  standing  upright,  not  only  because  You  raised  us 
from  the  fall  of  sin  by  Your  God-pleasing  Resurrection,  but 
also  because  Sunday  and  Pentecost  is  the  image  of  the  coming 
world.  Make  us  worthy  by  our  worship  today  on  which  You 
perfected  Your  holy  apostles  by  the  gift  of  Your  Spirit,  to  be 
enriched  with  the  same  divine  gifts  and  to  conquer  our  spiri¬ 
tual,  as  well  as  our  sensual  enemies.  We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

One  of  the  deacons  shall  say  in  a  loud  voice :  Let  us 
beseech  the  Lord  and  kneel  down. 

They  all  shall  kneel  down  as  they  did  in  the  first  service , 
while  the  deacons  and  the  people  repeat  Kyrie  eleison  until  the 
priest  concludes  the  following  inaudible  prayer. 

Inaudible  Prayer 

Christ  our  God,  by  Your  loving  kindness,  full  of  mercy  and 
compassion  towards  us  who  where  worshippers  of  the  adversary 
and  the  rebellious  demons,  You  turned  us  from  the  worship  of 
idols  and  made  us  perfect  and  true  worshippers  of  the  Holy  Tri¬ 
nity.  By  Your  God-pleasing  Resurrection,  You  reformed  us  and 
raised  us  from  the  fall  of  sin,  and  cast  off  and  put  down  our  spiri¬ 
tual  enemies  under  our  feet.  You  gave  us  the  power  to  sing  with 
confidence,  saying:  They  are  bowed  down  and  fallen,  but  we  are 


343 


Pentecost 


worshipped  on  this  mountain;  and/vsay  the  place  where  men 
must  worship  is  in  Jerusalem.  Jesus  said  to  her,  Woman, 
believe  Me,  the  time  is  coming  when  neither  on  this  mountain 
nor  in  Jerusalem  will  they  worship  the  Father.  You  worship 
what  you  do  not  know;  but  we  worship  what  we  do  know.  For 
salvation  is  from  the  Jews.  But  the  time  is  coming,  and  it  is 
here,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall  worship  the  Father  in 
Spirit  and  in  truth,  for  the  Father  also  desires  worshippers 
such  as  these.  For  God  is  Spirit,  and  those  who  worship  Him 
must  worship  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  Peace  be  with  you  all.+ 

The  deacon  shall  say  the  following  Litany:  Let  us  stand  in 
modesty  diligently,  and  with  voices  pleasing  unto  God,  answer 
saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Christ  our  God,  Who,  ahead  of  time,  revealed  Yourself 
and  became  known  to  the  fathers  and  prophets  of  ancient 
times  in  a  mysterious  and  obscure  way,  and  in  these  days  You 
made  Yourself  manifest  to  the  apostles  in  a  luminous  and 
ineffable  manner.  We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Christ  our  God,  Who,  before  times  and  seasons  were 
born  in  unutterable  fashion  of  the  Father’s  infinite  bosom, 
and  today  by  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  proceeds 
from  the  Father  and  takes  from  Your  own,  You  have  divinely 
shone  forth  with  Your  gift.  Make  us,  Your  servants,  to  be 
worthy  of  the  richness  of  Your  divine  gifts.  We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Christ  Our  God,  Who  promised  to  send  the  Comforter 
Spirit  to  Your  holy  apostles  and  today  You  fulfilled  Your 
promise  to  them.  Even  at  this  hour  of  the  Pentecostal  Festival, 
we  pray  You  to  make  us  worthy  of  receiving  Your  Holy  Spirit. 
We  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 
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has  a  gift  of  tongues,  or  the  gift  of  interpretation,  let  every¬ 
thing  be  done  for  edification.  And  if  any  man  should  speak  in 
an  unknown  tongue,  let  two  or  at  most  three  speak,  and  speak 
one  by  one;  and  let  one  interpret,  but  if  there  is  no  ope  to 
interpret,  let  him  who  speaks  in  an  unknown  tongue  keep 
silence  in  the  church;  and  let  him  speak  to  himself  and  God. 
Let  the  prophets  speak  two  or  three  in  turn,  and  let  the  others 
discern  what  is  said.  And  if  anything  is  revealed  to  another 
who  is  seated,  let  the  first  speaker  hold  his  peace.  For  you 
may  all  prophesy  one  by  one,  so  that  every  one  may  learn  and 
every  one  be  comforted.  For  the  spirits  of  the  prophets  are 
subject  to  the  prophets.  For  God  is  not  a  God  of  confusion  but 
of  peace,  and  He  is  in  all  the  Churches  of  the  saints.  Barekh- 
more. 

Hulolo 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  Create  in  me  a  clean 
heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me,  Halleluiah. 

(Psalm  51:10) 

Thurifer:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  John  4:13-24 

Jesus  answered,  saying  to  her,  Everyone  who  drinks  of 
this  water  will  thirst  again;  but  whoever  drinks  of  the  water 
which  I  give  him  shall  never  thirst;  but  the  same  water  which  I 
give  him  shall  become  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  to 
life  everlasting.  The  woman  said  to  Him,  My  Lord,  give  me  of 
this  water,  so  that  I  may  not  thirst  again  and  need  not  come 
and  draw  from  here.  Jesus  said  to  her,  Go  and  call  your  hus¬ 
band,  and  come  here.  She  said  to  Him,  1  have  no  husband. 
Jesus  said  to  her,  You  said  well,  I  have  no  husband;  for  you 
have  had  five  husbands;  and  the  one  you  now  have  is  not  your 
husband;  what  you  said  is  true.  Then  the  woman  said  to  Him, 
my  Lord,  I  see  that  you  are  a  prophet.  Our  forefathers 
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O  Lord,  our  Lord,  on  this  holy  day  of  Pentecost,  we 
beseech  You  to  pour  upon  us  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  by 
Whom  we  may  gain  strength  over  the  evil  one,  who  is  our 
enemy.  Halleluiah,  we  praise,  worship  and  glorify  the  great 
mystery  of  the  Trinity. 

Etro 

Priest:  O  Christ  our  God,  on  this  day  You  have  filled 

the  hearts  of  Your  apostles  with  the  full  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  by  His  descent  You  have  fulfilled  the  promise  You 
had  made  to  them.  May  we  also  be  worthy  that  this  sweet 
incense,  which  we  have  offered  before  You,  be  acceptable. 
May  we  be  washed  and  whitened  from  our  evil  deeds.  Redeem 
us  by  the  hyssop  of  Your  grace  so  that,  with  purity,  we  may 
worship  and  glorify  the  three  Holy  Persons,  now  and  forever. 

Zoomoro 

Deacon:  Your  Kingdom,  O  Lord,  is  an  everlasting 
kingdom,  and  Your  dominion  is  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth.  By  the  abundance  of  Your  grace,  I  enter  into  Your 
house  and  worship  in  Your  Holy  Temple,  Halleluiah. 

Readings 
II  Kings  2:14-17 
Joel  2:25-32 
Acts  19:8-12 

Deacon:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  Apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Corinthians  14:26-32 

Therefore  I  say  to  you,  my  brethren,  when  you  gather  together, 
whoever  among  you  has  a  psalm  to  sing,  has  a  teaching,  has  a  revelation, 
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Holy  Spirit,  it  has  been  enlightened  by  the  light  of  grace  so 
that  the  apostles  might  become  wise  for  the  preaching  of  the 
truth.  Today  Iscariot  was  put  to  shame  when  he  saw  the  holy 
apostles,  his  friends,  to  have  been  changed  by  the  enlighten¬ 
ment  of  their  minds  and  intellects  with  the  divine  light  of  the 
heavenly  mysteries.  Even  now,  we  beseech  Your  ineffable 
loving-kindness,  O  Lord,  on  this  day  of  Pentecost  to  pour 
upon  us  the  grace  of  Your  Holy  and  life-giving  Spirit,  that  we 
may  be  cleansed  by  Him  from  the  thorny  growth  of  sin.  Make 
us  worthy  to  offer  You  the  spiritual  fruits  of  virtue,  faith, 
hope  and  true  love.  Bestow  upon  Your  Holy  Church  peace  and 
tranquility  that  proceed  from  You.  Visit,  O  Lord,  by  Your 
mercies,  the  sick,  the  oppressed  as  well  as  those  who  have 
asked  and  are  asking  the  prayers  of  our  humble  selves.  By 
Your  loving  kindness,  grant  rest  and  make  good  commemora¬ 
tion  to  our  parents,  brethren,  teachers  and  all  the  faithful 
departed.  Together  with  them,  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgi¬ 
ving  to  You  and  to  Your  Lather  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now 
and  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  Lrom  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Moryo  Moran 

O  Lord,  our  Lord,  on  this  holy  day  of  Pentecost,  the 
seven  weeks’  festival,  the  Comforter  Spirit,  in  the  likeness  of 
fire,  eame  down  on  the  blessed  apostles  in  the  Upper  Room 
and  made  them  perfect  in  the  true  faith,  hope  and  love.  They 
then  went  out  to  preach.  Halleluiah,  and  turned  the  peoples 
who  had  gone  astray  and  taught  them  the  way  of  truth. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Lather... 

Deacons:  Lrom  eternity  to  eternity. 
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and  resurrection.  When  He  determined  to  ascend  to  his 
Father,  he  gathered  His  apostles  on  the  Mount  of  Olives  and 
by  laying  on  them  His  holy  Hands,  He  blessed  them  and 
granted  to  them  abundant  priestly  gifts.  He  breathed  on  them 
the  Holy  Spirit1,  saying:  Remain  in  Jerusalem  until  I  send  you 
the  Holy  Spirit  from  My  Father  and  He  will  enlighten  you  and 
grant  you  the  wisdom  of  His  abundant  gifts;  but  if  I  do  not  go 
away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  to  you.  When  He  had 
assured  His  disciples  of  these  promises,  He  ascended  to  heaven 
with  a  shout  of  joy  and  sat  gloriously  on  the  throne  at  His 
Father’s  right  hand.  And  when  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  ful¬ 
filled,  suddenly  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  them.2  He 
bestowed  on  them  divine  gifts,  adorned  them  with  divine 
wisdom,  enlightened  them  with  spiritual  doctrines  and  enri¬ 
ched  them  with  tongues  of  all  the  nations.  Today  the  unbelie¬ 
ving  Jews  stood  in  mourning  when  they  beheld  that  those  who 
were  ignorant  had  become  teachers  of  wisdom  and  were 
proven  perfectors  of  the  holy  and  divine  Sacraments.  Today, 
the  holy  apostles  drank  of  the  new  divine  wine  from  the  gift  of 
the  Spirit,  Who  is  holy  and  life-giving.  Therefore,  provoked 
by  jealousy,  the  word  went  out  from  the  Jews  saying:  These 
men  are  full  of  wine  and  are  drunken. 3Today,  Simon  Peter 
leaps  for  joy.  Andrew  the  son  of  Zebedee  and  the  rest  of  the 
holy  apostles  are  exceedingly  happy  and  rejoice  as  they  stand 
beholding  that  what  was  promised  by  the  Only  Begotten  has 
been  fulfilled  in  deed.  Today,  by  the  descent  of  the  Comforter, 
the  Upper  Room  has  become  the  second  Babylon,  not  as  a 
punishment  as  it  was  in  the  confusion  of  tongues,  as 
in  the  first  one,  but  rather,  by  the  power  of  the 

1  —  John  20:22 

2  —  Acts  2: 1 

3  —  Acts  2: 1 3 
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upon  each  one  of  you  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues;  through 
Whom  the  creation,  that  was  made,  cries  out:  Glory  to  You. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

Glorious  is  the  mouth  of  the  prophets,  inspired  by  the 
Spirit  Who  proclaimed  Your  coming  in  the  flesh,  O  King,  and 
who  also  proclaimed  the  coming  of  Your  Spirit  Who  proceeds 
from  the  Fatherly  bosom  Who  is  uncreated  and  is  equal  to 
You  in  dominion  and  in  creative  power.  With  them  we,  all  the 
faithful,  worship  in  You  in  fear. 

Deacon:  Stomen  kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 
(To  the  Son) 

Priest:  Let  us  offer  unceasing  praise,  prostrate  adora¬ 

tion  and  continual  thanksgiving  to  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
and  the  incomprehensible  brilliance  Whose  dazzling  glory 
glittered  in  the  Upper  Room,  thus  assuring  the  thoughts  of  the 
twelve  ignorant  apostles  as  He  divided  tongues  among  the 
unlearned  twelve  so  that  they  might  speak  with  one  harmony. 
He  breathed  on  them  and  they  received  the  Comforter  Spirit. 
He  granted  them  wisdom  and  said  to  them:  Go  to  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world  and  preach  the  true  faith  to  the  nations 
and  turn  the  creation  away  from  straying,  towards  one  accord 
of  the  true  faith.  To  Him  be  glory,  honor  and  dominion  at  this 
time  of  the  celebration  of  Pentecost  and  at  all  festivals,  times, 
hours,  seasons,  and  through  all  the  days  of  our  life  forever. 

Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

Christ  our  God,  the  enlightening  brilliance  of  the  concep¬ 
tual  Light,  Who,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  is 
majestically  blessed  and  sanctified  by  the  heavenly  hosts,  Who 
wished  to  come  down  to  us  and  associate  Himself  with  us. 
Therefore,  He  accepted  upon  Himself  to  be  born  in  the  flesh 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  order  to  fulfill  all  the  things  by  which  we 
were  redeemed,  namely,  birth,  baptism,  crucifixion,  death 
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Antiphon 

When  Christ  our  God  willingly  suffered  the  passion,  on 
our  account,  in  the  flesh,  He  rose  in  glory  from  among  the 
dead  and  quickened  and  raised  us  with  Him,  us  who  had  gone 
astray  and  were  dead  because  of  our  sins  and  brought  to 
nothing;  and  He  put  to  an  end  the  tyrannical  dominion  of  the 
adversary  and  the  evil  spirits  over  us. 

The  Second  Service 
(Fourth  Tune) 

Opening 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  our  God  and  our  Savior  Jesus 

Christ,  renew  Your  Spirit  within  our  intellects,  our  minds  and 
our  hearts.  Subdue  from  us  continually  and  bring  to  an  end  all 
the  desires  of  the  old  man.  Make  us  a  newly  born  creation1 
which  is  renewed  every  day,  so  that  we  may  offer  to  You  glory 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Canon 

Blessed  are  You ,  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  glorious  and 
exalted  forever.  (Exodus  15:2) 

At  the  sound  of  all  kinds  of  musical  instruments,  the 
nation  fell  down  and  worshipped  the  inanimate  graven  image 
which  was  cast  in  gold.  Now  the  grace  of  the  Comforter  Spirit 
exhorts  us  to  worship  and  praise  the  one  triune  God  Who  is 
equal  in  power,  without  beginning  and  is  blessed  forever. 

Bless  the  Lord ,  all  you  servants  of  the  Lord ,  praise  and 
exalt  Him  forever  (Psalm  134:1) 

In  this  saving  commands,  Christ  declared  to  His  chosen  and  unble¬ 
mished  apostles  saying:  The  Holy  Spirit,  the  all-blessed,  will  abide  and  rest 


1  —  II  Corinthians  5:17 
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The  celebrant  kneels  before  the  altar ,  and  the  clergy  and 
the  entire  congregation  do  likewise.  They  gently  touch  one 
another's  back  with  the  tips  of  their  fingers  to  alert  each  other , 
as  did  the  disciples  at  the  time  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  them ,  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  coming  of  the  Com¬ 
forter.  The  deacons  and  the  people  shall  all  chant  Kyrie  eleison 
repeatedly  until  the  priest  concludes  the  following: 

Inaudible  Prayer 

We  thank  You,  O  Lord  God,  Father  of  all  mercies,  for 
when  the  days  of  Pentecost  had  come  to  an  end,  after  the 
Resurrection  of  Your  eternal  Son,  and  while  the  disciples  in 
Jerusalem  were  awaiting  for  His  promise,  You  filled  them  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  accompanied  by  the  mighty  sound  which  sud¬ 
denly  came  down  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues  and  rested 
upon  each  one  of  them  so  that  all  those  who  were  under 
heaven  and  those  who  dwelled  in  Jerusalem  became  amazed 
and  marveled  and  praised  You,  O  Giver  of  all  good  gifts.  Thus 
You  sanctified,  exalted  and  sent  Your  holy  apostles  to  bring 
the  human  race  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Trinity,  one  triune 
God,  baptizing  them  in  Your  holy  name,  O  Holy  Father,  and 
in  that  of  Your  Only  begotten  Son  and  of  Your  Holy  Spirit,  by 
Whom  and  with  Whom,  we  also  worship,  praise  and  glorify 
the  Holy  Trinity,  one  true  God,  now  and  forever  and  ever. 

The  priest  cries  out ,  saying:  Stand  up  by  the  power  of 

God. 

They  all  stand  up  reverently  in  their  respective  places.  One 
of  the  deacons  holds  the  bowl  of  water  and  stands  at  the  right 
side  of  the  celebrant ,  who  takes  the  bundle  of  walnut  leaves 
from  the  bow!  and  sprinkles  crosswise  the  altar ,  the  clergy  and 
the  deacons.  He  then  goes  down  from  the  sanctuary  and 
sprinkles  the  congregation  with  the  drops  of  water  which 
signify  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  descended  upon  the 
disciples  in  the  Upper  Room ,  encircling  the  congregation  and 
returning  to  the  altar.  During  the  procession ,  the  deacons  shall 
chant  the  following. 


to  My  Father.  And  whatever  you  ask  in  My  name,  I  will  do  it 
for  you,  so  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  through  His  Son. 
If  you  ask  Me  in  My  own  name,  I  will  do  it.  If  you  love  Me, 
keep  My  commandments.  And  I  will  ask  of  My  Father,  and 
He  will  give  you  another  Comforter,  to  be  with  you  forever, 
even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  Whom  the  world  cannot  receive, 
because  it  has  not  seen  Him  and  does  not  know  Him;  but  you 
know  Him  because  He  abides  with  you  and  is  in  you.  Peace  be 
to  all  of  you  + . 

The  deacon  shall  say  the  following  Litany:  Let  us  stand  in 
modesty,  diligently,  and  with  voices  pleasing  unto  God 
answer,  saying: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Deacon:  O  Lord,  Who  granted  to  us  that  we  stand 
upright  to  pray  on  the  holy  days  of  Pentecost  and  on  Sundays 
so  that,  in  the  light  and  the  life  which  abide  forever,  we  may  be 
of  good  cheer  in  spiritual  deeds,  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Deacon:  O  Lord,  Who  by  Your  Resurrection  pleasing 
unto  God,  raised  us  all,  who  had  fallen  on  the  ground  because 
of  the  trangression  of  our  Father  Adam,  the  head  of  our  race, 
we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Deacon:  We,  who  through  idolatry  had  become  wors¬ 
hippers  of  the  adversary  and  through  the  acknowledgement  of 
the  Holy  Trinity  have  been  made  true  worshippers  by  You, 
Who  are  one  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  we  beseech  You. 

Priest:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

One  of  the  deacons  shall  say  in  a  loud  voice :  Let  us 
beseech  the  Lord  and  kneel  down. 
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Hulolo 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah?  Your  gentle  Spirit  shall 
lead  me  into  the  way  of  life,  Halleluiah.  (Psalm  143:10) 

Thurifer:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  John  14:1-17 

Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled;  believe  in  God,  and 
believe  in  Me  also.  In  My  Father’s  house  are  many  rooms;  if  it 
were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again 
and  take  you  to  Me,  so  that  where  I  am  you  may  be  also.  You 

'T 

know  where  i  am  going  and  you  know  the  way.  Thomas 
said  to  Him,  our  Lord,  we  do  not  know  where  You  are  going; 
and  how  can  we  know  the  way?  Jesus  said  to  him,  I  am  the 
way  and  the  truth  and  the  life;  no  man  comes  to  My  Father 
except  by  Me.  If  you  had  known  Me,  you  would  have  known 
My  Father  also;  from  henceforth  you  know  Him  and  you  have 
seen  Him.  Philip  said  to  Him,  our  Lord,  show  us  the  Father, 
and  that  is  enough  for  us.  Jesus  said  to  him,  all  this  time  I  have 
been  with  you,  and  yet  you  do  not  know  Me,  Philip?  He  who 
sees  Me  has  seen  the  Father;  and  how  do  you  say,  Show  us  the 
Father?  Do  you  not  believe  that  I  am  in  My  Father  and  My 
Father  is  in  Me?  The  words  that  I  speak  I  do  not  speak  of 
Myself,  but  My  Father  Who  abides  in  Me  does  these  works. 
Believe  that  I  am  in  My  Father  and  My  Father  is  in  Me;  and  if 
not,  believe  because  of  the  works.  Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you, 
He  who  believes  in  Me  shall  do  the  works  which  I  do;  and  even 
greater  than  these  things  he  shall  do,  because  I  am  going 
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Zoomoro  (Fourth  Tune) 

Attend  to  the  prophets  who,  like  channels  of  refined  gold, 
pour  forth  from  their  mouths  life  into  the  ears  of  listeners. 
Harken  to  the  apostles  who,  like  trumpets,  cry  out  in  the 
world:  Light,  life  and  heavenly  kingdom  are  prepared  and 
preserved  for  all  those  who  obey  the  glad  tiding  of  the  Holy 
Gospel. 

Readings 
Genesis  11:1-9 
Judges  13:24-14:7 
Acts  19:1-6 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

l  ne  deacon  shall  read  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Corinthians  14:20-25 

My  brethren,  be  not  like  infants  in  your  intelligence;  only 
to  evil  things  be  like  innocent  children,  but  in  your  unders¬ 
tanding  be  mature.  In  the  law  it  is  written,  with  a  foreign 
speech  and  in  another  tongue  I  will  speak  to  this  people;  yet 
for  all  that,  they  will  not  listen  to  me,  says  the  Lord.  Thus,  the 
gift  of  tongues  is  instituted  as  a  sign,  not  for  believers  but  for 
unbelievers;  but  prophesying  is  meant,  not  for  those  who  do 
not  believe,  but  for  those  who  believe.  If  therefore  the  whole 
church  assembles  together  and  all  speak  in  different  tongues 
and  there  enter  unlearned  people  or  unbelievers,  will  they  not 
say,  they  are  fanatical?  But  if  all  prophesy,  and  an  unlearned 
man  or  an  unbeliever  enter,  he  will  be  convinced  by  all  and  he 
will  be  set  right  by  all.  Thus  the  secrets  of  his  heart  will  be 
revealed,  and  then  he  will  fall  on  his  face,  and  he  will  worship 
God  and  say,  Truly  God  is  among  you.  Barekhmore. 
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and  bring  a  good  remembrance  and  a  joyful  repose  to  all  the 
faithful  departed,  the  children  of  the  Holy  Church;  especially 
our  parents,  teachers  and  brethren,  who  have  ended  their  lives 
in  the  true  faith.  For  You  reign  over  us,  O  God,  the  Father  and 
Lord  of  all,  with  Your  Only  Begotten  Son,  Who  quickens  all, 
and  Your  Spirit  the  most  blessed,  worshipped,  life-giving  and 
consubstantial  with  You,  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Aeno  No  Nuhro  Shareero 

The  Holy  Spirit  descended  from  on  high  this  holy  day  and 
mixed  with  the  human  race  that  they  might  become  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  kingdom.  Blessed  is  He  who  sent  His  promises  and 
comforted  His  apostles  for  whom  He  divided  tongues  that 
they  might  preach  the  Holy  Trinity  among  the  Gentiles  and  the 
nations. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

When  the  holy  apostles  received  the  Comforter  from  on 
high,  they  began  to  speak  in  new  tongues.  They  were  clothed 
with  mystical  power  and  went  out  to  preach  to  creation  the 
glad  tidings  full  of  consolation.  They  taught  many  peoples  and 
baptized  them  with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Etro 

Priest:  O  Holy  and  all  hallowing,  O  Lord  of  truth, 

Who  sanctified  His  holy  apostles  by  His  holy  descent  when  He 
rested  upon  them  in  the  likeness  of  fiery  tongues.  Sanctify,  by 
Your  Holy  Spirit,  this  censer  which  we  offer  in  Your  presence. 
Grant  to  us  thereby  remission  of  debts  and  forgiveness  of  sins. 
Cleanse  our  hearts  from  all  iniquity  by  continually  visiting  us 
with  Your  mercies.  We  praise  You,  worship  You  and  glorify 
You  with  Your  only  Begotten  Son  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now 
and  forever. 


one  sublime  essence,  one  eternal  nature,  one  true  God.  Because 
You  were  pleased,  O  God  the  Father,  to  restore  man  who  was 
created  in  Your  image,  and  who  of  his  free  will  slid  into  ido¬ 
latry,  You  sent  Your  Word  and  Your  Son  for  our  reformation. 
When  He  became  man  without  any  alteration,  He  told  us 
plainly  and  explained  to  us  the  ineffability  of  the  Godhead,  and 
announced  to  us  the  unknown  things  and  the  hidden  secrets  of 
Your  wisdom  in  that  He  knows  You  and  in  that  He  is  of  You. 
He  also  informed  us  about  the  third  Light  of  the  Godhead  Who 
is  the  Person  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  proceeds  from  You,  O 
Father,  in  an  unutterable  manner.  The  Spirit  of  truth,  the  Spirit 
of  wisdom,  the  Spirit  of  might,  the  Spirit  of  knowledge,  the 
perfecter  Spirit,  the  performer  Spirit,  the  nonqualitative  Spirit, 
the  nonquantitative  Spirit,  the  affectionate  Spirit,  the  Spirit  that 
confirms  the  prophets,  the  Spirit  that  instructs  the  apostles  the 
Spirit  that  clothes  the  martyrs,  the  Spirit  that  guides  the  teachers; 
the  beneficent  Spirit,  the  powerful  Spirit,  the  Almighty  Spirit, 
the  Spirit  that  is  simple  in  His  nature  and  manifold  in  His  ope¬ 
ration,  Who  is  the  fount  of  divine  gifts  and  is  consubstantial 
with  You  and  with  Your  only  Begotten  Son,  the  Spirit  Who 
spoke  in  the  law  through  the  prophets  and  the  disciples,  Who  is 
near  to  all  and  fills  all,  Who  effects  sanctification  with  autho¬ 
rity,  and  not  entreatingly,  upon  those  with  Whom  He  is 
pleased;  through  Whom  we  beseech  You  on  this  glorious  feast 
of  Pentecost,  on  which  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  the  holy 
apostles,  that  He  may  also  descend  upon  us,  Your  servants  and 
worshippers,  so  You  may  fill  us  with  His  holy  gifts; 
uproot  from  us  all  the  defilement  of  sin,  raise  us  up  as  pure 
temples  and  presentable  habitations  for  Your  dwelling  anc 
make  us  not  submissive  to  the  turbulence  of  the  enemies 
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Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 
(To  the  Father) 

Priest:  Glory  to  Him  who  is  invisible,  mysterious  and 

beyond  human  comprehension,  thought  and  mind.  He,  Who 
is  self-existent,  self  sufficient,  Maker  and  Author  of  all  things 
visible  and  invisible  and  has  no  beginning  and  will  continue 
with  no  end.  The  eternal,  everlasting  and  the  incomprehensible 
one  true  God,  one  nature,  one  authority  and  one  will  of  the 
Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  is  not  in  Him  a 
name  without  a  Person  and  no  Person  is  younger  or  older  than 
the  other  Person,  neither  is  there  any  transformation  or  alte¬ 
ration  of  one  Person  to  another  in  greatness  and  smallness.  No 
name  or  Person  is  younger  or  separated  from  the  Divine 
Substance.  Whenever  the  Father  is  mentioned,  the  Son  and  the 
Spirit  are  of  Him,  and  when  the  Son  is  mentioned,  the  Father 
and  the  Spirit  are  acknowledged  in  Him,  and  when  the  Spirit  is 
mentioned  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  included.  The  Father 
begets  and  is  not  begotten.  The  Son  is  begotten  and  does  not 
beget.  The  Holy  Spirit  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  takes 
from  the  Son  and  is  consubstantial  and  co-essential  with  the 
Father.  To  Him  be  glory,  honor  and  dominion  at  this  time  of 
the  celebration  of  Pentecost  and  at  all  festivals,  times,  hours, 
seasons  and  through  all  the  days  of  our  life  forever. 
Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

O  God,  invisible,  inscrutable,  eternal  and  immeasurable, 
You  Who  are  conceivable  in  the  oneness  of  essence  and  are 
apprehensible  in  three  Holy  Persons,  Who  are  understood  in 
three  characteristic  attributes  by  all  rational  beings  and  are 
acknowledged  one  God  in  three  worshipped  Persons;  a  perfect 
Trinity  of  three  perfect  Persons;  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit; 


He  had  elected.  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

The  Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  the  apostles  and  filled 
them  with  all  the  glorious  gifts.  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Purify  and  sanctify  all  of  us,  our  Savior,  by  Your  life- 
giving  Spirit,  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Our  Lord  distributed  the  Holy  Spirit  among  His  chosen 
apostles  in  the  likeness  of  tongues.  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Let  us  all  worship  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  rested  upon  the 
apostles  today.  O  God,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Prayer 

Priest:  Awaken,  O  Lord,  our  hearts  from  the  submer¬ 

sion  of  sin.  Enlighten  our  minds  by  the  spiritual  radiance  of 
Your  Holy  Spirit.  Sanctify  our  souls  by  Your  divine  gifts,  and 
grant  wisdom  to  our  intellects  that  we  may  understand  the  true 
and  supreme  worship  of  the  consubstantial  three  Persons  of 
the  Godhead,  now  and  forever.  ' 

Canon 

Sing  to  the  Lord ,  for  He  has  triumphed  gloriously;  the 
horse  and  his  rider  He  has  thrown  into  the  sea.  (Exodus  15:21) 

When  he  (Moses)  was  hidden  and  veiled  in  the  thick 
cloud,  that  stammerer  hastened  to  speak  eloquently  proclai¬ 
ming  the  law  written  by  God,  when  he  shook  off  the  filthiness 
of  the  body  from  the  mind.  He  also  excelled  in  the  mystical 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  offered  praises  in  a  divine 
manner. 

He  is  mighty  and  glorious,  the  Lord  Yahweh  has  become 
our  Savior.  (Exodus  15:2). 

That  honorable,  holy  and  glorious  mouth  commanded, 
saying:  let  no  one  separate  or  disinherit  My  beloved  ones  and 
My  friends.  Behold,  I  sit  above  with  the  Father  on  the  glorious 
throne  and  pour  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  those  who 
earnestly  desire  to  be  illuminated  by  Him. 

Deacon:  Stomen  kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  FEAST  OF  PENTECOST 
CALLED  IN  SYRIAC  SIOM  BOORKE  (KNEELING) 


This  feast  always  falls  on  Sunday ,  the  fiftieth  day  after 
Easter.  The  service  consists  of  three  parts:  The  first  is 
addressed  to  the  Father ,  the  second  to  the  Son  and  the  third  to 
the  Holy  Spirit.  The  hymns  of  the  first  part  are  chanted  to  the 
third  tune,  those  of  the  second  to  the  fourth  tune  and  those  of 
the  third  to  the  seventh  tune.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  during  the  celebration  of  the  Holy 
Eucharist,  a  bowl  with  pure  water  and  a  bundle  of  walnut 
leaves  are  placed  on  the  first  step  of  the  altar. 

The  Fisrt  Service 
(Third  Tune) 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  Who  loves  mankind, 

to  satisfy  our  souls  with  the  spiritual  drink  of  the  new  wine  of 
the  Comforter  Spirit  so  that,  being  purified  and  sanctified  by 
Flim,  we  may  sing,  with  pure  and  holy  tongues,  praises  to 
Your  worshipped  and  hallowed  name;  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  51: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Haw  Dabshubho 

Today,  he  sent  the  true  Promise  Which  He  had  made  to 
the  diciples  whom 


•  « 


Ascension 


They  turn  to  the  North: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  ascended  to  heaven,  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  South: 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity 
on  His  sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 

Here  they  shall  say  the  Lord's  Prayer.  The  celebrant  or 
any  other  clergy  will  deliver  the  sermon  of  the  holy  occasion , 
following  which  the  celebrant  blesses  the  congregation  with 
the  sign  of  the  Cross.  Then  the  Liturgy  is  completed. 


the  forgiveness  of  sins  among  all  nations,  and  the  beginning 
will  be  from  Jerusalem.  You  are  witnesses  of  these  things.  And 
I  will  send  upon  you  the  promise  of  My  Father.  But  remain  in 
the  city  of  Jerusalem  until  you  are  clothed  with  the  power 
from  on  high.  And  He  took  them  out  as  far  as  Bethany  and  He 
lifted  up  His  hands  and  blessed  them.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
while  He  blessed  them,  He  parted  from  them  and  went  up  to 
heaven.  And  they  worshipped  Him  and  returned  to  Jerusalem 
with  great  joy.  And  they  were  always  in  the  temple,  praising 
and  blessing  God.  Peace  be  to  all  of  You.  + 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

The  priest ,  carrying  the  Cross  with  his  hands  and  facing 
the  East  shall  say  the  foil  wing: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  ascended  to  heaven,  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  chidren  of  the 
faithful  Church,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  ascended  to 
heaven,  have  mercy  upon  us. 


all  and  in  all  of  us.  But  to  everyone  of  us  is  given  grace  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ.  Wherefore  it  is  said: 
He  ascended  on  high  leading  a  host  of  captives,  and  gave  good 
gifts  to  men.  Now  that  He  ascended,  what  is  it  but  that  He  also 
descended  first  into  the  inner  parts  of  the  earth?  So  He  that 
descended  is  the  same  also  that  ascended  far  above  all  heaven, 
that  He  might  fulfill  all  things.  And  He  has  assigned  some  as 
apostles  and  some  as  prophets  and  some  as  evangelists  and 
some  as  pastors  and  some  as  preachers;  for  the  perfection  of 
the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the 
Body  of  Christ.  Until  we  all  become  one  in  faith  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  become  a  perfect  man 
according  to  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of 
Christ,  that  we  henceforth  be  not  as  children,  easily  stirred  and 
carried  away  by  every  wind  of  false  doctrines  of  men  who, 
through  craftiness,  are  artful  in  deceiving  the  people.  But  that 
we  be  sincere  in  our  love  so  that  in  everything  we  may  progress 
through  Christ,  Who  is  the  head.  It  is  through  Him  that  the 
whole  Body  is  closely  and  firmly  united  at  all  its  joints,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  which  is  given  to  every  member 
for  the  guidance  and  control  of  the  Body  in  order  to  complete 
the  edifying  of  the  Body  in  love.  Barekhmore. 

Hulolo 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  You  have  ascended  on 
high.  You  have  carried  away  captives.  You  have  blessed  men 
with  gifts,  Halleluiah.  (Psalm  68:18). 

Thurifer:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  Luke  24:45-53 

Then  He  opened  their  mind  to  understand  the  scriptures. 
And  He  said  to  them:  Thus  it  is  written  and  it  was  right  that 
Christ  should  suffer  and  rise  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day. 
And  that  repentance  should  be  preached  in  His  name  for 
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They  turn  to  the  South: 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that  with  the 

heavenly  hosts  we  may  celebrate  the  day  of  Your  Ascension 
and  all  Your  feasts  with  cheerfulness,  and  to  receive  from  You 
good  gifts  and  blessings.  Remove  from  us  the  rods  of  wrath 
and  all  afflictions  by  Your  Holy  Cross  and  by  Your  power 
which  indwells  in  Your  saints.  We  offer  You  praise  and 
glory,  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  Now  and 
forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

On  behalf  of  the  sick,  the  oppressed,  the  miserable,  the 
poor,  the  orphans  and  the  widows,  and  in  order  that  the  Lord 
may  cause  His  great  tranquility  and  peace  to  indwell  among 
His  people,  His  Church  and  His  flock;  on  account  of  this,  we 
beseech  You,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie 
eleison.  „ 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Ephesians  4:1-16 

My  brethren,  I  therefore,  a  prisoner  of  our  Lord,  beseech 
you  to  live  as  is  worthy  of  the  rank  to  which  you  are  called, 
with  all  humility  and  gentleness  and  with  patience,  forbearing 
to  one  another  in  love,  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  harmony 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  that  you  may  become  one 
body  and  one  spirit,  even  as  you  are  called  in  one  hope  of  Your 
calling.  There  is  one  Lord,  one  faith  and  one  baptism; 
one  God  and  Father  of  all,  Who  is  above  all  and  through 
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Ascension 


They  turn  to  the  West: 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Christ  our  God,  we  are  glad,  delighted  and 

joyful  in  Your  Resurrection  and  Your  Ascension.  Grant,  O 
Lord,  that  Your  peace  and  tranquility  may  reign  among  ys, 
and  Your  love  and  kindness  to  dwell  among  us.  Make  us 
worthy  to  venerate  Your  Cross,  believe  in  Your  Resurrection 
and  rejoice  in  Your  Ascension.  Make  us  and  our  departed  to 
be  joyful  in  Your  kingdom  that  we  may  praise  Your  Lordship, 
our  Lord  and  our  God,  forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

The  Resurrection  was  known  to  everyone,  yet  the  igno¬ 
rant  people  deny  it.  He  Whom  the  Jews  crucified,  rose  glo¬ 
riously  from  the  tomb  and  today  He  has  ascended  to  heaven 
with  great  exaltation.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech  You, 
saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  North: 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  to  be  protected 

under  the  wings  of  Your  Cross,  to  take  refuge  in  Your  Resur¬ 
rection;  to  believe  in  Your  revival  and  Your  Ascension;  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  Your  Gospel;  to  do  Your  will  and 
to  fulfill  Your  law.  May  we  obtain  shelter  and  help  through 
the  prayers  of  the  just  and  the  righteous  who  loved  You.  Grant 
to  us  and  to  our  departed  forgiveness  of  sins  through  their 
intercession.  To  You  we  offer  praise,  with  Your  Father  and 
Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

Have  compassion,  O  Lord,  upon  Your  people.  Do  not 
turn  away  from  Your  inheritance,  but  exalt  the  horn  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  by  the  great  sign  of  Your  Cross.  On  account  of  this,  we 
beseech  You,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie 
eleison. 
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Ascension 


In  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  we  take  refuge  every  day 
for  it  delivers  us  from  the  evil  one  and  makes  us  to  inherit  the 
heavenly  kingdom. 

May  He,  Who  carried  His  Cross  on  His  shoulders  and 
went  out  from  Zion,  sprinkle  the  bones  of  the  departed  with 
the  dew  of  mercies. 

O  Lord,  may  the  departed,  who  believed  in  the  Trinity, 
receive  the  promise  which  the  thief  received  on  the  top  of  the 
Cross. 

The  priest ,  facing  East ,  raises  the  cross  high,  saying  the 
following: 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Peace,  Who  reconciled  the  heavenly  hosts  on 

being  slain.  O  Tranquility,  Who  brought  conciliation  to  mor¬ 
tals  by  being  sacrified.  O  Savior  who  redeemed  the  nations  by 
His  Cross.  O  Love,  Who  united  by  His  Resurrection  those 
who  were  divided.  Grant,  O  Lord,  peace  to  the  troubled  world 
on  this  day  of  Your  Ascension  and  preserve  us  by  Your  Cross 
from  all  injuries.  To  You  we  offer  glory,  praise  and  honor 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

O  compassionate  Lord,  I  sing  unto  You  on  the  day  of 
Your  Resurrection  and  Ascension  words  that  befit  Your 
honor.  The  nations,  who  were  redeemed  by  Your  Cross,  offer 
You  praise  on  Your  festival.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech 
You,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  FEAST  OF  OUR  LORD’S 
ASCENSION  TO  HEAVEN 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary ,  during  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist ,  the  clergy 
and  the  deacons  descend  from  the  sanctuary  to  the  chancel. 
The  priest  takes  the  cross  from  the  stand  where  it  has  been 
since  Easter  Sunday.  He  carries  it  in  his  hand ,  and  they  make  a 
,  procession  which ,  as  usual ,  starts  from  the  northern  door  of 
the  sanctuary  and  ends  at  the  southern  door.  During  the  pro¬ 
cession ,  they  shall  sing  the  following: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Haw  Dasleebeh  A’l  Kathfeh 

The  Cross  is  the  sign  of  peace,  the  Cross  is  the  banner  of 
victory;  we  take  pride  in  the  Cross  by  which  we  are  redeemed. 

The  brass  serpent,  which  was  lifted  up  in  the  Israelites’ 
camp,  is  the  true  likeness  of  the  life-giving  Cross. 

By  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  prayer  of 
Your  Mother,  who  begot  You,  make  Your  peace  and  tranqui¬ 
lity  to  reign  in  the  four  corners  of  the  creation. 

Blessed  He  Who  made  His  Cross  a  ladder  for  Adam’s 
children  by  which  ascended  the  prophets,  the  apostles  and  the 
martyrs  of  old  times. 

Your  Cross,  our  Lord,  is  a  pillar  that  carries  earth  and 
heaven,  and  the  martyrs,  like  gems  tried  in  fire,  are  affixed  to 
it. 

May  the  Cross  of  light,  which  was  revealed  to  Constan¬ 
tine  in  the  sky,  be  a  high  wall  to  the  churches  and  the  monas¬ 
teries. 

The  Cross  reigned  over  heaven,  the  Cross  reigned  over  the 
earth;  may  the  Cross  be  a  wall  to  the  churches  and  the  monas¬ 
teries. 
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among  them  and  said  to  them,  Peaee  be  with  you.  He  said  this 
and  then  He  showed  them  His  hands  and  His  side.  The  disci¬ 
ples  rejoiced  when  they  saw  our  Lord.  Then  Jesus  said  to  them 
again,  Peace  be  with  you.  Just  as  my  Father  has  sent  me,  so  I 
send  you.  And  when  he  said  these  things,  He  encouraged  them 
and  said  to  them,  Receive  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  you  forgive  a  man 
his  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  to  him,  and  if  you  withhold 
forgiveness  of  a  man’s  sins,  they  are  kept.  But  Thomas,  one  of 
the  twelve,  who  is  called  the  Twin,  was  not  there  with  them 
when  Jesus  came.  And  the  disciples  said  to  him,  we  have  seen 
our  Lord.  He  said  to  them,  Unless  I  see  in  His  hands  the  marks 
of  the  nails  and  put  my  fingers  in  them,  and  put  my  hand  into 
His  side,  I  will  not  believe.  Eight  days  later,  the  disciples  were 
again  indoors  and  Thomas  with  them.  Jesus  came,  when  the 
doors  were  locked  and  stood  in  the  midst  and  said  to  them, 
Peaee  be  with  you.  Then  He  said  to  Thomas,  Put  your  finger 
here  and  see  My  hands  and  reach  out  your  hand  and  put  it  into 
My  side.  And  be  not  faithless  but  believing.  Thomas  answered 
saying  to  Him,  O  my  Lord  and  my  God!  Jesus  said  to  him, 
Now  you  believe  because  you  have  seen  Me?  Blessed  are  those 
who  have  not  seen  Me  and  have  believed.  Peace  be  to  all  of 
you.  + 

The  Blessings  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Gospel  reading ,  the  celebrant 
holds  the  cross  high  and  waves  it  in  the  four  directions ,  chan¬ 
ting  the  veneration  service  of  the  Cross.  See  page  279. 

Here  the  whole  congregation  shall  recite  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  At  the  end  of  the  service ,  the  clergy ,  the  deacons  and 
the  congregation  give  peace  to  one  another. 


Readings 
Numbers  5:6-10 
Psalms  149  &  150 
Isaiah  48:12-22 
I  Refer  1:13-25 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Ephesians  4:17-24 

My  brethren,  this  I  say  therefore  and  testify  in  the  Lord, 
that  henceforth  you  should  live  not  as  other  Gentiles,  who  live 
in  the  vanity  of  their  mind,  and  whose  understanding  is  dark, 
and  who  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  because  they  have 
no  knowledge,  and  because  of  the  blindness  of  their  hearts; 
and  who  have  given  up  their  hope,  and  have  surrendered 
themselves  to  wantoness  and  to  the  practice  of  all  uncleanli¬ 
ness  in  their  covetousness.  But  that  is  not  what  you  have  been 
taught  about  Christ;  if  you  have  truly  heard  Him  and  have 
been  taught  by  Him,  as  the  truth  is  found  in  Jesus,  lay  aside  all 
your  former  practices,  that  is  to  say,  the  old  man  which  is 
degenerated  with  deceitful  lusts,  and  be  renewed  in  the  spirit 
of  your  mind,  and  put  on  the  new  man,  who  is  created  by  God 
in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.  Barekhmore. 

Hulolo 

Deacons:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  Let  heaven  rejoice  and 
let  the  earth  be  glad  on  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  the  King, 
Halleluiah. 

Thurifer:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  John  20:19-29 

When  it  was  evening  that  first  day  of  the  week,  and  the  doors  were  shut 
where  the  disciples  were  staying  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  Jesus  came,  stood 
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they  received  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  He  said  to  them:  If  you 
forgive  a  man  his  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  to  him;  if  you 
withhold  forgiveness  of  a  man’s  sins,  they  are  kept1.  He 
ordered  them  to  bind  and  loosen  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  to 
perform  miracles,  signs,  healings  and  to  raise  the  dead  by  the 
descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  He  promised  them.  When 
Thomas  believed  and  said:  My  Lord  and  my  God,  He  con¬ 
firmed  his  faith.  When  He  promised  His  disciples  that  they 
would  sit  on  the  throne  and  judge  the  tribes  of  Israel,  He 
called  them  His  beloved  and  His  brothers,  gave  them  rule  over 
His  Kingdom,  handed  over  to  them  the  keys  of  heaven  and  the 
authority  to  forgive  the  sins  of  men,  and  He  built  His  Church 
upon  them.  They  are  the  zealous  laborers  in  the  vineyard  of 
Christ.  They  are  the  wise  physicians  who  healed  the  infirmities 
and  illnesses  of  men,  spiritually  and  physically.  They  are  the 
ones  who  preached  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  in  the  world  and 
restored  the  world  to  the  right  path.  May  we,  the  children  of 
the  Holy  Church,  be  made  worthy  by  their  prayers  to  stand  at 
Your  right  hand.  We  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving,  to  the 
Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

Supplication  of  Saint  Ephrem 

Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Son,  Who  set  us  free  by  His 
Resurrection,  O  Christ,  Who  redeemed  us  by  His  Resurrec¬ 
tion,  have  mercy  upon  our  souls. 

O  God,  may  Your  peace  indwell  in  the  holy  faithful 
Church;  may  Your  tranquility  be  among  us  now  and  till  the 
end  of  time. 

Glory  to  the  Father  who  reconciles  all,  and  to  the  Son, 
Who  is  the  peace  that  conciliates  all,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Who  revives  all,  the  Sublime  Mystery  worshipped  by  all. 

1  —  John  20:21-23 


How  wonderful  was  our  Lord’s  voice  when  He  called  His 
disciples  in  the  Upper  Room,  saying  to  them:  Peace  be  with 
you,  and  the  Church  rejoiced  because  He  had  redeemed  her 
children  by  His  Resurrection. 

How  wonderful  and  comely  of  Thomas  when  he  said  to 
the  disciples,  his  colleagues  and  brethren:  I  will  not  believe 
unless  He  shows  me  Himself  .as  you  saw  Him. 

Deacons:  Stomen  Kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Infinite,  Ineffable  and  Invisible 

Who  entered  the  Upper  Room  among  the  holy  disciples  while 
the  doors  were  closed  and  showed  them  His  side  and  the  place 
of  the  spear  and  the  nails.  He  called  Thomas  and  showed  him 
His  side.  Thomas  believed,  confessed,  worshipped  and  said: 
Truly,  my  Lord  and  my  God.  Glory  to  Him  Who  crowned  His 
disciples  and  confirmed  them  in  the  mysterious  Upper  Room 
and  breathed  upon  them  the  Holy  Spirit,  filling  them  with 
power  and  wisdom.  Glory  to  Him  Who  gave  them  the  new 
wine  of  His  Godhead  to  drink,  and  made  them  partakers  of 
His  spirituality  and  strengthened  them  by  His  might.  To  Him 
befit  glory,  praise  and  dominion  at  this  time  of  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  and  at  all  festivals, 
times,  hours,  season  and  through  all  the  days  of  our  life.  Dea¬ 
cons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

We  now  celebrate  this  holy  day  and  commemorate  the 
mysterious  Upper  Room,  in  which  the  holy  apostles  and  dis¬ 
ciples  received  the  Son,  when  on  Sunday  evening,  Jesus  came 
to  His  disciples  and  stood  among  them  while  the  doors  were 
closed,  and  said  to  them:  Peace  be  with  you  all,  and 
He  showed  them  the  place  of  the  spear  in  His  side  and  the 
marks  of  the  nails  in  His  hands  and  feet.  And  he  said  to 
them:  A  spirit  does  not  have  flesh  and  bones  such  as  you  see 
I  possess.  Then  He  said  to  them:  Just  as  My  Father  has  sent 
Me,  so  I  send  you.  And  He  breathed  upon  them  and 
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O  Peace,  Who  reconciled  the  creation  and  established 
tranquility  in  the  world,  may  Your  peace  and  tranquility  ind¬ 
well  among  Your  people,  Your  sheep  and  Your  Church. 

ANOTHER  HYMN 
Tune:  Bsafro  Bhath  Bshabo 

I  preach  His  Gospel:  said  Thomas  to  the  disciples.  I  will 
not  believe  unless  I  touch  Him,  see  His  scars  and  put  my  hand 
in  His  side,  only  then  I  shall  go  out  and  preach  His  Resurrec¬ 
tion.  Halleluiah,  blessed  be  Your  Death  and  Your  Resurrec¬ 
tion,  Jesus  the  Savior  of  the  world. 

While  the  doors  were  closed  and  the  disciples  were  in  the 
upper  room,  our  Lord  stood  among  them  and  showed  Himself 
to  them;  and  He  showed  His  side  to  Thomas  to  bear  witness  to 
His  Resurrection.  Halleluiah,  glory  to  Him  Who  rose  from  the 
tomb  and  showed  His  Resurrection  to  His  beloved. 

They  enter  the  sanctuary  and  say  Psalm  57,  and  then 
chant  the  following: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Ethdakhrine  Bro  Daloho 

Eight  days  after  our  Savior  had  risen,  He  showed  Himself 
to  His  disciples. 

Blessed  be  Your  peace  that  conciliated  the  earth,  pulled 
down  all  divisions  and  established  great  tranquility. 

Peace,  peace  to  those  who  are  afar  off,  and  one  accord  to 
those  who  are  near  because  Christ  has  risen  from  the  tomb. 

The  Beatitudes  (Matthew  5:3-12) 

Blessed  are  the  humble,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Mo  Shafeer  Wo 

How  wonderful  was  the  peace  which  our  Lord  gave  to  His 
twelve  disciples  in  the  Upper  Room,  saying  to  them:  Peace  be 
with  you.  Do  not  be  troubled,  for  I  have  risen  from  among  the 
dead. 
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THE  SERVICE  CONDUCTED 
ON  THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER 
COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  NEW  SUNDAY 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary ,  during  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist ,  the  priest 
holds  the  cross  in  his  hands  while  the  other  clergy  or  deacons 
carry  the  Gospel,  the  censer,  the  fans  and  lit  candles,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  in  a  joyous  procession  from  the  northern  door  of  the 
sanctuary  to  the  southern  door.  During  the  procession,  they 
shall  sing  the  following: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Haw  Dasleebeh  A’l  Kathfeh 

Blessed  be  Christ  Who  sent  forth  His  disciples  with  His 
peace.  Behold,  the  heavenly  hosts  and  the  mortals  offer  Him 
glory. 

On  this  Sunday,  the  disciples  gained  courage  because  the 
Lord  of  all  entered  unto  them  and  established  peace  among 
them. 

On  this  Sunday,  the  mouth  of  the  unjust  was  closed 
because  they  denied  the  Son,  saying:  This  is  not  God. 

On  this  day,  our  Lord  entered  the  Upper  Room.  He  called 
His  disciples  and  showed  them  His  hands,  His  feet  and  His 
life-giving  scars. 

Our  Lord  entered  unto  His  disciples  and  greeted  them  all 
with  peace.  He  showed  them  a  miracle  by  not  opening  the 
doors  of  the  Upper  Room. 
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Go  give  the  glad  tidings,  go  give  the  glad  tidings  to  all  the 
disciples.  I  have  risen,  I  have  risen,  be  not  troubled. 

Glad  tidings,  on  the  bright  day,  to  the  blessed  disciples 
whose  Master  has  risen. 

In  white  garments,  the  angels  were  robed,  shining  in  the 
festal  chamber  of  the  slain  Who  destroyed  Sheol. 

The  women  ran  happily  and  said  to  the  disciples:  Be 
consoled,  be  consoled  for  Your  Master  has  risen. 

Arise  Simon,  go  out  and  behold  the  true  resurrection. 
Believe  in  Him  and  preach  Him  all  over  the  world. 

Judas  is  hung,  Judas  is  hung,  Caiaphas  is  rejected,  Hanan 
is  struck  dumb  and  is  confused  because  the  Son  has  risen. 

The  angels,  with  glad  tidings,  said  to  the  women:  The 
Bridegroom  rose  in  glory;  He  is  not  in  Sheol. 

Arise,  wash  away  your  tears,  O  fugitives!  Lift  up  your 
heads  because  your  Master  is  risen. 

The  guards  trembled  because  of  the  surpassing  light.  Lo, 
the  angels  were  gathered  to  preach  the  truth. 

The  Light  shone  forth  in  the  dawn  and  bound  the  night. 
Darkness  has  given  way  because  the  Light  appeared. 

The  Mighty  entered  into  Sheol  to  have  His  fill  of  sleep.  It 
could  not  contain  Him  to  sleep  in  it.  He  therefore  woke  up  and 
destroyed  it. 

Glory  to  You,  glory  to  You,  O  Morning  Christ!  Thanks¬ 
giving  be  to  Your  Father  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit. 
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HYMN 

Tune:  Bsafro  Hzawooy  Talmeethe 

Peace  be  to  the  altar  and  to  the  cross;  peace  be  to  the  holy 
tomb;  peace  be  to  the  Gospel,  and  with  them,  the  congregation 
of  the  Saints,  the  priests  and  the  deacons  and  to  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Church. 

May  Your  peace  and  Your  tranquility,  our  Lord  and  our 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  be  with  us  and  among  us  as  we  embrace 
one  another,  and  may  Your  peace  reign  in  the  four  corners  till 
the  end  of  the  world. 

May  Your  peace  keep  our  churches,  Your  tranquility 
establish  our  monasteries,  Your  Cross  sanctify  our  souls,  Your 
Feast  gladden  our  spirits,  and  may  Your  peace  and  tranquility, 
O  our  Lord,  be  with  us  and  among  us. 

ANOTHER  HYMN 
Tune:  Hthaw  Amae,  Hthaw  Amae 

Rejoice  O  people,  rejoice  O  people,  said  Mary,  my  Son 
has  risen  from  the  tomb  and  ascended  to  His  Father. 

O  Children  of  light,  O  children  of  light,  the  Light  is  come. 
Rise  and  praise  the  day  that  has  enlightened  the  earth. 

O  disciples,  O  disciples,  the  Resurrection  has  shone  forth. 
Do  not  weep,  do  not  weep,  Your  Master  is  risen. 

Who  is  she,  who  is  she,  who  beheld  the  true  Light?  She 
inquired  and  He  told  her  that  He  was  the  One  and  not 
someone  else. 

She  is  Mary,  she  is  Mary,  who  was  gazing  toward  heaven. 
She  saw  Him  first  when  He  arose  and  was  manifest. 
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Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  children  of  the 
faithful  Church  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  who  rose  gloriously  from 
the  tomb,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  North . 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repentance, 
entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  rose  gloriously  from  the  tomb,  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  South. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers  and 
have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity  on  His 
sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 

They  say  the  Lord's  Prayer ,  and  the  celebrant  signs  the  con¬ 
gregation  with  the  cross.  Then  the  clergy  and  the  deacons  immedia¬ 
tely  enter  the  sanctuary.  They  bless  themselves  by  kissing  the  altar , 
the  cross ,  the  Gospel ,  the  holy  tomb  and  the  saints'  relics. 

The  archdeacon  cries  out  saying:  Let  us  give  peace  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  with  a  holy  and  divine  kiss.1 

Having  given  the  kiss  of  peace  to  one  another ,  the  celebrant , 
the  clergymen  and  the  deacons  go  down  to  the  chancel ,  and  the 
congregation  kisses  the  cross  with  great  joy  as  if  they  were  kissing 
the  risen  Christ  in  spirit  and  faith.  This  cross,  wrapped  in  a  red 
scarf,  shall  be  kept  on  the  stand,  in  the  sanctuary,  till  the  feast  of  the 
Ascension.  While  the  congregation  continues  to  kiss  the  cross,  the 
choir  shall  sing  the  following: 


1  —  Romans  16:16 
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They  turn  to  the  South 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that,  with  the 

heavenly  hosts,  we  may  exalt  this  day  of  Your  Resurrection 
which  took  place  on  the  third  day.  Grant  to  us  that  we  may 
celebrate  Your  feasts  with  cheerfulness,  and  receive  from  You 
good  gifts  and  blessings.  Remove  from  us  the  punishment  of 
wrath  and  all  afflictions  by  Your  holy  Cross  and  by  Your 
power  which  indwells  in  Your  saints.  We  offer  You  praise  and 
glory  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

On  behalf  of  the  sick,  the  oppressed,  the  miserable,  the 
poor,  the  orphans  and  the  widows,  and  in  order  that  the  Lord 
may  cause  His  great  tranquility  and  peace  to  indwell  among 
His  people,  His  Church  and  His  flock,  on  account  of  this,  we 
beseech  You,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie 
eleison. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

Now  they  all  turn  to  the  East  and  the  celebrant  waves  the 
cross  in  the  four  directions  as  is  usually  performed  at  the  other 
Church  festivals: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  rose  gloriously  from  the 
tomb  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 
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They  turn  to  the  West 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Christ  our  God,  we  are  glad,  delighted  and 

joyful  in  Your  Resurrection.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  Your  peace 
and  tranquility  may  reign  among  us,  and  Your  love  and  kind¬ 
ness  to  dwell  among  us.  Make  us  worthy  to  adore  Your  Cross 
and  praise  Your  Resurrection.  Make  us  and  our  departed  to  be 
joyful  in  Your  kingdom  that  we  may  praise  YOur  Lordship, 
our  Lord  and  our  God,  forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

The  Resurrection  was  knownto  everyone,  yet  ignorant 
people  deny  it.  He,  Whom  the  Jews  crucified,  rose  gloriously 
from  the  tomb.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech  You,  saying: 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  North 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  to  be  protected 

under  the  wings  of  Your  Cross,  to  take  refuge  in  Your  Resur¬ 
rection,  to  believe  in  Your  revival,  to  keep  the  commandments 
of  Your  Gospel,  to  do  Your  will  to  fulfill  Your  law.  May  we 
obtain  shelter  and  help  through  the  prayers  of  the  just  and  the 
righteous.  Grant  to  us  and  to  our  departed  forgiveness  of  sins 
through  their  intercession.  To  You  we  offer  praise  with  Your 
Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

Have  compassion,  O  Lord,  upon  your  people.  Do  not 
turn  away  from  Your  inheritance  and  exalt  the  horn  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  by  the  great  sign  of  Your  Cross.  On  account  of  this,  we 
beseech  You,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie 
eleison. 
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1  have  spoken  these  things  to  you  that  My  joy  may  be  in  you 
and  that  your  joy  may  be  full.  This  is  My  commandment,  that 
you  love  one  another  just  as  I  have  loved  you.  There  is  no 
greater  love  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  the  sake 
of  his  friends.  You  are  My  friends  if  you  do  everything  that  I 
command  you.  Henceforth,  I  will  not  call  you  servants 
because  a  servant  does  not  know  what  his  master  does,  but  I 
have  always  called  you  My  friends  because  everything  that  1 
heard  from  My  Father  I  have  made  known  to  you  (John 
15:11-15).  I  command  these  things  to  you  so  that  you  may  love 
one  another.  If  the  world  hates  you,  know  well  that  it  has 
hated  Me  before  you.  If  you  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
would  love  its  own,  but  you  are  not  of  the  world  for  I  have 
chosen  you  out  of  the  world.  This  is  why  the  world  hates  you 
(John  15:17-19).  Peace  be  to  all  of  you.  + 

The  priest  holds  the  cross  again  in  his  hands  and  starts  the 
Service  of  the  Veneration  of  the  Cross.  Facing  the  East ,  the 
celebrant  says  the  following  prayer: 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Peace,  Who  reconciled  the  heavenly  hosts  on 

being  slain.  O  Tranquility,  Who  conciliated  mortals  by  being 
sacrificed.  O  Savior,  Who  redeemed  the  Gentiles  by  His  Cross. 
O  Love,  Who  united  those  who  were  divided,  by  His  Resur¬ 
rection.  Grant,  O  Lord,  peace  to  the  troubled  world  on  this 
day  of  Your  Resurrection  and  preserve  us,  by  Your  Cross, 
from  all  injuries.  To  You  we  offer  glory,  praise  and  honor, 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Maze’qonootho 

O  compassionate  Lord,  I  sing  unto  You  on  the  day  of 
Your  Resurrection  words  that  befit  Your  honor.  The  Gentiles 
who  were  redeemed  by  Your  Cross  offer  You  praise  on  Your 
festival.  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech  You,  saying:  kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 
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has  labored  hard  among  you.  Satute  Andronicus  and  Junia, 
my  kinsmen,  who  were  prisoners  with  me,  and  well  known 
among  the  apostles,  and  who  were  believers  in  Christ  before 
me.  Greet  Amplias,  piy  beloved  in  our  Lord.  Greet  Urbanus, 
our  fellow  worker  in  Christ,  and  my  beloved  Stachys.  Salute 
Apelles,  chosen  in  our  Lord.  Salute  the  members  of  the  hou¬ 
sehold  of  Aristobulus.  Salute  Herodion,  my  kinsman.  Greet 
the  members  of  the  household  of  Narcissus,  who  are  in  our 
Lord.  Salute  Tryphena  and  Tryphosa,  who  labor  in  the  Lord. 
Salute  the  beloved  Persis,  who  labored  hard  in  our  Lord. 
Salute  Rufus,  chosen  in  our  Lord,  and  his  mother,  who  is  also 
a  mother  to  me.  Salute  Asyncritus,  Phlegon,  Hermas, 
Patrobas,  Hermes  and  the  brethren  who  are  with  them.  Salute 
Philologus  and  Julia,  Nereus  and  his  sister,  and  Olympas  and 
all  the  saints  who  are  with  them.  Salute  one  another  with  a 
holy  kiss.  The  Churches  of  Christ  salute  you.  Barekhmore. 

Hulolo 

Deacons:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  Let  heaven  rejoice  and 
let  earth  be  glad  on  the  Resurrection  of  Christ  the  King,  Hal¬ 
leluiah. 

Thurifcr:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  John. 

A  new  commandment  1  give  you,  that  you  love  one  another; 
just  as  1  have  loved  you,  that  you  also  love  one  another.  By  this 
every  man  shall  know  that  you  are  My  disciples,  if  you  have  love 
one  for  another  (John  13:34-35).  Peace  I  leave  with  you;  My  own 
peace  I  give  you,  not  as  the  world  gives,  I  give  to  you  (John  14:27). 
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On  this  day,  the  children  of  the  Church  sang  praise,  on  it 
heaven  and  earth  and  the  whole  creation  were  reconciled;  on 
this  day,  peace  reigned  in  the  four  quarters;  on  it  the  Lord  and 
Adam  were  reconciled,  for  they  were  at  enmity. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  Who  is  the  peace  of  all  the  wrath- 
full;  worship  to  the  Son,  Who  has  reconciled  the  universe  by 
His  Crucifixion;  thanksgiving  to  the  Spirit,  Who  perfected  the 
way  by  peace.  Blessed  be  Who  taught  us  to  be  like  Him  in  love 
and  peace. 

O  peace,  Who  reconciled  the  heavenly  hosts  with  earthly 
beings,  grant  peace,  O  Lord,  to  Your  Church  and  keep  her 
children  by  Your  resurrection. 

Readings 

Leviticus  23:26-32 
Micah  7:8-13 
Isaiah  57:19-20;  60:17-22 
I  Peter  5:5-14 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say: 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Romans  16:1-16 

My  brethren,  I  entrust  to  your  care  Phebe,  our  sister,  who  is  a 
deaconess  of  the  Church  which  is  at  Cenchrea,  that  you  may 
receive  her  in  our  Lord  with  the  respect  which  is  due  saints,  and 
that  you  may  assist  her  in  whatever  she  may  need  of  you;  for  she 
has  been  a  help  to  many  and  to  me  also.  Salute  Priscilla  and 
Aguila,  fellow  workers  with  me  in  Jesus  Christ,  who  have  risked 
their  necks  for  my  sake.  I  am  not  the  only  one  grateful  to  them,  but 
also  all  the  churches  of  the  Gentiles.  Salute  my  well  beloved  Epae- 
netus,  who  is  the  first  fruit  of  Achaia  to  Christ.  Greet  Mary,  who 
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After  chanting  Psalm  51,  the  deacons  shall  sing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hymn: 

HYMN 

Tune:  At  D’baqiomto  Deelokh 

By  Your  Resurrection  You  made  heaven  and  earth  to 
rejoice.  Make  Your  Church  delighted  and  preserve  her  chil¬ 
dren  by  Your  Cross.  God  have  mercy  upon  us. 

He  made  cheerful  His  disciples,  Who  were  sorrowful,  and 
spread  peace  between  the  heavenly  hosts  and  earthly  beings. 
God  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Glory  be  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Son,  and  praise  to  the 
Holy  Spirit,  Who  gladdened  us  on  the  glorious  feast  of  the 
Resurrection.  God  have  mercy  upon  us. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Quqoyo 

Peace,  peace  be  to  those  who  are  afar  off  and  to  those 
who  are  near,  for  Christ  has  risen  from  the  tomb  and  gathered 
those  who  were  scattered.  Thomas  believed  and  Simon  became 
steadfast.  He  removed  from  them  grief  and  sadness.  Caia- 
phas’  head  is  covered  with  shame.  The  assembly  is  in  mour¬ 
ning.  The  Church,  Mary  and  her  companions  sing  praise, 
Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Peace  be  with  you  My  beloved  ones,  our  Lord  said  to  His 
disciples  in  the  Upper  Room  on  the  day  of  His  Resurrection. 
He  removed  from  them  grief  and  sadness.  He  filled  them  with 
tranquility  and  peace,  saying  to  them:  This  peace  will  be  with 
you  and  by  it  you  will  be  kept  from  the  evil  one,  day  and  night, 
Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

O  Son,  Who  redeemed  His  Church  by  His  Resurrection, 
grant  peace  to  her  and  keep  her  children  by  Your  Resurrec¬ 
tion.  O  Lord. 
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The  angel,  robed  in  light,  drew  near  and  rolled  the  stone 
away  from  the  tomb. 

He  opened  the  Bridegroom’s  festal  chamber,  to  make 
sure  that  He  was  risen  from  the  grave.  He  did  not  leave  it 
closed  in  order  that  the  people  might  believe  that  He,  the  Son 
of  the  King,  had  truly  risen.  The  angel  rolled  away  the  stone 
and  the  Living  One  began  to  spread  the  glad  tidings. 

On  this  great  and  beautiful  morning,  heaven  is  joyful  and 
bright.  The  whole  earth  is  greatly  rejoicing,  for  life  and  salva¬ 
tion  have  reigned  on  it.  On  this  morning,  heaven  and  earth 
were  reconciled  after  they  had  been  at  enmity  for  a  long  time. 
All  the  peoples  and  the  nations  have  repented  and  gained  joy. 

When  the  procession  returns  to  the  altar ,  the  celebrant 
puts  the  cross  on  the  stand  and  starts  the  Service  of  Giving 
Peace. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Christ  God,  Who  endured  sufferings  and  the 

Cross  on  account  of  our  salvation,  Who  died  of  His  own  will 
and  quickened  our  mortality,  Who  rose  from  the  tomb  and 
raised  us  with  Him,  grant  us,  O  Lord,  to  rejoice  on  this  glo¬ 
rious' feast  of  Your  Resurrection.  Make  Your  tranquility  and 
peace  to  dwell  among  us.  Visit  us  with  the  mercies  of  Your 
grace,  cure  our  sickness  and  our  illness  by  Your  clemency. 
Deliver  us  from  the  afflictions  and  punishment  of  wrath,  by 
Your  Compassion,  so  that  we  may  rejoicingly  celebrate  Your 
feast,  our  Lord  and  our  God,  forever. 
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Glory  to  the  Father,  Who  sent  His  Son  for  our  redemption;  worship 
to  the  Son,  Who  gloriously  rose  from  the  tomb;  thanksgiving  be  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  Who  did  not  let  His  Holy  One  to  suffer  corruption1; 
one  nature  of  the  Three  to  Whom  be  glory. 

O  Peace,  Who  reconciled  the  heavenly  hosts  with  the  earthly 
beings,  grant  peace,  O  Lord,  to  Your  Church  and  keep  her  children 
by  Your  Resurrection. 

The  buried  cross  is  taken  out  from  the  tomb.  The  burial  wrappings  are 
removed  at  the  altar.  The  cross  is  washed  with  rose  water ,  then  decorated 
with  a  red  silk  scarf  as  prophesied  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah ,  saying:  Who  is 
this  that  comes  from  Edom  with  crimson  garments  (Isaiah  63:1)?  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  Resurrection  Service,  the  priest  holds  the  cross  high  and 
says  in  a  loud  voice: 

My  brethren,  I  bring  you  new  glad  tidings,  Christ  has  risen 
from  the  tomb  and  has  struck  His  enemies  behind  Him. 

the  congregation  responds,  saying:  We  believe  and  confess  that  He  has 
indeed  risen. 

Then  he  puts  the  cross  on  a  stand  in  front  of  the  altar  with  two  lit 
candles  on  the  sides  of  the  stand  and  they  descend  to  the  chancel  and  chant 
the  Gloria  and  continue  the  morning  canonical  prayers.  The  priest,  who  is 
prepared  to  offer  the  service  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  enters  the  sanctuary 
and  chants  the  preparation  prayers  inaudibly.  During  the  service  of  the 
Holy  Eucharist,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
the  clergy  and  deacons  with  the  processional  cross,  Gospel,  censer,  fans 
and  candles  proceed  from  the  altar  in  procession,  the  celebrant  holding  the 
cross  high  in  his  hands,  starting  from  the  northern  door  and  ending  at  the 
S>dok\*_c*\  dfio  f * 

Quqoyo  (First  Tune) 

The  Almighty  rose  from  the  tomb  with  great  power...  See  page 

263 

ANOTHER  HYMN 

Tune:  Qum  Fawlos 

O  Mary,  I  am  the  Gardener,  the  Great  One  Who  planted 
Paradise.  O  Mary,  I  am  the  revival,  the  resurrection  and  the  life  of 
all  living  beings.  O  Mary,  I  am  He,  Who  was  slain  and  buried.  Do 
not  come  near  Me  for  I  have  not  ascended  to  My  Father,  but  go  and 
announce  to  the  apostles  that  I  have  gloriously  risen  from  the 
tomb.2 

1  —  Psalm  16:10 

2  —  John  20:17 
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healing  and  to  the  weak  relief.  Be  unto  the  orphans  and  the 
widows  a  guardian  and  a  preserver;  unto  sinners  and  offenders 
pardon  and  absolution;  unto  those  who  are  afar,  a  return; 
unto  those  who  are  near,  a  preservation,  and  to  all  the  children 
of  the  Holy  Church,  a  good  rememberance  of  righteousness, 
so  that  together  with  them  we  may  offer  You  glory  and  praise, 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 
Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Quqoyo  (First  Tune) 

The  Almighty  rose  from  the  tomb  with  a  great  power.  The 
prophet  met  Him  and  marvelled  at  Him.  He  drew  near  and 
asked  Him:  What  happened  to  You,  my  Lord?  Why  are  Your 
garments  red1,  Your  side  and  Your  hands  pierced?  I  have 
mightily  trodden  the  winepress  in  Sheol.  I  have  fought  the 
fight  alone  and  I  was  splashed  with  blood2,  Halleluiah,  I  rose 
and  was  revived. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Two  angels  came  down  today  from  heaven  to  earth.  They 
were  dressed  in  white  garments  and  were  standing  by  the 
tomb.  Tell  us,  O  men  of  fire  and  spirit,  what  are  you  seeking  in 
the  city  of  the  dead?  Lo,  a  decree  has  been  written  to  Adam 
and  his  children.  God  is  reconciled  with  them  and  has  blotted 
out  their  debts,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

O  Son,  Who  redeemed  His  Church  by  His  Resurrection, 
grant  peace  to  her  and  keep  her  children  by  Your  Resurrec¬ 
tion,  O  Lord. 

From  John  the  Church  hears  about  the  Ressurrection  of 
the  Good  Shepherd  Who  gathered  His  sheep  that  were  scat¬ 
tered  abroad;  that  swift  disciple3  talks  today,  for  he  beheld  His 
Resurrection  and  tells  about  His  revival. 

1  —  Esaiah  63:2 

2  —  Isaiah  63:3 

3  —  John  20:4 
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Eqbo 

Tune:  Blaylawotho  Mkadmeenan 

O  Christ  our  life-giving  God,  You  arose  gloriously  from 
the  tomb,  and  raised  the  fallen  Adam  with  You,  O  Good  One 
Who  loves  mankind.  Grant  to  us  by  Your  mercy,  Your  great 
tranquility  and  Your  peace,  O  Lover  of  mankind. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Everlasting  and  the  Immortal  Who 

restored  creation  to  life  by  His  death,  redeemed  His  Church  by 
His  Resurrection,  gladdened  His  flock  by  His  revival,  granted 
felicity  to  His  Sheep  by  His  manifestation,  and  Who  will  make 
His  inheritance  cheerful  in  His  bridal  feast.  To  Him  be  glory, 
and  dominion  at  this  time  of  the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  and  at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons 
and  through  all  the  days  of  our  life  forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

Glory  to  the  Eternal  Child  Who  was  born  of  the  Eternal 
Father  by  Whom  all  things  were  created,  Who  was  born  of  a  virgin 
woman  and  brought  to  nought  all  the  passions  of  the  flesh;  the 
Savior,  Who  in  the  likeness  of  babes,  descended  from  His  Father 
after  the  manner  of  infants  and  walked  in  the  way  of  mortals  and 
by  whom  Eve  was  exalted.  We  therefore  beseech  You,  Christ  our 
God,  to  bestow  upon’us  the  blessings  of  this  festival  and  holy  day. 
Grant  unto  us  cleansing  and  purity  from  all  the  defilements  of  the 
flesh  and  spirit.  Blot  out  and  remove  from  us  envy,  grudge  and 
enmity  and  fill  us  with  love,  purity  and  holiness.  Grant,  by  Your 
grace,  O  Lord,  to  the  kings  tranquility,  to  the  armies  serenity,  to  the 
persecuted  respite,  to  the  oppressed  deliverance,  to  the  youth  purity, 
to  the  old  support,  to  the  married  dignity,  to  the  celebates  virtue,  to 
the  monks  integrity,  to  the  ascetics  perseverance,  to  the  rich  humi¬ 
lity,  to  the  poor  sustenance,  to  the  hungry  abundance,  to  the  sick 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  VENERATION  OF  THE  CROSS 


CONDUCTED  ON  THE  GREAT  SUNDAY 
OF  THE  RESURRECTION 
COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  EASTER  SUNDAY 

During  the  evening  service  of  Easter  eve ,  the  dark-hued 
spreads  and  covers,  which  were  used  during  Passion  Week ,  are 
removed  to  be  replaced  with  white  and  colorful  ones.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  service  of  the  faithful  departed ,  the  priest , 
carrying  the  censer ,  enters  with  the  other  clergy  and  the  dea¬ 
cons  into  the  sanctuary  to  conduct  silently  the  Resurrection 
Service  behind  the  altar  where  the  cross  is  buried. 

s 

Quqaliun  (Firs!  Tune) 

Let  God  arise,  let  His  enemies  be  scattered;  Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah,  Let  them  also  that  hate  Him  flee  before  Him. 

As  smoke  is  driven  away,  so  let  them  vanish;  Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah,  so  let  the  wicked  perish  at  the  presence  of  God. 
(Psalm  68:  l  &  2) 
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whatever  you  release  on  earth  will  be  released  in  heaven.  Again 
1  say  to  you  that  if  two  of  you  are  worthy  on  earth,  anything 
that  they  would  ask  will  be  done  for  them  by  My  Father  in 
heaven.  For  wherever  two  or  three  are  gathered  in  My  name,  I 
am  there  among  them.  Then  Peter  came  up  and  said  to  Him, 
My  Lord,  if  my  brother  is  at  fault  with  me,  how  many  times 
should  I  forgive  him?  Up  to  seven  times?  Jesus  said  to  him,  I 
do  not  say  to  you  seven  times,  but  up  to  seventy  times  seven. 
Worship  to  the  Lord.  Kyrie  eleison. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Gospel  reading ,  they  kneel  down 
and  beg  pardon  from  one  another ,  just  as  they  did  on  the  first 
Monday  of  Great  Lent.  Here  the  service  of  the  Holy  Eucharist 
is  conducted  and  the  whole  service  is  concluded  by  the  Easter 
Eve  prayers.  If  time  permits ,  the  priest  or  any  other  clergy 
shall  preach  about  our  Savior's  love ,  mercy  and  compassion  in 
dealing  with  the  redemption  of  repenting  sinners. 
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Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

I  have  never  seen,  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  such  a 
convenant  as  the  one  which  our  Lord  wrote  for  the  Holy  Church. 
He  wrote  it  with  His  Blood  and  sealed  it  with  His  Cross  and  it  was 
read  on  the  third  day.  Adam  read  it  and  found  the  following  written 
in  it:  The  same  day  on  which  the  sinner  repents,  the  Lord  will  res¬ 
pond  to  him,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

We  cry  to  You,  O  Lord,  our  Lord.  Come  to  our  help.  Hear  our 
supplication  and  show  mercy  to  our  souls. 

O  disciple,  if  you  do  not  love  the  one  who  hates  you,  look  for 
another  master,  for  the  crucified  Master  will  not  be  yours.  If  Jesus 
is  your  Master,  then  He  teaches  you  to  love  your  enemies  and  to 
cherish  them. 

Wash  thoroughly  from  you,  rage,  grudge  and  wickedness  of 
heart,  and  let  the  love  of  God  dwell  in  you  like  a  kingdom.  He  who 
resents  his  neighbor  and  does  not  love  him,  hates  the  Lord,  and  to 
love  his  brother  is  for  him  impossible.  Hear  us,  O  God,  hear  us,  O 
God,  and  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  turn  the  hearts  of  men  unto 
repentance. 

The  Gospel 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Lord,  His  mercies  be  upon  you  forever. 

Deacons:  Amen.  Priest:  The  Holy  Gospel  from  the  Apostle 
Matthew. 

Deacons:  May  his  prayer  be  with  us. 

The  Priest  reads  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  18:12-22 

What  do  you  think?  If  a  man  should  have  a  hundred  sheep,  and 
one  of  them  is  lost,  would  he  not  leave  the  ninety  and  nine  on  the 
mountain  and  go  in  search  of  the  one  which  is  lost?  And  if  he  should 
find  it,  truly  I  say  to  you,  he  rejoices  over  it  more  than  over  the 
ninety  and  nine  which  were  not  lost.  Even  so,  your  Father  in  heaven 
does  not  want  one  of  these  little  ones  to  be  lost.  Now  then,  if  your 
brother  is  at  fault  with  you,  go  and  rebuke  him  alone;  if  he  listens  to 
you,  then  you  have  won  your  brother.  But  if  he  will  not  listen  to 
you,  take  one  or  two  with  you,  because  at  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnesses  every  word  is  established.  And  if  he  will  not  listen  to 
them,  tell  the  congregation;  and  if  he  will  not  listen  to  the  congre¬ 
gation,  then  regard  him  as  a  tax  collector  and  a  heathen.  Truly  I  say 
to  you,  whatever  you  bind  on  earth  will  be  bound  in  heaven,  and 


Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Bless,  our  Savior,  the  crops  of  the  year  and  multiply  riches  for 
the  creation,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Glory  to  Him,  who  is  the  door  of  mercy  that  is  open 
to  the  sinners  who  knock  at  it.  Praise  be  to  Him  Who  is  the  perfect 
hope  that  eagerly  desires  for  the  repentant,  and  the  total  salvation 
Who  is  near  to  those  who  seek  Him. 

To  Him  befit  glory,  praise  and  dominion  at  this  time  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  and  at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons  and  through  all 
the  days  of  our  life  forever. 

Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

We  beseech  You,  O  Lord,  that  as  You  redeemed  us  by  Your 
life-working  Passion  from  the  bondage  of  the  slanderer  and  res¬ 
tored  our  mortality  by  Your  Resurrection,  like-wise  make  us 
worthy,  by  Your  grace,  that  our  hearts  may  be  renewed  again, 
having  grown  old  in  sin1.  Remove  from  us  the  distress  that  has 
darkened  our  hearts,  wipe  away  the  tears  from  our  eyes  by  the  hope 
of  Your  consolation  and  clothe  our  bodies  with  incorruption,  and 
cover  us  with  the  robe  of  glory  that  we  may  be  illumined  and  behold 
You,  O  Bridegroom  of  Truth.  By  Your  loving-kindness,  may  we 
with  our  parents,  brothers,  teachers  and  all  the  faithful  departed,  be 
worthy  to  enjoy  the  delight  of  Your  resurrection.  Together  with 
them,  we  offer  You  glory  and  praise  with  Your  Father  and  Your 
Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Quqoyo 

How  wonderful  is  the  service  and  the  sweet  incense  which 
earthly  beings  offer  Him  as  the  heavenly  hosts  rejoice  exceedingly. 
It  circles  and  ascends  to  the  heights  of  heaven  to  be  accepted  by  Him 
Who  knows  hidden  secrets.  He  says  to  her:  Welcome.  O  mortals’ 
supplication.  I  will  grant  Your  requests,  and  you  may  return  in 
peace,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 


1  —  II  Corinthians  5:17 


THE  SERVICE  OF  PARDON  OR  RECONCILIATION 
CONDUCTED  ON  SATURDAY  BEFORE  EASTER 


This  service  is  conducted  after  the  prayers  of  the  ninth 
hour ,  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  similar  in  purpose  to  the  service 
conducted  on  the  first  Monday  of  Great  Lent.  The  reson  why 
it  is  conducted  at  the  close  of  Great  Lent  is  to  admonish  the 
faithful  to  beg  pardon ,  forgiveness  and  reconciliation  from 
one  another  before  Easter. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glorv  be  to  the  Father... 

j 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  by  Your  Grace, 

for  the  pardon  of  debts  and  the  forgiveness  of  sins  on  this  day 
which  is  the  end  of  Your  Holy  Fast  and  Your  redemptive  Pas¬ 
sion.  Grant  to  us,  that  with  clean  hearts,  to  beg  pardon  and 
forgiveness  from  one  another  according  to  Your  evangelical 
teachings  so  that  we  may  purely  partake  of  Your  Holy  Myste¬ 
ries.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving  with  Your  Father 
and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

After  chanting  Psalm  51,  the  deacons  shall  sing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hymn: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Hteeth  Lokh 

My  personal  sins  frighten  me  and  the  thought  of  judge¬ 
ment  terrifies  me,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

Like  the  sinful  woman,  I  cry  out  unto  You,  and  like  the 
publican,  I  beseech  You,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy 
upon  me. 

Drive  away,  O  Lord,  from  among  us  envy,  guile  and 
slander,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon  me. 
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HYMN 

Tune:  Lokh  Moryo  Qorainan 

The  Living  One  went  down  into  the  dwellings  of  the  dead, 
and  there  He  preached  resurrection,  the  quickening  of  the 
dead  and  forgiveness  of  debts.  He  broke  the  gates  of  hell,  cut 
its  bars  asunder,  dissolved  the  power  of  death  and  put  down  its 
victory.  Blest  be  the  Life-giving  One  Who  gave  life  to  our 
death;  blest  be  the  Watcher  Who  awakens  our  sleepiness; 
Blest  be  he  Who  gave  us  life  by  His  burial;  forgive  and  have 
pity  and  mercy  upon  us. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

My  life  went  down  into  the  pit,  said  David,  personifying 
the  King,  the  Son  of  David,  Who  descended  into  the  dwellings 
of  the  dead.  My  soul  was  filled  with  the  wickedness  of  thecru- 
cifiers;  according  to  their  desire,  I  was  reckoned  among  those 
that  go  down  to  the  pit.  I  will  quicken  the  dead  who  are  in 
Sheol.  I  will  release  those  who  are  in  bonds  of  captivity.  I  will 
arise1  and  be  exalted  and  the  crucifiers  shall  be  put  to  shame. 

They  shall  now  say  the  Gloria ,  the  Trisagion  and  the 
Nicene  Creed. 

Instead  of  the  quqaliun  of  the  faithful  departed ,  they 
shall  say  the  following  petition: 

O  Christ,  Who  by  H  is  Death  quickened  our  mortality, 
raise  our  departed,  accept  our  service  and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Glory  to  You,  O  Lord,  honor  to  Your  Father,  worship 
and  exaltation  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  upon  us  sinners,  mercy 
and  compassion. 

May  the  gates  of  heavenly  Jerusalem  be  opened  that  our 
prayers  may  be  brought  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ. 

Glory  to  You,  our  Lord,  Glory  to  You,  our  Lord,  Glory 
to  You,  our  hope  forever.  Barekhmore. 

1  —  Isaiah  33: 10 


the  adverse  powers  of  darkness!  O  Divine  Burial,  that  clothed 
Adam  and  all  the  faithful  nations  with  splendor  and  glory!  O 
Divine  Burial,  that  bestowed  new  life  upon  the  company  of  the 
righteous!  O  life-giving  Burial,  that  spread  goodness  in  the 
strongholds  of  Sheol  and  made  them  desolate!  O  life-giving 
Burial,  that  made  Adam  and  all  his  children  inheritors  of  the 
heavenly  kingdom!  O  Divine  Burial,  that  clothed  Satan  and 
his  powers  with  distress  and  carried  away  the^aptives  that  it 
had  carried  away  in  captivity!  O  Divine  Burial,  that  granted 
Adam  and  his  children  consolation  and  happiness!  O  Majestic 
Burial,  by  which  those  who  lie  prostrate  in  the  dust,  gained 
rejoicing  and  gladness!  O  Divine  Burial,  that  shone  forth  light 
upon  those  who  believed  in  You  in  true  faith!  O  Divine  Burial, 
that  granted  true  hope  and  life  to  the  chief  of  all  races  and 
generations!  O  Divine  Burial,  on  which  the  heavenly  hosts 
descended  and  glorified  the  tomb  of  their  Lord’s  Son!  O 
Divine  Burial,  which  sent  forth  pleasant  and  sweet  fragrance 
by  Christ’s  entrance  to  Sheol  and  gladdened  those  who  lie 
down  in  the  dust!  O  Divine  burial,  that  enlightened  the  dead 
with  incomprehensible  light!  O  Divine  Burial,  that  invited  the 
faithful  to  holiness  and  piety  and  put  to  shame  and  reproach 
those  who  denied  Him!  O  Divine  Burial,  by  which  those  who 
were  buried  in  the  graves  found  mercy  and  compassion!  O 
Divine  Burial,  that  established  great  tranquility  and  abundant 
peace  among  the  heavenly  hosts  and  the  earthly  beings!  O 
Divine  Burial,  by  which  the  gates  of  heavenly  bridal  chamber 
was  opened  for  those  who  were  driven  away  and  for  the  desti¬ 
tute!  Even  now,  we  beseech  You,  O  Lord  God,  by  this  sweet 
incense  which  we  have  offered  unto  You,  that  You  may  blot 
out  our  sins  and  trespasses,  forgive  all  our  unrighteous  acts 
and  grant  rest  to  our  faithful  departed  who  have  proceeded 
unto  You.  Together  with  them,  we  offer  You  praise  and 
thanksgiving  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  our 
debts... 


1  —  Psalm  68:18 


jVns^/ 
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that  lie  in  the  grave.  You  have  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit,  Halleluiah, 
Halleluiah;  in  darkness  in  the  shadow  of  death.  Behold  You  will 
show  wonders  to  the  dead,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah;  the  mighty  ones 
shall  rise  and  praise  You. 

Eqbo  (Seventh  Tune) 

The  burial  of  Christ,  our  King,  was  life  unto  men.  Had  He  not 
been  put  in  the  tomb,  the  high  gates  of  Paradise  would  not  have 
been  opened.  Make,  O  my  Lord,  the  souls  of  Your  servants,  who 
have  slept  trusting  in  You,  to  dwell  and  have  rest  in  Your  Paradise. 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Immortal  Who  was  pleased  to  taste 
death  by  His  lovingkindness  and  His  own  will.  Praise  be  to  the 
Quickener  of  the  dead  and  the  Restorer  of  the  buried,  Who,  like  a 
feeble  person  w^as  laid  in  the  tomb  through  His  love.  Honor  be  to 
the  Creator  of  the  worlds,  Who,  like  a  poor  man,  was  enshrouded  in 
linen  cloth  by  Joseph  and  Nicodemus.  Thanksgiving  be  to  Him 
Who  provides  the  raven  fledgelings1  with  good  things,  Whose  body 
was  requested  of  the  judge  in  order  to  be  buried  as  a  dead  man.  To 
Him,  Who  redeemed  us  by  His  Passion  and  death,  we  offer  glory, 
honor  and  dominion  now  at  the  time  of  the  Burial  of  our  Lord  and 
at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons  and  through  all  the  days  of  our 
life  forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

Christ,  our  God,  the  Light  and  the  True  Life,  the  Immortal  Who,  of 
His  own  will,  died  ajid  was  buried  in  a  new  tomb  which  was  hewn  out  in 
the  rock  by  Joseph,  His  friend2 3,  for  his  burial.  We  therefore,  now  joy¬ 
fully  honor  Your  glorious  and  life-giving  Burial,  saying:  O  life-giving 
Burial,  that  gave  rest  to  the  departed  who  were  in  the  abyss  of  Sheol!  O 
life-giving  Burial,  that  caused  life  to  enter  into  the  dry  bones2  which  w^ere 
eagerly  waiting  for  it!  O  life-giving  Burial,  that  cast  fear  and  trembling 
into  death  and  Satan  and  put  down  and  destroyed  their  powder!  O  Divine 
Burial,  that  destroyed  the  walls  of  Sheol  and  broke  down  its  gates!  O 
Divine  Burial,  that  spread  woe  and  denunciation  upon 

1  —  Psalm  147:9 

2  —  Matthew  28:57 

3  —  Ezekiel  37:5 
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corners  of  the  cross  with  the  mixture.  He  then  holds  it  above 
the  basin  and  washes  it  with  rose  water ,  if  available ,  otherwise 
he  may  wash  it  with  plain  water.  This  act  of  washing  the  cross 
symbolize  the  washing  of  our  Lord's  body  by  Joseph  and 
Nicodemus  before  they  buried  Him.  After  the  washing ,  the 
cross  mut  be  embalmed  with  frankincensef  covered  with  pure 
cotton  and  wrapped  in  a  fine  linen  cloth.  A  white  burial 
napkin  must  be  bound  around  the  head ,  and  the  loins  must  be 
bound  up  with  a  girdle.  Then  the  cross  must  be  buried  in  a 
special  place  under  the  altar.  If  the  cross  is  buried  under  the 
altar ,  it  is  not  allowed  to  celebrate  the  Holy  Eucharist  on  the 
following  day ,  Holy  Saturday ,  oh  the  same  altar.  Therefore , 
another  altar  must  be  used  for  celebrating  the  Holy  Eucharist 
on  that  day.  When  they  lay  the  cross  in  the  tomb ,  the  head 
must  be  towards  the  South ,  the  feet  towards  the  North ,  the 
face  towards  the  East  and  the  right  side  on  the  floor  so  as  to 
press  the  wound  of  the  spear.  The  cross  should  be  reclining  on 
its  side  after  the  example  of  Ezekiel  who  reclined  on  his  side 
for  three  hundred  and  ninety  days.1  Therefore ,  the  back 
should  not  be  touching  the  floor.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
Burial  Service ,  the  faithful  partake  of  the  bitter  mixture  to 
remind  themselves  of  the  passion  and  the  sufferings  of  our 
Savior  Who2  bore  our  sorrows  and  carried  our  griefs.  The 
faithful  must  be  very  careful  not  to  drop  any  part  of  this  drink 
lest  they  be  condemned.  The  fans  must  be  placed  on  eacn^with 
a  lit  lamp  in  front  of  the  tomb  till  Easter  Sunday.  During  the 
Burial  service ,  they  shall  say  the  following: 

Quqaliun  (Seventh  Tune) 

Like  a  noble3  among  the  dead,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah;  like  the  slain 

1  —  Ezekiel  4:4-6 

2  —  Isaiah  53:4 

3  _  Psalm  88:5,6 &  10 


They  turn  to  the  South. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  who  has  pity  on 
His  sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 

Following  the  veneration  of  the  Cross ,  the  celebrant  car¬ 
ries  the  cross  on  his  arms ,  symbolizing  the  carrying  of  the  body 
of  our  Lord ,  and  the  following  hymn  shall  be  chanted: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Asdeth  Re’yon  (I  fixed  my  mind) 

When  Joseph  and  Nicodemus  took  You  down  from  the 
top  of  the  Cross,  they  carried  You  as  though  You  were  dead, 
whereas  life  was  hidden  in  You.  They  embalmed  You  with 
myrrh  and  aloes,  they  wrapped  You  in  a  fine  linen  cloth,  laid 
You  in  a  new  tomb  and  rolled  a  stone  against  the  door.  The 
whole  creation  was  mournful  and  bewailing  Your  death  and 
the  departed  eagerly  watched  for  Your  return  and  worshipped 
You,  O  Eternal,  Who  died  of  His  own  will.  Blessed  be  Your 
Passion  for  us  and  Your  humility  on  account  of  us. 

Madrosho  (Ode) 

Tune:  Qum  Fawlos 

A  man  named  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  who  was  good  and 
righteous  went  to  Pilate  and  asked  to  give  him  the  body  of 
Christ.  O  judge,  give  me  the  body  of  our  Savior,  the  treasure 
of  all  blessings,  that  I  may  enshroud  Him.  The  Jews  crucified 
Him  on  the  Cross,  give  Him  to  me  that  I  might  take  delight  in 
Him. 

The  Service  of  the  Burial  of  the  Cross 


While  the  two  previous  hymns  are  being  chanted ,  the  celebrant  stands  on 
the  altar  step  and  mixes  vinegar  with  myrrh  in  a  basin.  He  moistens  the  four 
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The  ark  at  the  time  of  Noah,  in  which  a  remnant  of  life  was 
preserved  for  the  world,  typified  the  Cross  from  which  overflowed 
the  good  tidings  of  a  new  life  to  the  world.  Therefore,  on  this  day  of 
its  veneration,  heaven  and  earth  joyfully  celebrate.  Together  with 
them  we  answer,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

The  celebrant  enters  the  sanctuary  with  the  company  of  the 
clergy  and  the  deacons.  He  holds  the  cross  high  and  waves  it  in  the 
four  directions ,  chanting  the  veneration  service  of  the  cross  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

Turning  to  the  East ,  the  priest  shall  say:  He  Whom  the  angels 
minister. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repentance, 
entreat  saying:  You  Who  were  crucified  for  us,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  children  of  the 
faithful  Church  entreat  saying:  You  Who  were  crucified  for  us, 
have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  North. 

Priest :  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repentance, 
entreat  saying:  You  Who  were  crucified  for  us,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
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Fethghomo 

Through  You  we  will  pierce  our  enemies;  through  Your 
name  will  be  tread  them  under  that  hate  us.  (Psalm  44:5) 

The  staff  which  Jacob  the  shepherd  embraced,  bowing 
before  it,  typified  the  Cross.  Our  Shepherd,  Christ,  trampled 
death,  slew  it  and  devastated  Sheol.  Therefore,  on  the  day  of 
its  veneration,  heaven  and  earth  joyfully  celebrate.  Together 
with  them  we  answer,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  South. 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  May  your  Cross,  O  Lord,  be  unto  Your  Church 

an  armor  of  salvation  and  an  impregnable  arm  by  which  to 
pierce  the  mystical  powers  who  fight  against  her.  When  she 
comes  out  victorious  in  the  fight,  then  her  shepherds  and  doc¬ 
tors  may  rejoice  in  the  power  of  Your  Holy  Spirit,  her  priests 
and  deacons  may  minister  in  purity,  the  kings  and  their  armies 
may  lead  a  life  of  peace  and  tranquility  and  all  the  faithful 
may  enjoy  abundant  blessings.  To  You  we  offer  glory,  honor 
and  dominion,  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now 
and  forever. 

Eqbo  (Eighth  Tune) 

Blessed  be  Who  was  crucified  on  Golgotha  by  the  igno¬ 
rant  people  of  the  Jews,  and  by  His  living  Cross  he  redeemed 
us.  We,  therefore,  joyfully  cry  out  with  the  thief  saying: 
Remember  us  when  You  come.  On  this  account  we  uncea¬ 
singly  worship  you. 

Fethghomo 

You  have  saved  us  from  those  who  hate  us,  and  have  put 
to  shame  our  enemies.  (Psalm  44:7) 
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Eqbo  (Eighth  Tune) 

When  You  were  crucified  in  the  midst  of  the  world,  O 
Christ,  the  curtain  at  the  door  of  the  temple  was  torn  into  two. 
The  earth  also  quaked  when  it  beheld  You  crucified,  O  Christ, 
and  with  great  fear  and  trembling  cried  out:  Blessed  are  You, 
O  God  of  our  fathers. 

Fethghomo 

Your  right  hand  shall  uphold  me  and  your  discipline  shall 
make  me  great.  (Psalm  18:35) 

The  thicket  which  provided  the  ram,  by  which  Isaac  was 
jsaved  from  death,  typified  the  Cross  by  which  the  whole  world 
was  saved.  Therefore,  on  the  day  of  its  veneration,  heaven  and 
earth  joyfully  celebrate.  Together  with  them  we  answer, 
saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  North 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Grant  us,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  offer  true 

worship,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  to  Your  adorable  and  life- 
giving  Cross.  May  we  joyfully  sing,  with  pure  confession  and 
sincere  mind-,  before  the  sign  of  the  Cross.  May  the  Church 
that  glorifies  it  in  faith,  be  delivered  from  all  kinds  of  injuries 
and  may  her  children  be  preserved  from  every  danger.  To  You 
we  offer  glory  and  praise,  O  Christ  God,  Who  was  crucified 
for  the  salvation  of  the  whole  world,  now  and  forever. 

Eqbo  (Eighth  Tune) 

You  willingly  endured  the  Cross  of  reproach  on  Golgotha 
for  our  sake.  You  destroyed  and  abolished,  by  Your  might, 
the  sting  of  covetus  and  fearful  death,  and  You  delivered  from 
grievous  bonds  those  who  lie  prostrate  in  Sheol.  With  a 
melody  arrayed  in  victory  and  with  songs  of  the  spirit  we 
worship  You. 


^cw> 
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Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Christ  our  God,  Who  was  crucified  for  the 
redemption  of  our  race,  may  Your  Cross  be  unto  us  the  sign  of 
tranquility,  the  banner  of  victory  and  the  armor  of  salvation. 
Protect  us  all  under  its  wings  and  keep  us  by  its  victorious 
power,  our  Lord  and  our  God,  forever. 

Eqbo 

O  Lord,  You  were  nailed  to  the  Cross  by  the  wicked,  and 
by  the  stretching  out  of  Your  two  hands  You  took  hold  of  the 
four  quarters  of  the  earth.  O  Lord,  the  sun  was  darkened  in 
the  firmament  when  it  saw  You  naked.  Night  with  its  power  of 
darkness  covered  the  earth  at  midday,  and  by  the  voice  with 
which  You  cried  out  on  the  Cross,  You  shook  heaven  and 
earth.  You  were  counted  among  the  dead  by  Your  mercy.  You 
rose  from  the  tomb  according  to  Your  will.  You  raised  Adam 
who  was  fallen  down  and  returned  him  to  Eden  whence  he  was 
sent  forth.  O  Compassionate  Savior,  gracious  is  Your  loving 
kindness,  O  Lord. 

Fethghomo  (Eighth  Tune) 

You  have  given  me  the  shield  of  salvation .  (Psalm  18:35). 

The  tree  of  life  in  Eden,  which  was  planted  in  the  midst  of 
the  garden,  typified  the  Cross  from  which  the  world  plucked 
the  fruit  of  life.  Therefore,  on  the  day  of  its  veneration, 
heaven  and  earth  joyfully  celebrate.  Together  with  them  we 
answer,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

They  turn  to  the  West 

Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that  the  flock  of 

Your  faithful  be  protected  by  the  sign  of  Your  victorious 
Cross  from  all  the  destructive  artful  devices  of  the  rebellious 
adversary,  from  the  wickedness  of  evil  doers  and  from  the 
vicious,  O  Christ,  the  Shepherd  Who  was  slain  on  account  of 
us.  To  You  we  offer  glory,  now  and  forever. 
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they  carried  You  as  though  You  were  dead,  whereas  life  was 
hidden  in  You  and  they  embalmed  You  with  myrrh  and  aloes 
and  they  wrapped  You  in  a  fine  linen  cloth,  laid  You  in  a  new 
tomb  and  rolled  a  stone  against  the  door.  The  whole  creation 
was  mournful  and  bewailing  Your  death  and  the  departed 
eagerly  watched  for  Your  return  and  worshipped  You,  O 
Eternal,  Who  died  of  His  own  will.  Blessed  be  Your  Passion 
for  us  and  Your  humility  on  account  of  us. 

They  shall  say  the  followinng  canticle  in  the  tune:  Slaiq 
Lassleebo: 

The  Lord  of  glory  ascended  onto  the  Cross.  The  crucifiers 
clamored  for  the  death  of  the  Victorious.  Ravening  wolves 
surrounded  Him  and  tore  to  pieces  the  unblemished  Lamb.  He 
underwent  sufferings  of  His  own  will  and  set  all  free  by  His 
Cross. 

O  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  what  wrong  has  the  Only 
Begotten  done?  He  did  all  kinds  of  good  things  for  your  hus¬ 
bands.  He  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind  with  his  saliva.  He 
cleansed  the  lepers  by  His  word.  Your  husbands  and  your 
children  shall  be  avenged  for  his  humiliation. 

Come  out,  O  dead,  from  the  gate  of  perdition.  Behold, 
the  Radiant  Light  has  made  His  course  to  Your  graves.  The 
heavenly  Sun  has  come  down  to  the  deep  abyss  to  visit  you. 
Rise  up  to  meet  Him  for  He  is  coming  to  you. 

Glory  to  You,  Omnipotent  God.  Praise  be  to  You,  Who 
were  incarnate  of  the  Virgin.  Honor  be  to  You,  Who  suffered 
for  our  sake.  Thanksgiving  to  You  Who  were  lifted  up  on  the 
Cross  and  by  Your  death  You  quickened  us  and  raised  us  to 
life  in  glory. 

Now  they  all  stand  before  the  sanctuary  facing  the  East. 
The  celebrant ,  holding  the  cross  high  in  his  hands ,  waves  it  in 
the  four  directions ,  saying  the  following  prayer : 
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of  Zebedee  (Matthew  27:55-56).  And  many  other  women  who  had 
come  up  with  Him  to  Jerusalem  (Mark  lt5:4J).  Now  since  it  was 
Friday  the  Jews  said,  Let  not  these  bodies  remain  on  their  crosses 
because  the  sabbath  is  dawning;  for  that  sabbath  was  a  great  sab¬ 
bath.  So  they  besought  Pilate  to  have  the  legs  of  those  who  were 
crucified  broken,  and  to  have  the  bodies  lowered  down.  So  the  sol¬ 
diers  came  and  broke  the  legs  of  the  first,  and  the  other  who  was 
crucified  with  him.  But  when  they  came  to  Jesus,  they  saw  that  He 
was  dead  already,  so  they  did  not  break  his  legs.  But  one  if  the  sol¬ 
diers  pierced  His  side  with  a  spear,  and  immediately  blood  and  water 
came  out.  And  he  who  saw  it  testified,  and  his  testimony  is  true;  and 
he  knows  well  that  what  he  said  is  true,  that  you  also  may  believe. 
For  these  things  happened  that  the  scripture  might  be  fulfilled, 
which  said,  Not  even  a  bone  shall  be  broken  in  Him1;  and  again 
another  scripture  which  said,  They  shall  look  on  Him  Whom  they 
pierced2.  Worship  to  the  Lord.  Kyrie  eleison. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Gospel  reading ,  the  celebrant  or 
someone  else  shall  preach  about  the  salvation  which  the  faithful 
have  received  through  the  Passion  and  the  Crucifixion  of  our  Savior 
Jesus  Christ ,  and  about  the  heavenly  Father's  love  toward  us:  «For 
God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  even  gave  His  Only  Begotten  Son  so 
that  whoever  believes  in  Him  shall  not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life. » 

The  celebrant,  standing  before  the  elevated  cross,  carries  the 
censer  and  offers  incense,  saying  the  following  entreaty  three  times, 
and  the  clergy  and  the  deacons  repeat  it  after  him.  Then  each  of  the 
clergy  and  the  deacons  shall  say  it  once  and  the  others  shall  repeat  it 
after  them: 

Entreaty 

We  bow  before  the  Cross  by  which  we  received  salvation  for 
our  souls  and  with  the  thief  we  cry  out:  Remember  us,  O  Christ, 
when  You  come. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  veneration  of  the  Cross,  the  celebrant 
shall  carry  the  cross  on  his  left  shoulder.  The  clergy  and  the  deacons 
proceed  with  the  procession  starting  from  the  northern  door  of  the 
chancel  and  ending  at  the  southern  door.  During  the  procession, 
they  shall  say  the  following  hymn  in  the  tune  Asdeth  Re’yon  (I  fixed 
my  mind): 

When  Joseph  and  Nicodemus  took  You  downlthe  top  of  the  Cross, 


1  —  Exodus  12:46,  Numbers  9: 12 

2  —  Zechariah  12:10 
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Zoomoro 

Tune:  Asdeth  Re’yon  (I  fixed  my  mind) 

The  vicious  laid  Him  bare  and  stripped  off  His  clothes. 
The  earth  quaked  and  the  foundations  of  the  world  trembled 
for  the  horrible  atrocities  which  were  committed  by  Zion. 
Golgotha,  where  they  crucified  Him,  could  not  bear  His 
weight.  Blessed  be  Your  Passion  for  us,  and  Your  humility  on 
account  of  us,  Halleluiah. 

Readings 
Genesis  22:1-14 
Exodus  17:8-16 
Isaiah  52:13-15,  53:1-8 
I  Peter  2:19-25 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Galatians  2:21-3:14 

Huloio 

Deacons:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  They  parted  My  gar¬ 
ments  among  them,  and  cast  lots  upon  My  vesture,  Halleluiah. 
(Psalm  22:18) 

Reader:  Glory  to  the  Lord,  His  mercies Le  upon  us  and 
upon  you  forever. 

Deacons:  Amen.  Reader:  The  Holy  Gospel  from  the 
Apostle  Luke  and  his  colleagues. 

Deacons:  May  their  prayers  be  with  us. 

The  reader  reads  the  Gospel  of  Luke  23:49,  Matthew 
27:55  &  56,  Mark  15:41  and  John  19:31-37 

And  all  the  acquaintances  of  Jesus  stood  afar  off  (Luke  23:49). 
There  were  also  many  women  there,  who  were  looking  from  afar, 
those  who  had  followed  Jesus  from  Galilee,  and  who  used  to 
minister  to  him .  One  of  them  was  Mary  of  Magdala;  and  others  were 
JVIary  the  mother  of  James  and  Joseph  and  the  mother  of  the  sons 
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At  midday,  darkness  descended  and  covered  the  earth, 

Which  perceived  Who  has  authority  over  the  luminaries. 

The  light  went  down  on  Friday  to  proclaim  Who  is  the 
Light, 

And  the  world  became  aware  that  the  crucified  was  the 
Son  of  God. 

At  midday,  Adam  ate  the  fruit  of  the  tree, 

And  stood  confused,  quaking  and  shaking  for  his  trans¬ 
gression. 

Adorable  and  glorious  is  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Glory  be  to  Him  forever  and  ever. 

At  midday,  the  Son  was  stripped  on  the  Cross. 

He  cried  out  a  voice  that  terrified  the  serpent  which  killed 
Adam. 

O  Friday  of  Passion,  parables  and  full  of  mysteries, 

My  mouth  is  incapable  to  relate  the  things  performed  in 

You. 

Our  God  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Our  Lord  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 

Supplication  of  Saint  Ephrem 

Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  by  Your  great  Passion  on 
account  of  us. 

May  we  be  partakers  of  Your  Passion  and  inheritors  of 
Your  kingdom. 

✓ 

The  Son  of  God  stretched  out  Himself  on  the  Cross  of 
crucifixion.  By  the  stretching  out  of  His  two  hands,  He  took 
hold  of  the  world’s  four  quarters.  O  Cross,  full  of  reproach 
from  which  sweetness  overflows,  the  curse  of  Eve  was  nailed 
to  You  and  You  are  full  of  blessings. 

We  venerate,  O  Lord,  Your  Cross  by  which  we  have 
received  salvation;  our  inheritance  was  regained,  which,  by  the 
evil  one’s  counsel,  we  had  forsaken.  We  all  venerate  Your 
Cross  by  which  the  adversary  was  overcome. 
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When  the  sun  beheld  its  Lord  crucified  and  lifted  up  on 
the  Cross,  it  covered  its  face  that  no  one  might  see  Him 
stripped,  Who  clothed  Adam  with  glory  and  Who  is  robed 
with  light  like  a  garment. 

He  bent  His  head  on  the  Cross  and  gave  up  His  soul  into 
His  Father’s  hand.  He  Who  breathed  life  into  Adam  when  He 
created  him,  yet  the  cursed  people  did  not  understand  Whom 
they  had  crucified. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

Christ,  Who  came  to  passion,  death  and  crucifixion,  hear 
our  supplication  and  have  mercy  upon  our  souls.  Our  God 
have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord  have  mercy  and  compassion  on  us. 

Whither  Judas,  Whither,  deceitful,  away  from  your 
Master? 

Who,  like  Him,  is  affectionate,  compassionate  and  full  of 
love? 

The  living  Lamb  of  God  came  to  be  a  burnt  offering. 

The  crucifiers  served  as  priests  to  make  Him  a  sacrifice. 

They  set  up  the  Cross  of  His  Crucifixion  on  Golgotha. 

The  cursed  laborers  dragged  the  stone  to  the  top  of  the 
building. 

Between  heaven  and  earth  they  stretched  Him  out  like  a 
pillar, 

And  He  stood  up  to  carry  the  weight  of  the  world  migh¬ 
tily. 

He  stretched  out  His  hands  to  uphold  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  and  the  whole  earth. 

He^gathered  in  to  His  Father. 

They  pierced  His  hands^ruck  spikes  in  His  feet  and  gave 
Him  vinegar. 

They  parted  His  clothes  and  cast  lots  for  His  robe. 

He  brought  Himself  to  bear  all  the  sufferings  of  cruci¬ 
fixion. 

He  stretched  out  His  hands  and  received  insults  from  the 
impudent. 


On  Friday,  the  sun,  which  is  the  beauty  of  the  creation, 
darkened  its  light.  The  sphere,  most  glorious  in  brilliance,  hid 
the  beauty  of  its  luminaries  because  the  great  Sun,  the  Light  of 
the  world  and  the  true  Glory,  was  crucified  and  stripped.  The 
sun  hid  its  brightness  so  that  the  people  might  not  see  His 
nakedness. 

On  Friday,  the  creatures,  who  are  the  Lord’s  stewards, 
wept  over  the  Passion  of  the  Only-Begotten.  They  lamented 
and  wept  over  the  heavenly  First  Born.  The  sun  with  its  lumi¬ 
naries,  the  earth  with  its  rocks  and  Sheol  by  quickening  the 
dead  declared  His  greatness.  The  people  who  crucified  Him 
became  blind  and  did  not  understand  the  nature  of  the  Lord  of 
all. 

Versicles  of  the  Passion 

Blessed  be,  O  Lord,  Your  Passion  for  us; 

Blessed  be  Your  humility  on  account  of  us. 

When  You  judge  the  people  who  judged  You. 

Enter  not  into  judgment  with  us,  O  Lord. 

The  crucifiers  raved  wildly.  They  lifted  and  crucified  the 
King  of  kings  on  Golgotha.  They  stretched  out  and  gave  Him 
hyssop  on  the  reed.  He  wrote  with  the  reed1,  disposed  them 
and  scattered  them  among  the  nations. 

They  lifted  up  and  crucified  the  Lamb  of  the  Passover  on 
Golgotha,  the  fools  who  went  astray.  They  fell  on  their  knees 
and  worshipped  Him  and  thus  they  declared  His  regal  power 
that  He  is  the  great  infinite  king. 

The  fools,  raving  madly,  thrust  nails  and  spikes  into  His 
hands  and  feet.  They  pierced  His  side  with  a  spear,  and  by  the 
blood  and  the  water  that  flowed  out  from  His  side  the  whole 
world  received  atonement. 


1  —  The  scribes  used  thin  reeds  for  writing  manuscripts.  Most  of  the  ancient 
Syriac  manuscripts  were  written  with  such  reeds. 
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the  sign  of  Your  Cross.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanks¬ 
giving  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Floly  Spirit,  now  and 
forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Toobaik  ’Eeto 

Lord,  Who  is  the  Only-Begotten  of  the  Father,  the  ungrateful 
children  of  Israel  ventured  to  hang  You  on  the  Cross.  They  pierced 
Your  side  with  the  spear,  and  blood  and  water  flowed  out  from  it. 
Behold,  a  fount  of  life  overflowed  at  Golgotha  on  the  Cross.  The 
Gentiles  believed  and  were  set  free  from  the  folly  of  idolatry. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Blessed  be  the  tree  from  which  the  Righteous  One  comes 
forth.  Thus  wrote  King  Solomon,  preaching  it  to  the  whole 
world.  The  Son  of  God  stretched  out  Himself  on  the  tree  of 
crucifixion.  Praise  be  to  His  mercies  Who  came  and  fulfilled 
all  that  was  written,  and  by  the  piercing  of  His  side  the  holy 
faithful  Church  received  absolution. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Qum  Fawlos 

On  Friday,  the  creation  was  shaken  and  mourning  befell 
all  the  quarters  of  the  world.  The  Ruler  of  both  worlds  was 
crucified  on  the  Cross  and  was  ridiculed.  The  sun  was  dar¬ 
kened  and  hid  its  rays.  The  earth  was  burst  asunder  and  deli¬ 
vered  up  its  prisoners.  The  heavenly  hosts  and  the  fiery  com¬ 
panies  fluttered  their  fiery  wings  miraculously. 

On  Friday,  He  cried  out  to  the  Father.  He  Who  is  the 
First  Born  of  the  heavenly  Father.  All  the  prophecies  of  the 
seers  of  divine  visions  were  fulfilled.  He  received  scourging, 
spitting,  mocking,  vinegar,  myrrh,  nails  and  a  spear.  The  evil 
doers  and  the  wretched  knew  not  that  they  had  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory. 


The  King  was  stripped  of  His  clothes  and  stood  naked 
upon  the  arms  of  the  Cross.  He  stretched  out  His  hands  on  the 
honorable  Cross  and  held  the  four  corners  of  the  earth.  By  the 
blood  and  the  water,  which  came  out  from  His  side,  He 
revived  our  race  which  had  been  corrupted  and  we  were  healed 
by  His  wounds.  By  His  Cross  salvation  was  made  to  all  the 
nations  who  believed  in  Him. 

Etro 

Priest:  We  worship  You,  O  Lord,  Who  sweetens  the 

world  by  the  incense  of  His  savor,  Whose  Cross  became  the 
* 

spiritual  censer  which  reconciled  creation  unto  Your  Father. 
Instead  of  myrrh,  Your  Passion.  Instead  of  sweet  spices,  Your 
love.  And  by  the  priesthood  of  Your  humanity,  You  offered 
the  censer  of  Your  Crucifixion.  Even  now,  O  Lord,  be  pleased 
with  the  censedr  which  our  frail  hands  have  offered  unto  You 
arid  grant  by  it  atonement  and  forgiveness  to  all  Your  flock 
and  make  rest  and  good  memorial  to  all  the  faithful  departed, 
now  and  forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Hoothomo 

Priest:  We  praise  You,  O  Supreme  Mind,  Who  forms  all 

by  His  invincible  power  Who,  by  the  stretching  out  of  His  holy 
hands,  united  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth  and  by  Whom  we 
gained  the  sound  knowledge  that  blotted  out  the  dominion  of  the 
evil  one.  O  Lord,  Who  was  stretched  out  on  the  Cross  according  to 
the  flesh,  though  alive  as  God,  upon  You  our  eyes  are  set,  O  Holy 
One  of  Israel,  Who  are  the  life  that  is  set  up  before  us,  grant  to  us 
that  we  may  not  be  afraid  of  the  terrors  by  night  nor  by  day,  in  the 
noontime  of  passions  of  the  arrows  which  the  adversary  makes 
to  fly  at  us,  for  You  are  our  great  protection.  Protect  all  of  us  with 
Your  right  hand,  bless  our  assembly  and  keep  our  souls  by 
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Your  bruises,  and  who  glorify,  rejoice,  and  take  pride  in  Your 
Cross.  Save  us  and  all  Your  people  completely,  fulfill  Your 
promises  unto  us  and  visit  us  on  Your  Resurrection  in  perfect 
manner  so  that,  with  confidence,  we  may  arrive  to  Your  glo¬ 
rious  Resurrection  and  be  guests  of  Your  wedding  feast, 
invited  to  Your  banqueting  chamber,  and  be  inheritors  in 
Your  everlasting  kingdom.  There,  unceasingly,  may  we  offer 
You  glory  and  praise  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit, 
now  and  forever,  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remisssion  of 

debts... 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

The  Son  of  God  gave  up  His  soul  on  the  Cross.  The  Lord 
of  the  world  committed  His  spirit  into  His  Father’s  hands.  The 
rocks  were  split,  the  tombs  were  opened  and  the  whole  crea¬ 
tion  was  taken  by  astonishment.  With  the  spear  they  pierced 
the  side  of  the  Son  of  God  and  blood  and  water  flowed  out  for 
the  atonement  of  the  world.  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

Christ,  Who  descended  from  on  high  is  lifted  on  the 
Cross.  The  Bull  Which  the  Jews  slaughtered  is  laid  on  the 
altar.  Come  enter,  O  Gentiles,  for  the  people  have  departed. 
Rise  up,  O  Church,  for  Zion  has  fallen  down.  In  you  have 
been  established  the  table  of  the  Bread  of  Life  and  the  wine 
vessel,  mixed  from  the  side  of  the  Lord.  Halleluiah,  Halle¬ 
luiah. 

ANOTHER  HYMN 
Tune:  Eano  No  Nuhro  Shareero 

Great  and  glorious  is  the  sign  of  Your  Cross,  O  Lord,  of 
all  creation.  By  Your  Cross  Satan  was  overthrown  and  his 
powers  were  vanquished.  By  Your  Cross,  O  Lord,  victory  was 
given  to  men.  Behold,  all  the  nations  cry  out:  Holy  are  You, 
O  Son  of  God,  by  Whose  Cross  we  are  redeemed. 
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corrupted  by  death.  After  all  these  things,  O  Lord,  O  tender¬ 
hearted,  merciful  and  compassionate,  Your  mercies  besought 
You  concerning  his  destruction.  Again,  on  the  sixth  day,  the 
Friday  full  of  mysteries,  Your  hands  were  nailed  to  the  Cross 
for  his  redemption.  Your  face  received  impure  spitting  from 
the  crucifiers,  Your  side  was  pierced  with  a  spear  that  You 
might  revive  him  and,  by  the  blood  and  the  water  that  came 
out  from  Your  side,  he  gained  new  life  and  was  brought  back 
to  his  former  state.  Even  now,  O  Lord,  on  this  day,  which  is 
the  Friday  of  Your  Saving  Passion  and  the  memorial  of  Your 
life-giving  Cross,  Your  Church  and  her  children,  with  one 
accord,  entreat  You  and  supplicate  before  You  with  this  sweet 
incense  that  as  You  were  pleased  and  created  in  the  beginning 
and  finally  redeemed  and  gave  life,  now  also  be  willing  to  visit 
all  Your  creation  with  Your  mercies.  By  Your  Cross  grant 
succor  to  all  the  inhabitable  earth.  By  Your  Cross  remove  all 
wrath,  by  Your  Cross  put  wars  to  an  end,  by  Your  Cross  make 
conflicts  to  cease,  by  Your  Cross  divert  all  kinds  of  punish¬ 
ments,  by  Your  Cross  conciliate  all  those  who  are  disturbed  by 
Your  Cross  grant  tranquillity  to  the  wrathful,  by  Your  Cross 
humiliate  all  sorts  of  haughtiness,  by  Your  Cross  overthrow  all 
vainglory,  by  Your  Cross  take  away  enmity,  by  Your  Cross 
abate  all  indignation,  by  Your  Cross  restrain  the  turbulence  of 
wickedness,  by  Your  Cross  establish  our  churches,  by  Your 
Cross  sustain  our  monasteries,  by  Your  Cross  glorify  Your 
priests,  by  Your  Cross  adorn  Your  deacons,  by  Your  Cross 
support  the  old,  by  Your  Cross  subdue  the  emotional  distur¬ 
bances  of  the  youth,  by  Your  Cross  bring  up  the  children, 
by  Your  Cross  absolve  the  sinners,  by  Your  Cross  forgive 
the  wrongdoers,  by  Your  Cross  fully  restore  Your  flock 
who  now  worship  You  by  honoring  Your  suffering,  cheri¬ 
shing  Your  scars,  embracing  Your  stripes,  kissing 
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How  grievous  was  that  hour  when  they  lifted  Him  up  on 
top  of  the  Cross  to  be  crucified  while  the  Jews  were  mockingly 
crying  out:  Save  Yourself  and  we  will  believe  in  You1. 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  heavenly  peace  Who  was  lifted 

up  on  the  Cross  and,  by  the  stretching  out  of  His  hands,  He 
gathered  the  people  and  the  gentiles.  Praise  be  to  the  incarnate 
Lord,  Who  rode  upon  the  Cross  as  He  rides  upon  the  heavens 
and  thus  received  upright  honor  and  true  worship  from  the 
uttermost  ends  of  the  earth.  Worship  is  due  to  the  Good  She¬ 
pherd  Who,  by  His  Providence,  proclaimed  the  goodness  of 
His  tender  supervision  to  His  sheep,  and  by  the  abundance  of 
His  kind  compassion,  risked  His  life  for  the  sake  of  His  flock. 
Adoration  to  the  Lord,  by  Whose  fortitude  the  nations  were 
redeemed  and,  by  Whose  sacrificial  offering  the  sins  of  all 
were  forgiven.  To  Him  be  glory,  honor  and  dominion  at  this 
time  of  the  adoration  of  the  Holy  Cross  and  at  all  festivals, 
times,  hours,  seasons  and  through  all  the  days  of  our  life 
forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

We  worship,  praise  and  exalt  Your  Divinity,  O  God  the 
most  High,  for  You  made  us  in  Your  image  and  created  us 
after  Your  own  likeness.  We  glorify  Your  salvation,  O  Loving 
Kindness,  because  on  this  day,  which  is  Friday,  You  restored 
us  to  life  by  Your  Cross  and  set  us  free  by  Your  death.  On  the 
sixth  day,  in  the  beginning  of  Your  creation,  You  fulfilled  the 
desire  of  Your  will  by  creating  us.  You  took  soil  from  the  earth  in 
Your  holy  hands  to  form  and  fashion  the  image  of  Your  likeness. 
Then  You  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  making  him 
perfect  in  beauty,  full  grown  in  knowledge  and  a  miraculous 
vessel.  When  he  went  astray  in  his  transgression,  and  despised 
Your  commandments,  he  was  delivered  up  to  punishment  and  was 

1  —  Mark  15:32 
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Today,  they  convicted  and  condemned,  like  an  evil  doer, 
the  One  Who  will  judge  kings  in  the  court  of  justice. 

Today,,  they  cried  out  before  Pilate:  crucify  Jesus,  Who  is 
called  the  Christ. 

Today,  we  praise  and  venerate  the  Cross  and  glorify,  at 
all  times,  Him  Who  was  crucified  on  it. 

The  Beatitudes  (Matthew  5:3-12) 

Blessed  are  the  humble,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Sleqt  Lassleebo 

You  ascended  onto  the  Cross,  O  Christ  our  God,  with  the 
flesh  which  You  took  from  Mary  by  the  will  of  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  salvation  of  men. 

You  wrought  salvation  for  our  race,  O  Christ  our  God,  by 
Your  redeeming  Cross  and  Your  life-giving  sufferings.  Praise 
be  to  You,  O  Lover  of  mankind. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

By  Your  life-giving  Cross,  O  Christ  our  God,  You 
overthrew  the  wicked  adversary  and  redeemed  Ajdam  and  his 
children  from  Adam  and  his  children  from  the  bondage  of  sin. 

ANOTHER  HYMN 
Tune:  Mo  Shafeer  Wo 

How  mournful  was  the  time  when  Christ  went  out  from 
Jerusalem,  led  by  the  insolent  to  be  crucified  in  reward  for 
healing  their  afflictions  and  sicknesses. 

How  grievous  and  bitter  was  Mary’s  voice,  when  she  said 
to  her  only  begotten:  Whither  my  beloved  One?  Where  are 
they  leading  and  taking  You. 

How  sweet  was  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  as  He  was 
saying  to  His  Mother:  I  am  going,  Mother,  to  be  crucified  for 
the  sake  of  the  world  and  to  return  Adam  to  his  inheritance. 
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They  gave  Me  bitter  herbs  in  My  food ,  and  in  My  thirst 
they  gave  Me  vinegar  to  drink.  (Psalm  69:21) 

On  this  day,  He  gave  up  His  spirit  to  His  Father.  At  the 
time,  when  He  cried  out  with  His  voice,  the  hard  stones  split. 

Let  their  table  become  a  snare  before  them.  (Psalm  69:22) 

On  this  day,  they  divided  His  garments  among  them¬ 
selves,  as  it  is  written,  as  His  Body  is  distributed  to  the  four 
corners. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

On  this  day,  the  bright  sign  of  the  Cross  shone  like  the 
sun,  and  all  the  idols  that  saw  it  fell  down  and  broke  into 
pieces. 

The  Magnificat  (Luke  1:46-55) 

And  Mary  said:  My  soul  magnifies  the  Lord... 

HYMN 

Tune:  D’lekh  Fayo 

To  You,  Christ  our  God,  we  duly  offer  praise  for,  when 
You  were  lifted  up  on  the  Cross,  You  enlightened  the  entire 
world. 

We  venerate  Your  Cross,  O  Christ  our  God,  for  by  it  we 
were  redeemed  from  idolatry  and  from  the  worship  of  the 
demons. 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

Holy  You  are,  O  God,  the  most  High  forever  and  ever 
Who  dwells  in  heaven,  and  in  His  Church  He  provided,  by  His 
grace,  an  absolving  altar. 

Psalm  113:1-9 

Praise  the  Lord.  Praise,  O  you  servants  of  the  Lord... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Mshabhin  Lokh  Moryo 

Today,  the  Judge  of  the  world  bent  His  head  in  the  court 
and  was  condemned  like  a  servant. 

Today,  they  wove  a  crown  of  thorns  for  Him  Who 
adorned  the  earth  with  blossoms  and  flowers. 
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May  Your  Cross  be  unto  our  departed  the  way  and  the 
bridge  which  lead  to  the  bridal  feast  of  light  and  bliss. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Glory  be  to  the  Father  Who  sent  His  Only  Begotten  to 
descend  and  redeem  His  image  which  had  been  corrupted, 
have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Bthoolto  Yeldath  Doomoro 

My  God ,  My  God ,  why  have  You  forsaken  Me?  (Psalm  22:1) 

A  great  wonder  and  amazement  I  saw,  my  brothers,  on 
Golgotha  and  was  filled  with  trembling;  God  hung  on  the 
Cross  and  mocked  by  the  wicked.  O  you  heavenly  hosts  and 
mortals,  praise  Him  and  exalt  Him  forever  and  ever. 

They  have  pierced  My  hands  and  My  feet.  My  bones 
ached  with  pain .  (Psalm  22:16-177) 

We  adore  Your  Cross,  O  Lord.  We  take  pride  and  refuge 
in  it.  We  draw  its  sign  on  our  foreheads  to  deliver  us  from  the 
evil  one.  To  Him,  Who  was  hung  on  it,  be  praise  and  exalta¬ 
tion  forever  and  ever. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

O  Lord ,  be  not  far  from  Me.  (Psalm  22:19) 

Blessed  be  He  Who  made  the  Cross  an  armor  and  a  strong 
defense  to  those  who  venerate  it,  and  a  cause  of  fall  to  all  those 
who  do  not  believe  in  Him  Who  was  crucified  on  it.  On  the 
day  of  His  second  qoming,  they  will  believe  in  Him,  even  if 
they  are  unwilling. 

ANOTHER  HYMN 
Tune:  Bhono  Yawmo 

Heal  My  broken  heart  and  bind  it.  I  looked  for  someone 
to  take  pityf  but  there  was  none.  (Psalm  69:20) 

On  this  day,  the  sun  was  darkened,  the  rocks  split  and  the 
hard  stones  quaked  when  they  saw  their  Lord  lifted  up  on  top 
of  the  Cross. 
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reading ,  where  it  says:  «Now  it  was  about  the  sixth  hour  and 
darkness  fell  upon  the  whole  earth  and  lasted  until  the  ninth 

0 

hour]».  The  lights  in  the  church  must  be  put  out .  And  where  it 
says:  «And  immediately  the  curtains  at  the  door  of  the  temple 
were  torn  in  two ,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom2»,  the  curtain  of 
the  altar  must  be  drawn  back  to  the  center.  At  the  close  of  the 
ninth  hour  prayers,  the  cross  is  taken  down  from  the  stand  and 
put  on  a  table.  The  clergy  and  the  deacons,  dressed  in  their 
vestments,  begin  the  service  of  the  adoration  of  the  Cross. 

Opening  Prayer 
Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that  with  our 

souls  steadfast  in  Your  Holy  Cross,  we  may  worship  You  as 
divinely  befitting  and  with  holiness.  May  we,  in  compliance 
with  Your  supreme  command,  carry  Your  Cross  on  our 
shoulders  in  a  Christianlike  manner,  always  ready  to  mortify 
our  members  which  are  on  earth  and  live  by  You  in  the  fear  of 
God  for  You  are  the  true  life,  and  constantly  awaiting  the 
blessed  hope  and  the  glorious  revelation  from  heaven  when 
You  will  give  reward  to  those  who  adore  Your  Cross  and  to 
those  who  confess  Your  Holy  Name,  our  Lord  and  our  God, 
forever.  People:  Amen. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  51. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Aemo  Dkhitho 

He  Who  was  crucified  on  the  Cross  in  Zion  and  by  His 
Cross  effected  salvation  for  the  world,  have  mercy  upon  us,  O 
God. 

He  Who  drank  vinegar  and  bitter3  herbs  and  took  away 
tbe  bitterness  of  our  passions,  have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

1  —  Luke  23:44 

2  —  Matthew  27:51 

3  —  Psalm  69:21 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  VENERATION  AND  ADORATION 

OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS 
CONDUCTED  ON  GOOD  FRIDAY 

COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  FRIDAY  OF  PASSION, 
GREAT  FRIDAY  AND  FRIDAY  OF  THE  CRUCIFIXION 

At  the  close  of  the  third  hour  prayers ,  the  clergy  and  the 
deacons  put  on  their  vestments  and  make  ready  for  the  first 
procession.  The  celebrant  carries  the  cross  on  his  right 
shoulder.  The  other  clergymen  and  the  deacons  carry  the 
Gospel  and  the  censer  in  front  of  the  cross ,  followed  by  the  fan 
carriers.  This  procession ,  which  starts  from  the  southern  door 
of  the  sanctuary  and  ends  at  the  northern  door ,  signifies  our 
Lord  carrying  His  Cross  from  Pilate's  palace  to  Golgotha. 
During  the  procession ,  they  shall  sing  the  following  hymn  with 
a  tune  which  expresses  sorrow  and  melancholy: 

As  He  was  coming  out  from  the  city,  carrying  His  Cross 
on  His  shoulder,  the  Hebrew  women  were  gathered  weeping 
over  Him  bitterly.  His  Mother  was  standing  afar,  with  all  her 
acquaintances,  and  as  a  dove,  she  began  to  moan  with  grief 
and  sorrow:  Whither  my  Son,  whither  my  beloved  One  are 
You  going?  Where  are  they  taking  you  away?  Why  did  You 
give  up  Yourself  in  the  hands  of  the  ungratful  people?  Woe  is 
me,  my  Son.  Woe  is  me,  my  beloved  One.  What  happened  to 
You,  today?  Blessed  be  Your  Passion  for  us  and  Your  humi¬ 
lity  on  our  account. 

Now  they  stand  before  the  sanctuary.  The  cross ,  bare  and 
stripped ,  is  fixed  on  a  stand  with  two  lit  candles ,  one  on  each 
side ,  signifying  the  two  thieves  who  were  crucified  with 
our  Lord.  At  the  mid-day  Gospel  reading ,  where  it  says: 
«But  the  other  rebuked  him f  then  the  candle ,  on  the  left  of 
the  cross  which  signifies  the  bandit  who  blasphemed  against 
our  Lord ,  should  be  put  out.  At  the  ninth  hour  Gospel 

1  —  Luke  23:40 
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Glory  to  the  Father,  Whose  compassion  was  moved 
toward  our  humanity,  and  He  sent  His  Son,  Who  was  incar¬ 
nate  on  our  account,  adoration  to  the  Son,  Who  washed  the 
feet  of  the  children  of  the  Mysteries1,  and,  by  His  love,  poured 
water  into  the  basin  with  humility,  and  He  bent  His  head  and 
washed  the  feet  of  the  Apostolic  company.  Glory  be  to  Him, 
to  His  invisible  Father  and  to  His  Holy  Spirit. 


Our  God  have  mercy  upon  us. 


Lord  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 

If  the  celebrant  be  a  bishop ,  the  twelve  who  had  their  feet 
washed  shall  carry  the  celebrant's  chair  while  is  sitting  on  it. 
Then  the  celebrant  shall  read  the  Gospel  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
(St.  John  10:11-18). 

At  the  end  of  the  service ,  a  sermon  should  be  delivered 
about  our  Lord,  the  Good  Shepherd ,  Who  risks  His  life  to 
seek  His  sheep ,  and  about  His  great  love,  humility  and  devo¬ 
tion  for  the  salvation  of  the  human  race. 


1  —  His  Disciples 


more  should  you  wash  one  another’s  feet?  For  I  have  given 
you  this  as  an  example,  so  that  just  as  I  have  done  for  you,  you 
should  also  do.  Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  there  is  no  servant 
who  is  greater  than  his  master;  and  no  apostle  who  is  greater 
than  he  who  sent  him.  If  you  know-these  things,  blessed  are 
you  if  you  do  them.  I  do  not  say  this  concerning  all  of  you,  for 
I  know  those  whom  I  have  chosen;  but  thatthescripturemight 
be  fulfilled,  he  who  eats  bread  with  me  has  lifted  up  his  heel 
against  me.  I  tell  you  now  before  it  happens,  that,  when  it 
happens,  you  may  believe  that  I  am  He.  Worship  to  the  Lord. 
Kyrie  eleison. 

After  the  celebrant  finishes  the  reading  of  the  Gospel ,  the 
twelve  persons  who  had  their  feet  washed ,  rise  from  their 
chairs.  The  priest ,  who  represented  Simon  Peter ,  washes  the 
celebrant's  right  foot ,  saying  the  following  prayer:  God,  the 
Father  Almighty,  Your  Only  Begotten  Son,  the  Holy,  One, 
Who  washed  His  blessed  disciples’  feet,  instructed  them 
saying:  Likewise,  should  you  wash  one  another’s  feet  with  love 
as  it  befits  the  true  disciples.  Now  that  we,  O  Lord,  have  ful¬ 
filled  the  supreme  command  by  washing  one  another’s  feet, 
may  His  love  fill  our  hearts,  our  bodies  and  our  souls.  May 
His  grace  dwell  among  us.  May  we  be  perfected  by  His  mercies 
and  be  pardoned  by  His  compassion,  now  and  forever. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

O  Christ,  Who  came  to  passion,  death  and  crucifixion, 
hear  our  supplication  and  have  mercy  upon  our  souls.  Our 
God  have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord  have  mercy  and  compassion 
on  us. 

Our  Lord  poured  water  into  the  basin  with  humility  and 
called  Simon,  the  head  of  the  Apostles,  to  wash  his  feet. 
Simon  said:  No  my  Lord,  no  my  Lord,  You  shall  never  wash 
me,  I  am  greatly  moved  if  You  wash  my  feet,  as  You  are 
saying.  O  Heavenly  One,  do  not  wash  the  feet  of  mortals;  You 
are  the  Creator,  let  not  the  clay  be  so  esteemed  by  You. 
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When  the  celebrant  wipes  the  feet  with  the  towel ,  he  shall  say 
the  following  prayer:  May  the  Lord  wipe  away  from  you  and  from 
us  all  evil  impulses ,  the  habits  and  customs.  May  He  adorn  you  and 
all  of  us  with  you  with  purity ,  holiness  and  a  life  that  is  pleasing 
unto  the  will  of  Christ ,  our  Lord  and  our  Gody  forever. 

The  celebrant ,  after  having  washed  the  foot  of  the  eleventh , 
reaching  Peter ,  sits  down  on  his  chair,  The  reader  continues  the 
reading  of  the  Gospel: 

When  He  came  to  Simon  Peter ,  Simon  said  to  Him: 

Priest1:  Are  you,  My  Lord,  going  to  wash  my  feet? 

Reader:  Jesus  answered  saying  to  him: 

Celebrant:  What  I  am  doing,  you  do  not  know  now,  but 
later  you  will  understand. 

Then  Simon  Peter  said  to  Him: 

You  shall  never  wash  my  feet. 

Jesus  said  to  him: 

Celebrant:  If  I  do  not  wash  you,  you  have  no  part  with 
Me. 

Simon  Peter  said  to  Him: 

Then,  my  Lord,  wash  not  only  my  feet,  but 
also  my  hands  and  my  head. 

Jesus  said  to  him: 

Celebrant:  He  who  has  bathed  does  not  need  except  to 
wash  his  feet  only,  for  he  is  already  all  clean. 
So  you  are  all  clean  but  not  everyone  of  you. 
For  Jesus  knew  who  was  to  betray  Him.  The¬ 
refore,  he  said:  Not  everyone  of  you  is  clean. 
When  He  had  washed  their  feet,  He  put  on 
His  robes  and  sat  down. 

Here  the  celebrant  rises  from  his  chair  and  goes  to  the 
priest ,  who  represents  Peter ,  and  washes  his  right  foot ,  saying 
the  previously  given  prayers.  Then  he  goes  back  to  his  chair , 
sits  down  and  continues  the  reading  of  the  Gospel  till  the  end 
of  verse  19  as  follows: 

And  He  said  to  them,  Do  you  know  what  I  have  done  to  you? 
You  call  me  Teacher  and  Lord,  and  what  you  say  is  well,  for  I  am. 
If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Teacher,  have  washed  your  feet  how  much 
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Your  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  You  came  in  search  of  the 
lost  sheep  whom  You  carried  on  Your  holy  shoulders  and 
brought  him  into  Your  Father’s  house.  Even  now,  O  Lord 
God,  bless  (  +  )  all  of  us,  Your  servants,  both  those  who  wash 
and  those  who  are  washed,  as  well  as  those  who  approach 
these  waters  with  faith  and  may  they  cleanse  us  from  all  the 
foulness  of  sin  and  from  all  unrighteous  acts,  Our  Lord  and 
our  God,  forever  and  ever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

The  reader  of  the  Gospel  shall  say  the  following  two 
verses:  And  began  to  wash1  the^egt  of  His  disciples ,  and  to 
wipe2  them  with  the  cloth  which  was  tied  around  His  loins. 

HYMN 

Tune:  T-har  Gabriel 

Gabriel  was  astounded,  Michael  was  confounded  and 
their  ranks  were  seized  with  great  fear  when  they  saw  the  Glo¬ 
rious  One  bending  His  head  and  washing  His  Disciples’  feet. 
Fire  lay  in  the  basin  and  the  mortals  were  washing  with  it. 
Praise  be  His  humility  Who  gave  us  this  example  by  Himself: 
Likewise  you  should  do  as  I  have  done  for  you. 

The  Disciples  washed  one  after  the  other,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  rank.  Simon,  the  head  of  the  disciples  was 
moved  and  said:  My  Lord,  you  shall  never  wash  my  feet.  Then 
our  Lord  said  to  him:  If  you  stand  against  My  will  you  have  no 
part  with  Me.  Moved,  Simon  answered  Him:  Bathe  and 
cleanse  my  head  and  my  body  that  I  may  not  be  separated 
from  You,  our  Lord. 

When  the  celebrant  washes  the  feet ,  he  shall  say  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prayer  for  each  one  of  the  twelve:  May  the  Lord  God 
wash  away  from  you  all  the  behavior  of  the  old  man  and  renew 
you  in  spirit  and  in  truth  and  all  of  us  with  you. 

1  —  The  celebrant  begins  to  wash  the  feet  of  the  twelve,  starting  from  Judas  and 

continuing  to  Simon  Peter. 

2  —  The  celebrant  wipes  their  feet  and  anoints  them  with  oil. 

Note:  The  reader  should  repeat  each  of  the  two  verses  three  times. 
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Here  the  reader  ceases  reading. 

Audible  Prayer  on  the  Water 

Celebrant:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  to  hear  Your 
living  words  and  with  humility,  to  work  in  Your  vineyard  the 
works  of  righteousness  and  to  be  pleasing  before  You  by  per¬ 
forming  Your  example  of  washing  one  to  another  in  the 
manner  that  You  showed  us  when  You  poured  the  water  into 
the  basin  and  washed  the  feet  of  Your  true  Disciples.  Such 
example  of  humility  has  been  handed  down  among  all  faithful 
disciples.  O  Lord  God,  make  us  as  well  worthy,  by  Your 
compassion,  to  follow  the  example  of  Your  humility.  May  we 
be  counted  among  Your  followers  and  be  cleansed  from  all  the 
defilement  of  sin  by  these  waters.  To  You,  we  offer  glory  and 
thanksgiving  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
forever.  People:  Amen.  Deacons:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  elesion. 

Inaudible  Prayer1 

Celebrant:  Lord  God,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  and  Word  of 
God  the  Father,  Who  was  born  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  an 
incomprehensible  birth.  And  You  personally  performed  the 
redemptive  dispensation  so  that  we,  Your  sinful  servants, 
might  be  set  free  from  the  bondage  of  the  adversary,  make 
these  waters  like  the  waters  with  which  You  washed  Your  Dis¬ 
ciples’  feet. 

Audible  Prayer 

Celebrant:  You  are  indeed  the  Maker  of  the  whole  crea¬ 
tion,  both  the  visible  and  the  invisible,  and  in  heaven  You  are 
glorified  by  myriads  of  angels  with 


1  —  To  be  said  by  the  celebrant  with  bent  head  and  low  voice. 
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Let  us  remain  firm  in  the  profession  of  our  faith  without 
wavering,  for  He.  who  has  promised  us  is  faithful.  And  let  us  con¬ 
sider  how  to  arouse  in  one  another  love  and  good  works,  not  forsa¬ 
king  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together,  as  is  customary  for  some; 
but  exhorting  one  another,  and  so  much  the  more  when  you  see  that 
day  approaching.  For  if  any  man  sin  willfully  after  he  has  received 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  then  there  is  no  more  sacrifice  to  be 
offered  for  sins.  But  the  fearful  judgment  and  the  fiery  indignation 
which  shall  consume  the  adversaries  is  at  hand.  He  v/ho  trans¬ 
gressed  the  law  of  Moses,  on  the  word  of  two  or  three  witnesses, 
died  without  mercy.  How  much  more  punishment  do  yo  think  he 
will  receive  who  has  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  has 
considered  the  blood  of  His  covenant,  through  which  he  had  been 
sanctified,  as  ordinary  blood  and  has  blasphemed  the  Spirit  of 
Grace?  Barekhmore. 

Hulolo 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  I  have  washed  my  hands  in 
purity  and  I  have  gone  around  Your  altar,  O  Lord,  Halleluiah. 
(Psalm  26:6) 

Reader:  Glory  to  the  Lord,  His  mercies  be  upon  us  and  upon  you 
forever. 

The  Holy  Gospel  from  the  Apostle  John.  Deacons:May  His 
prayer  be  with  us. 

The  reader  reads  the  Gospel  of  Saint  John  13:  1-19 

Now  before  the  feast  of  Passover,  Jesus  knew  the  hour  had 
come  to  depart  from  this  world  to  His  Father.  He  loved  His  own 
who  were  in  this  world,  and  He  loved  them  to  the  end.  During  the 
supper,  Satan  put  into  the  heart  of  Judas,  son  of  Simon  of  Iscariot, 
to  deliver  Him.  But  Jesus,  because  He  knew  that  the  Father  had 
given  everything  into  His  hands  and  that  He  came  from  God  and 
was  going  to  God,  rose  from  supper1  and  laid  aside  His  robe2;  and 
He  took  a  cloth  and  tied  it  around  His  loins2.  Then  He  poured  water 
into  a  basin4. 

1  —  The  celebrant  rises  from  his  chair. 

2  —  The  celebrant  takes  off  his  headgear  and  his  robe. 

3  —  The  celebrant  ties  a  white  cloth  around  his  loins. 

4  —  The  celebrant  pours  water  into  a  basin. 

Note:  The  reader  of  the  Gospel  must  repeat  each  of  these  sentences  three  times 
slowly. 
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Supplication  of  Saint  Janies 

Christ,  Who  came  to  the  Passion,  death  and  crucifixion, 
hear  our  supplication  and  have  mercy  upon  our  souls.  Our 
God  have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord  have  mercy  and  compassion 
upon  us. 

Our  Lord  washed  Simon’s  feet  as  He  pleased  and  they  all 
drew  near  to  our  Savior  in  order.  He  bowed  His  head  as  a 
humble  one1  before  His  disciples,  washing  their  feet,  and  by 
His  humility  He  exalted  them. 

Praise  be  to  the  Father,  Who  chose  the  Apostles  from  the 
beginning,  adoration  to  the  Son,  Who  exalted  them  by  His 
humility;  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who  filled  them 
with  all  wisdom;  and  upon  us  may  mercy  be  shown,  through 
their  prayers,  forever. 

Our  God  have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord  have  mercy  and 
compassion  upon  us. 

Zoomoro 

Tune:  Asdeth  Re’yon  (I  fixed  my  mind) 
or  the  Tune:  Supplication  of  Saint  Ephrem 

The  Lord  of  heaven  humbled  Himself  and  washed  His 
disciples’  feet.  He  overthrew  the  haughtiness  of  the  evil  one 
and  taught  us  humility.  Blessed  be  Your  Passion  for  us,  and 
Your  humility  on  account  of  us,  Halleluiah. 

Readings 
Exodus  34:  18-26 
II  Kings  23:  21-25 
Isaiah  50:  4-10 
I  Peter  3:  17-22 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Hebrews  10:21-29 

My  brethren,  and  having  a  great  high  priest  over  the 
house  of  God,  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart  in  full  assu¬ 
rance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts  sprinkled  and  cleansed  of  evil 
thought  and  our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water. 

1  —  Isaiah  53:2 
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He  chose  innocent,  faithful,  simple  and  unblemished  sheep, 
and  wished,  through  His  loving-kindness,  to  make  them  shine 
as  the  sun.  He  committed  to  them  mighty  works  and  healings 
and  promised  them  ranks  and  authority.  When  He  comes,  in 
power  and  glory,  they  too  will  become  judges. 

The  living  ardent  Fire  to  Whom  the  fiery  legions  minister 
was  bowing  His  head  before  a  contemptible  mortal  and 
entreating  to  wash  his  feet1.  He,  Whom  the  cherubim  and  the 
seraphim  carry,  and  the  living  wheels  sanctify  His  glory,  was 
bowing  His  head  before  Simon.  Glory  to  Him,  how  much  He 
humbled  Himself. 

O  mind,  where  are  you  looking?  Are  you  looking  at  the 
Maker  and  the  Lord  of  glory,  Who  is  on  the  fearful  chariot  of 
the  cherubim,  or  here  among  the  Disciples?  Are  you  looking  at 
the  great  bosom2,  or  here  Where  He  washed  the  feet  of  the 
disciple  who  delivered  Him  to  death?  His  loving  kindness 
lowered  Him  to  this,  in  order  that  Adam  might  return  to  his 
inheritance. 

Versicles  of  the  Passion 
Blessed  be,  O  Lord,  Your  Passion  for  us; 
blessed  be  Your  humility  on  account  of  us. 

On  this  day,  the  Son  of  God  took  a  cloth  and  tied  it 
around  His  loins.  He  washed  and  dried  His  servants5  feet.  He 
purified,  cleansed  and  purged  them  and  made  them  to  sit  at 
His  table. 

Let  us  give  thanks  to  the  invisible  Father,  adoration  to  the 
Son,  Who  humbled  Himself  and  washed  the  feet  of  the  twelve; 
thus  fulfilling  his  dispensation;  and  let  us  offer  a  crown  of 
praise  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

When  You  judge  the  people  who  judged  You, 
enter  not  into  judgment  with  us,  O  Lord. 

1  —  Simon’s  feet 

2  —  In  the  bosom  of  His  Father  (John  1:18) 
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Etro 

Christ  our  God,  Who  delivered  to  us  the  mystery  of  true 
and  perfect  love,  the  symbol  which  You  Yourself  performed  in 
advance  and  thus’teaching  us  to  be  subject  one  to  another  and 
to  serve  as  is  divinely  befitting.  Do  You,  O  Lord,  by  Your 
grace,  accept  this  incense  which  we  have  offered  unto  You; 
purify  and  cleanse  us  from  the  filth  and  stain  of  sin  by  the 
sprinkling  of  the  hyssop  of  Your  mercy,  and  make  us  worthy 
to  fulfill  and  perform  Your  divine  commandments  with  the 
love  that  is  accompanied  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
with  a  humble  mind.  May  we  not  be  found  guilty  on  the 
fearful  day  of  reward.  To  You  we  offer  praise  and  thanks¬ 
giving,  our  Lord  and  our  God. 

HYMN. 

Tune:  Btarokh  Moran  Noqeshno 

Anyone  who  is  not  filled  with  love  and  faith  should  not 
come  near  to  be  washed,  lest  he  washes  the  body  with  water 
while  the  soul  remains  defiled  with  guilt. 

Let  the  soul,  the  body  and  the  conscience,  with  one 
accord,  be  washed  together. 

Celebrant:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Beware,  Disciples,  do  not  despise  the  commandments  of 
the  gentle  Lord  Who  instructed  you  to  wash  your  companions’ 
feet.  Anyone  who  does  not  humble  himself  is  not  worthy  to 
become  My  disciple. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Qum  Fawlos 

The  master  and  His  disciples  gathered  in  the  upper  room 
to  fulfill  all  the  prophecies.  The  Mighty  One  humbled  Himself 
to  the  extremes  of  humility.  The  Lord  of  all,  God  above  all, 
the  invisible  One  Who  is  glorified  by  the  living  wheels1,  wished 
to  show  His  Disciples  the  way  of  humility,  that  they  might 
follow  in  His  steps. 


1  —  The  angels 

2  —  Simon’s  feet 
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of  water  that  we  may  thereby  complete  the  example  of  Your 
humility  in  order  that  our  souls  be  purified  from  the  defile¬ 
ment,  profanity  and  foulness  of  sin;  and  make  us  worthy,  as 
we  consider  Your  meekness  and  humility  with  an  enlightened 
intelligence,  to  cast  away  from  us  all  the  pride,  haughtiness 
and  base  passions  which  the  adversary  brought  upon  our  race 
by  his  bitter  guile,  and  instead,  to  put  on  meekness,  kindness 
and  true  love;  such  virtues  as  You  taught  us  to  perform  with 
purity  and  holiness,  as  befits  Your  true  disciples  and  faithful 
servants,  so  that  we  may  fulfill  the  remembrance  of  Your 
redemptive  Passion  and  Your  life-working  death,  and  cele¬ 
brate  the  feast  of  Your  glorious  Resurrection.  To  You  we  offer 
praise,  glory  and  thanksgiving,  with  Your  Father  and  Your 
Holy  Spirit  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Celebrant:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts. 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

How  glorious  was  the  eve  on  which  our  Lord  ministered 
to  His  Disciples  as  they  entered  one  by  one  for  the  washing. 
The  Fire  was  standing,  holding  a  basin  and  a  cloth  tied  around 
His  loins.  What  a  great  wonder  that  Judas  was  not  burnt  at 
that  moment  when  our  Savior  offered  him  water  for  washing; 
Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Celebrant:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

All  the  heavenly  multitudes  were  astonished  to  behold 
God,  the  Son  of  God  and  the  glorious  King,  to  whom  bows 
every  knee  of  the  heavenly  and  earthly  beings  and  of  those  that 
are  under  the  earth;  humbly  He  poured  water  into  a  basin  and 
washed  His  Disciples’  feet  during  the  supper;  heaven  and  earth 
were  amazed;  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 
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Today,  the  heavenly  multitudes  and  the  angelic  ranks 
were  astonished  to  behold  the  Fire  holding  a  basin  and  was¬ 
hing  the  feet  of  the  mortals  Whom  He  formed  with  His  hands. 
Blessed  be  His  humiliation. 

Simon  said:  No  my  Lord!  You  will  never  wash  me  for  I 
am  greatly  frightened  if  You  wash  my  feet  as  You  say.  Our 
Lord  answered:  If  you  do  not  obey,  you  are  not  My  disciple. 

Husoyo 

Celebrant:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Celebrant:  Glory  to  Him,  Who  is  exalted  and  most  high  in 
His  nature.  Who  humbled  Himself  of  His  own,  accepting 
upon  Himself  and  suffering  all  human  griefs  by  His  Compas¬ 
sion.  Who  fulfilled  His  dispensation  on  our  behalf  by  His 
grace.  He  washed  His  Disciples’  feet  by  His  meekness  and 
taught  them  the  hidden  mystery  of  His  humility  and  delivered 
to  them  the  decree  of  truth  to  pass  on  to  His  Church.  To  Him 
be  glory,  honor  and  dominion  at  this  time  of  the  washing  of 
the  feet  and  at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons  and  through 
all  the  days  of  our  life  forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  God  the  Word,  the  Lord  of  hea¬ 
venly  hosts  and  the  earthly  beings;  the  consuming  Fire,  at  the 
sight  of  Whose  glory  the  fiery  powers  stand  in  awe;  Who 
accepted  incarnation  upon  Himself;  to  Whom  the  heavenly 
beings  minister  with  fear,  bowing  their  faces  and  trembling  in 
His  presence,  the  prime  cause  of  life  and  God  of  all,  and  yet, 
by  Your  mercies,  You  were  willing  to  bow  Your  head  before 
the  earth  which  Your  hands  had  formed  and  to  wash  Your 
disciples’  feet.  Hence  You  gave  us  the  true  example  of  Your 
humility  to  follow  after  You  by  showing  us  the  way  which 
leads  us  to  the  pattern  of  Your  redemptive  humility.  Grant  to 
us,  Your  servants  who  are  gathered  in  Your  presence,  that  by 
washing  one  another’s  feet  with  this  small  amount 
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Our  Savior  dealt  humbly  with  His  Disciples,  saying  to 
them:  Take  Me  an  example  for  yourselves  and  learn  from  Me 
for  I  am  gentle  and  meek  in  heart,  Blessed  are  You,  O  Lord 
God. 

Celebrant:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Simon  said  to  Christ:  You  will  never  wash  my  feet.  Our 
Lord  answered  him:  If  you  are  not  washed,  you  have  no  part 
with  me.  Blessed  are  You,  O  Lord  God. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  19:1:  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 

God. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Haw  Dateen  Kul  Beriotho 

Praise  be  to  Your  humiliation,  O  our  Lord,  Who,  in  the 
highest,  is  ministered  by  the  vigilant  powers.  Lord  of  all  crea¬ 
tion,  Whose  love  constrained  Him  to  humble  Himself.  You 
rose  up,  poured  water  into  a  basin  and  washed  Your  Disciples’ 
feet.  Glory  to  You  on  account  of  Your  humiliation  for  the 
redemption  of  Adam. 

Celebrant:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Our  Savior  anointed  His  Church  with  scant  plain  water. 
Behold,  she  and  her  children  offer  Him  praise  always.  Blessed 
be  the  Most  High,  Who  humbled  himself  and  washed  His 
Disciples’  feet.  Praise  be  to  His  humiliation  for  the  redemption 
of  Adam. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  149:1-9:  Praise  the  Lord.  Sing  to  the 
Lord  a  new  song  and  His  praise  in  the  congregation  of  saints... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Yawmono 

Today,  heaven  and  earth  and  all  that  is  therein  were 
astounded  and  confounded  to  behold  the  Lord  of  all  as  He 
tied  a  cloth  around  His  loins  and  washed  His  Disciples’  feet. 
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Opening  Prayer 

Celebrant:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Celebrant:  Grant  to  us,  O  Lord  God,  that  by  washing 
with  these  waters  we  become  cleansed  and  purified  from  all  the 
bitterness  and  wickedness  of  the  adversary,  as  well  as  from  the 
defilements  and  corruption  of  sin  and  free  us  from  the  pas¬ 
sions  of  envy,  pride,  wrath  and  hatred  all  through  the  days  of 
our  life;  our  Lord  and  our  God  forever. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  51:  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Aemo  Dkhitho 

He,  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify  with  fear,  today  washed 
His  Disciples’  feet,  have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

He,  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  cannot  behold,  today  washed 
His  Disciples’  feet,  have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

He,  Who  is  robed  with  fire  and  flame1,  tied  a  cloth 
around  His  loins  and  washed  His  Disciples’  feet,  have  mercy 
upon  us,  O  God. 

Celebrant:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Glory  to  the  father,  Who  sent  His  Only  begotten  Son, 
Who  came  and  washed  His  Disciples’  feet,  have  mercy  upon 
us,  O  God. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  63: 0  God,  You  are  my  God,  on  You  I 
wait... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Bro  Dashro  Bmarbo’ 

Blessed  be  Who  poured  water  into  a  basin  and  washed  His 
Disciples’  feet,  saying  to  them:  Follow  this  example  and  do 
likewise  one  to  another.  Blessed  are  You,  O  Lord  God. 

1  —  Honor  and  glory 
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OBSERVED  OF  MAUNDY  THURSDAY 
(THURSDAY  OF  THE  HOLY  MYSTERIES) 


Twelve  chairs  are  to  be  arranged  in  front  of  the  sanctuary 

for  the  twelve  persons  who  will  represent  the  Disciples.  The 

celebrant’s  chair  ought  to  be  set  below  the  Gospel  stand,  to  the 

right  side  of  the  sanctuary.  A  small  table,  covered  with  a  piece 

of  white  linen,  is  to  be  put  in  the  center  on  which  are  put  a 

brass  pitcher  filled  with  water,  a  basin,  a  vessel  containing  oil, 

cotton  and  soap.  The  celebrant  calls  the  twelve  one  by  one, 

starting  with  Judas1  and  ending  with  Peter.  The  one  who 

represents  Peter  must  always  be  a  married  priest  or  deacon.  It 

is  very  much  preferable  that  the  twelve  be  four  priests,  four 

deacons  and  four  subdeacons.  On  being  called,  each  one  of  the 

twelve  sits  on  his  chair  with  his  head  uncovered  and  dressed 

according  to  his  ecclesiastical  rank  with  a  lit  candle  in  his 

hand.  Likewise  the  celebrant  sits  on  his  chair.  Following  is  a 

list  of  the  twelve  Disciples’  names  as  they  are  called  to  their 

chairs:  Simon,  who  was  called  Peter;  Andrew,  his  brother; 

* 

James  the  son  of  Zebedee,  and  John,  his  brother;  Philip  and 
Bartholomew;  Thomas  and  Matthew;  James  the  son  of 
Alphaeus  and  Labbaeus,  surnamed  Thaddaeus;  Simon  the 
Zealot  and  Judas  Iscariot.  When  they  are  all  seated,  the  service 
starts. 


1  —  Usually  the  name  Matthias  is  given  instead  of  Judas.  (See  Acts  1:26) 
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They  bow  down  before  the  door  of  the  sanctuary ,  and 
with  a  contrite  heart ,  they  shall  say  each  of  the  following  peti¬ 
tions  ten  times ,  five  to  each  side .  At  each  time  they  shall  bow 
their  heads  until  they  touch  the  floor: 

Kyrie  eleison.  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord  have 
compassion  and  mercy  upon  us.  Lord  hear  us  and  have  mercy 
upon  us. 

Here  they  all  stand  up.  The  priest  shall  say  the  following 
petition  three  times  with  a  tone  that  is  full  of  sorrow ,  sadness 
and  remorse.  The  choir  repeats  the  same  after  him: 

Tune:  Abo  Kthab-wo  Egartho 

Peter  sat  at  the  outer  door  weeping  and  crying  out: 
Master,  open  Your  door,  I  am  Your  disciple,  heaven  and  earth 
weep  for  me  because  I  Have  lost  the  keys  of  the  kingdom. 

Then  the  priest  approaches  the  curtain  of  the  door  of  the 
sanctuary  holding  the  cross  in  his  right  hand.  He  touches  the 
curtain  with  the  cross  three  times ,  each  time  saying: 

O  Lord,  our  Lord,  our  Lord,  open  Your  door  to  us. 

At  the  third  time ,  the  curtain  is  drawn  back,  all  the  lights 
are  put  on  and  the  clergy  and  the  deacons  enter  into  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  sing  the  following  hymn: 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

Blessed  are  the  good  servants  who,  when  their  Master  comes, 
finds  them  keeping  watch  and  working  in  His  vineyard.  He 
binds  His  loins  with  a  girdle  and  ministers  to  them  for  they 
have  labored  with  Him  from  morning  till  evening.  The  Father 
makes  His  laborers  to  rest,  the  Son  ministers  to  them  and  the 
Comforter,  the  Holy  Spirit,  weaves  their  crown,  Halleluiah, 
and  puts  it  on  their  heads. 

Here  a  sermon  should  be  delivered  to  admonish  the 
faithful  to  lead  a  life  of  virtue,  charity,  good  deeds,  and 
always  to  be  alert  and  watchful  for  the  Lord's  second  coming, 
that  they  may  greet  Him  and  like  the  wise  virgins  and  enter 
into  His  everlasting  kingdom. 


Ten  Virgins 


Quqaliun  (Sixth  Tune) 


Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  Halleluiah,  and  let  my  cry  come  unto 
you.  For  my  days  are  consumed  like  smoke,  Halleluiah,  and  my 
bones  are  whitened  as  if  they  were  burned.  {Psalm  102:1, 3) 

Then  they  shall  sing  the  following  hymn: 


HYMN  (On  Repentance) 
Tune:  Qum  Fawlos  (Seventh  Tune) 


Open,  O  Lord,  unto  me  Your  door  which  is  full  of  mercies,  as 
You  opened  it  unto  the  woman  who  was  a  sinner  and  accept  from 
me  the  tears  which  I  offer;  and  grant  me  the  forgiveness  of  my  sins. 
You,  O  Living  Water,  have  I  taken  on  my  journey,  that  there  I  may 
not  ask  for  water  from  Abraham,  for  I  have  heard  concerning  the 
rich  man  when  he  asked  for  water  on  the  tip  of  the  little  finger. 

Then  they  shall  add  the  following: 


HYMN 


Tune:  Btarokh  Moran  Noqeshno 


At  Your  door,  O  Lord,  do  I  knock;  from  Your  treasury  I  ask 
for  mercies;  I,  a  constant  sinner,  have  turned  aside  from  Your  way. 
Grant  me  to  confess  and  renounce  my  sin  and  to  live  in  Your  grace. 

At  whose  door  other  than  Yours,  shall  we  go  knocking,  O  gra¬ 
cious  Lord;  and  who,  O  King,  Whom  the  kings  of  the  earth  worship 
and  glorify,  will  plead  for  our  transgressions,  if  Your  own 


not. 


Father  and  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  to  us  a  fortress  of  refuge 
and  a  high  wall  of  defense  from  the  evil  one  and  his  hosts  that  fight 
against  us.  Shelter  us  under  the  wings  of  Your  mercies,  when  the 
good  are  separated  from  the  wicked. 

Let  the  voices  of  our  ministry  be  a  key  to  open  the  gates  of 
heaven,  and  may  the  Archangels  in  their  heavenly  order  say,  How 
sweet  is  the  voice  of  the  mortals  that  the  Lord  quickly  answers  their 
requests. 


Supplication  of  Saint  Ephrem 


Lord  have  mercy  upon  us;  Lord  accept  our  service, 

Send  us  from  Your  treasure  grace,  mercy  and  forgiveness. 

At  night  let  mortals  give  thanks,  keeping  watch  with  the  hea¬ 
venly  hosts,  Let  them  send  forth  voices  of  glory  to  the  Vigilant  One 
who  never  sleeps. 

Grant  us  the  vigilence  of  the  wise  virgins  that  when  You  come 
at  midnight  we  may  enter  into  the  bridal  chamber  with  You. 
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and  you  are  still  in  need  of  milk,  and  not  strong  meat.  For 
every  man  whose  food  is  milk  is  unfamiliar  with  the  word  of 
righteousness;  for  he  is  a  babe.  But  strong  meat  belongs  to 
those  who  are  of  full  age,  even  those  who  by  reason  of  training 
have  their  senses  exercized  to  discern  both  good  and  evil. 
Barekhmore. 

Hulolo 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of 
righteousness,  I  will  enter  in  them  and  1  will  praise  the  Lord, 
Halleluiah.  (  Psalm  1 18:19) 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Lord,  His  mercies  be  upon  us  and 

upon  you  forever. 

The  Holy  Gospel  from  the  Apostle  Matthew. 

All:  May  his  prayer  be  with  us. 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  of  Saint  Matthew  25:1-13. 

Then  the  kingdom  of  heaven  will  be  like  ten  virgins,  who 
took  their  lamps  and  went  out  to  greet  the  bridegroom  and  the 
bride.  Five  of  them  were  wise,  and  five  were  foolish.  And  the 
foolish  ones  took  their  lamps,  but  took  no  oil  with  them.  But 
the  wise  ones  took  oil  in  the  vessels  with  their  lamps.  As  the 
bridegroom  was  delayed,  they  all  slumbered  and  slept.  And  at 
midnight  there  was  a  cry,  Behold,  the  bridegroom  is  coming; 
go  out  to  greet  him!  Then  all  the  virgins  got  up  and  prepared 
their  lamps.  And  the  foolish  ones  said  to  the  wise  ones,  give  us 
some  of  your  oil,  for  our  lamps  have  gone  out.  Then  the  wise 
ones  answered,  saying,  why,  there  would  not  be  enough  for  us 
and  for  you;  go  to  those  who  sell  and  buy  for  yourselves.  And 
while  they  went  to  buy,  the  bridegroom  came;  and  those  who 
were  ready  entered  with  him  into  the  banqueting  hall,  and  the 
door  was  locked.  Afterward  the  other  virgins  also  came  and 
said,  Our  lord,  our  lord,  open  to  us.  But  he  answered  and  said 
to  them,  truly  I  say  to  you,  I  do  not  know  you.  Be  alert,  there¬ 
fore,  for  you  do  not  know  the  day  nor  the  hour.  Worship  to 
the  Lord.  Kyrie  eleison. 
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Supplication  of  Saint  James  (On  Virgins) 

Christ,  Who  came  for  the  Passion  and  the  death  of  the 
Crucifixion,  hear  our  supplication  and  grant  mercy  upon  our 
souls.  Our  God,  have  mercy  upon  us;  our  Lord,  by  Your 
mercy,  have  compassion  among  us.  The  Son  of  God  was  tea¬ 
ching  a  great  parable  whereby  He  announced  His  coming  and 
the  tidings  of  His  path.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  ten  vir¬ 
gins  who  took  their  lamps  and  went  out  to  greet  the  Royal 
Bridegroom  and  to  enter  with  Him  into  the  banqueting  house 
which  is  prepared  for  all  the  saints. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father  who  typified  the  world  by  the  vir¬ 
gins,  adoration  to  the  Son  Who  is  the  Bridegroom  of  truth, 
thanks  be  to  the  Holy  Spirit  Who  causes  the  pure  and  the  wise 
to  enter  into  the  abode  of  life  full  of  pleasures,  while  the  foo¬ 
lish  ones  He  drives  away,  rejecting  and  refusing  to  accept 
them;  Triune  God  of  one  nature,  praise  be  to  Hirn. 

Our  God,  have  mercy  upon  us,  our  Lord,  by  Your  mercy, 
have  compassion  on  us. 

Zoomoro 

1  lifted  up  my  mind  on  high,  pondering  on  the  great  Pas¬ 
sion  of  our  Savior  as  He  stood  between  the  thieves  and  was 
mocked  by  the  unbelievers,  Hanah  was  threatening  and 
Caiapha  was  mocking.  Blessed  be  Your  Passion  for  our  sake 
and  Your  humility  on  our  account. 

Readings 

Jeremiah  18:18-22 
Acts  3:22-26 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul  the  blessed  apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  to  the 
Hebrews  5:12-14. 

My  brethren,  by  now  you  should  be  teachers  because  you 
have  been  a  long  time  in  training;  but  even  now  you  need  to  be 
taught  the  primary  writings  of  the  word  of  God; 
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HYMN 

Tune:  Quqoyo 

How  fitting  it  was  for  the  virgins  as  they  carried  their 
lamps!  When  the  Bridegroom  was  delayed  in  His  coming,  they 
all  slumbered  and  slept.  Five  of  them  were  very  foolish  and 
five  of  them  were  very  wise.  There  was  a  mighty  cry:  Behold, 
the  Bridegroom  is  coming.  The  wise  virgins  entered  with  Him 
and  the  foolish  ones  were  rejected,  Halleluiah,  Lord,  have 
compassion  on  us. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

Let  the  divine  trumpets  blow  today  and  unceasingly  let  us 
celebrate  the  feast  of  the  haven  of  the  Most  High,  Whereby  we 
have  rested  from  the  violent  waves  by  obtaining  the  repose 
which  is  the  Resurrection  of  the  Only  Begotten.  And  with 
rejoicing,  let  us  declare  the  miracles  of  the  Lord  Who  in  His 
love  came  and  redeemed  us  and  counted  us  worthy  of  His 
haven,  Halleluiah,  praise  be  to  Him  Who  sent  Him. 

Versicles  of  the  Passion 

Blessed  be  Your  passion  on  our  behalf,  O  Lord. 

Blessed  be  Your  humility  on  account  of  us. 

A  haven  of  life  is  the  Passion  of  the  Son  of  God  for  those 

s 

who  are  concerned  and  consider  how  He  showed  and  taught  us 
good  deeds:'  Love,  mercy  and  blessed  hope. 

By  the  virgins,  He  typified  and  declared  to  us  that  impe¬ 
rishable  kingdom. 

Let  us  follow  their  example  and  take  the  oil  of  good  deeds 
that  we  may  enter  with  the  Bridegroom  into  Eden. 

Let  us  offer  glory  to  the  Bridegroom,  Who  rejoices 
because  all  the  peoples  shall  rejoice  with  Him  in  His  chamber. 
Therefore,  to  exhort  us  to  rejoice  with  Him,  He  typified  for  us 
the  virgins. 

When  You  judge  the  people  who  judged  You,  enter  not, 
O  Lord,  into  judgment  with  us. 
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your  peace  and  tranquility  reign  over  her,  she  may  celebrate 
the  feasts  of  gladness  till  the  end  of  the  world.  Lift  up  her 
horn,  raise  high  her  head,  lengthen  the  cords  of  her  tent  and 
strengthen  its  pegs1.  Establish  in  her  the  pillar  of  the  Cross  of 
light,  so  that,  unshakable,  she  may  withstand  the  tempests  of 
paganism.  Set  over  her  shepherds  to  tend  her  flocks  with  vigi¬ 
lance  and  care,  and  lead  her  to  the  haven  of  tranquility.  Sanc¬ 
tify  her  priests  that  they  may  minister  honorably  before  You. 
Purify  her  deacons  that,  with  sincerity,  holiness  and  angelic 
life,  they  may  praise  and  dwell  among  her  holy  companies. 
Guide  her  children,  uphold  her  elders,  help  her  youth,  grant 
them  power  to  be  unwavering  in  every  kind  of  pitfall,  and 
cause  her  infants  to  be  brough  up  in  a  virtuous  manner.  Sign 
the  whole  world  with  Your  victorious  Cross.  Heal  the  sick; 
comfort  the  oppressed;  arise  up  to  help  the  poor;  the  orphans 
and  the  widows;  redeem  the  captives;  release  the  prisoners; 
bring  together  those  who  are  scattered  abroad  and  make  men 
from  all  ranks  of  life  ready  to  come  to  her  bosom  and  arrive  at 
the  haven  which  is  free  from  the  storms  and  the  tempests  of 
the  sea.  Grant  to  us  that,  with  purity,  we  may  be  prepared  for 
the  rejoicing  and  the  gladness  of  Your  resurrection,  which  is 
the  haven  of  happiness  and  peace,  and  the  end  of  this  spiritual 
struggle2.  On  the  day  of  Your  Resurrection,  may  we  rejoice  in 
the  company  of  Your  holy  disciples  and  with  them  may  we  be 
prepared  for  Your  haven  of  life  where  blissful  repose  is  bes¬ 
towed  upon  those  who  have  labored  in  Your  spiritual 
vineyard;  and,  being  illumined  with  the  lamps  of  light,  may  we 
give  praise  to  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 


1  —  Isaiah  54:2 

2  —  The  end  of  Lent 


CP^a=>  s_c>a>9  cK0\v«cqo^f9  'f= 

Ull.a>  ^ oe)  l^y>  oci)  t  tots.  co,.^>.  / o  : ) 

Cfl_klC»/o  Q&&£>  9  )  VoA^  C^US^  o  <SV^‘il 

i3KUas  U^U4^ 

L-fclo*^  locip  UoOts*^, 

v^csjo'.ylc^tslj  Ylsi  9  \jQacS  \ccflj  \  ci*. 


?  ^  yC^s.  o 

ibf^aLai  cSU<)bS./o 
♦  cAd»klVd  Viii 


159  Ten  Virgins 

Sedro 

Our  God  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  Who  is  the  haven  of 
tranquility  and  the  resort  of  rest,  serenity  and  peace;  the  Good 
One,  Whose  eternal  mercies  were  moved  at  His  creation  and 
could  not  endure  to  lose  such  a  work  of  His  hands;  the  Good 
Shepherd,  Who  went  out  in  search  of  the  lost  sheep1  and 
found  the  royal  coin2  buried  under  the  lusts  of  sin  which  He 
cleansed  and  purified  in  the  crucible  of  the  baptistery,  besto¬ 
wing  upon  it  its  former  beauty.  Even  now,  we  pray  you,  O 
Lord  God,  to  liberate  completely  our  souls  from  the  defile¬ 
ment  of  sin.  May  we  not  be  stripped  of  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  but  rather  make  us  worthy  to  become  pure  shrines  of 
Your  Godhead.  Grant  that,  on  Your  second  glorious  coming 
with  the  wise  virgins,  we  too  may  come  out  to  greet  You  with 
radiant  lamps  that  are  filled  with  the  oil  of  righteousness.  Do 
not  let  us  hear  the  saying:  Go  away  from  me,  you  cursed,  for  I 
do  not  know  you.  May  we  not,  O  Lord,  be  left  in  a  state  of 
bewilderment  and  sorrow,  nor  become  strangers  to  the  comely 
feast  of  Your  bridal  chamber;  rather,  make  us  worthy  that, 
with  our  lamps  lit  and  blowing  trumpets,  we  may  meet  Your 
Divine  Countenance  and  that  there,  in  the  delightful  banquet 
and  in  the  banqueting  chamber  of  the  elect,  we  may  rejoice  at 
the  table  filled  with  pleasures.  Grant  that,  with  true  faith,  we 
may  reach  Your  spiritual  haven  and  the  place  of  serenity  which 
is  prepared  for  Your  saints.  Exalt  the  horn  of  Your  Holy 
Church  all  over  the  world,  by  Your  glories,  and  enrich  her 
with  the  songs  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  instead  of  the  lamps 
which  she  is  carrying  in  her  hands,  may  she  and  her  children 
come  to  meet  You  at  Your  second  coming  with  spiritual  lamps 
and  with  garments  that  are  fit  for  Your  banquets.  And  keep 
her  in  this  world  from  perverted  doctrines;  make  firm  her 
foundations  on  the  rock  of  the  Orthodox  faith  so  that,  while 

*1  —  Matthew  18:12 


2  —  Luke  15:8 
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of  righteousness.  May  we  be  worthy  to  behold  Your  Divine 
Countenance,  while  our  lamps  are  lit  and  our  faces  confident, 
and  grant  us  to  wait  for  You  with  vigilance,  virtue  and  purity 
all  the  days  of  our  lives,  our  Lord  and  our  God,  forever. 

They  shall  say  Psalm  51:  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God... 

HYMN 

Tune:  Shmaioneh  Shubhokh  Zomrin 

Behold,  the  bridal  chamber  is  prepared,  awaiting  those 
whose  lamps  are  lit,  so  that  when  the  Bridegroom  comes  to 
enter,  they  will  enter  the  bridal  feast  with  Him. 

The  Bridegroom  is  about  to  come,  go  out  to  greet  Him 
with  your  lamps,  while  your  souls  are  adorned  with  the  works 
of  righteousness. 

Let  everyone  examine  himself  and  not  enter  with  filthy 
clothes  so  that  the  Bridegroom  will  not  see  him  and  be  in  anger 

and  throw  him  out  of  the  door. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

By  You,  my  Lord,  may  our  sins  be  forgiven  and  our 
conscience  purified,  and  by  You  may  our  souls  be  sanctified 
that  we  may  rejoice  with  the  wise  virgins. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  Him  Who  is  the  haven  of  tranquility, 
where  the  tired  and  those  afflicted  by  sin  find  rest  for  them¬ 
selves;  to  Him  Who  is  the  repose  unto  those  who  carry  the 
heavy  burdens  of  the  Law  and  by  Him  they  attain  freedom. 
Exaltation  to  the  heavenly  Bridegroom,  Who  invited  the  wise 
virgins  to  His  banquet  and  ordered  them  to  keep  their  lamps  lit 
before  Him  and  to  wait  for  Him  with  vigilance,  to  keep  watch 
before  Him  with  prudence,  purity  and  cheerfulness.  To  Him 
be  glory,  honor  and  dominion  at  this  time  of  the  entrance  into 
the  haven  and  at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons  and 
through  all  the  days  of  our  life  forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 
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Psalmody:  O  give  thanks  to  the  God  of  gods,  for  His  mercy 
endures  forever.  ( Psalm  136:2) 

How  pleasant  was  the  night  of  our  Lord’s  arrival,  and  how 
excellent,  glorious  and  full  of  grace  it  was,  to  behold  the  old  and 
young  who  are  gathering  during  it  and  with  lights  they  sing  glory. 
The  baptistery  is  adorned  like  a  glorious  bride  and  gives  life  to  those 
who  are  baptized  therein. 

Also ,  they  shall  say  the  following  supplication: 

TAKHSHEFTO  (SUPPLICATION) 

Tune:  Shubho  Ltobo 

Glory  be  to  the  Good  One,  Who,  by  His  love,  revealed  His 
glory  to  men.  He  created,  out  of  earth,  a  rational  being  which  He 
adorned  with  a  soul  rich  in  treasures  and  put  knowledge  in  the  body 
of  man  so  that  the  whole  creation  might  sing  His  praise.  Come  you, 
O  eloquent  ones,  sing  His  praise  before  we  sleep  the  sleep  of  death. 
In  the  night,  which  is  so  long,  let  us  remember  death  which  will 
strike  dumb  our  mouths  and  put  us  to  silence.  The  righteous,  who 
kept  watch  during  the  night,  even  though  they  be  dead,  yet  they  are 
alive.  And  the  evil  doers,  who  rejected  the  glory  of  their  Lord,  even 
though  they  be  alive,  yet  they  are  dead.  Let  us  awaken  our  minds  to 
prayers  and  to  the  songs  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  become  the  compa-' 
nions  of  the  wise  virgins  whom  our  Lord  commended.  Thus,  on  that 
night  which  will  inspire  the  worlds  with  awe,  we  may  behold  the 
Bridegroom.  Let  us  not  be  sunk  in  pleasures,  so  that  we  may  sing 
His  praise  on  the  day  when  He  appears. 

Now  they  all  stand  before  the  sanctuary.  The  curtain  is  kept 
closed.  Most  of  the  lights  in  the  Church  are  put  out  and  very  few  are 
left  shining.  The  darkness  signifies  the  dark  night  on  which  the  ten 
virgins  were  expecting  the  arrival  of  the  Bridegroom.  The  priest 
starts  the  service. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Grant  to  us,  Christ  our  God,  Who  is  the  harbor  of 

life  and  the  haven  of  all  benevolence,  that  by  Your  second  glorious 
coming,  we  may  come  out  and  greet  You  with  pure  lamps  that  are 
filled  with  the  oil 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  ENTRANCE  IN  THE  HAVEN 
COMMONLY  CALLED  THE  PARABLE 
OF  THE  TEN  VIRGINS 


At  the  close  of  the  second  service  of  the  eve  of  Monday 
(Sunday  evening ),  which  is  the  first  day  of  Passion  Week ,  the 
clergy  and  the  deacons  shall  put  on  their  vestments.  Carrying 
the  cross ,  the  Gospel ,  the  fans  and  the  censer ,  they  shall  make 
ready  to  start  the  procession  inside  the  church ,  as  usual ,  star¬ 
ting  from  the  northern  door  of  the  chancel  and  ending  at  the 
southern  door. 

During  the  procession ,  they  shall  sing  the  following 
hymns: 

FETHGOMO 
Tune:  Yabeb  Bteshbuhto 

Psalmody:  O  give  thanks  to  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good  and 
His  mercy  endures  forever.  (Psalm  118:1) 

The  Entrance  into  the  Haven  has  led  us  to  life  and  to  the 
glorious  Resurrection  of  Christ  our  Savior  Who  is  the  Ruler  of 
creation  and  the  consolation  of  those  who  are  oppressed;  He 
makes  us  worthy  by  His  grace  to  behold  that  miraculous  night 
in  which  the  luminous  stars  shine  forth  from  the  spiritual 
waters. 

Psalmody:  Let  Israel  now  say  that  His  mercy  endures 
forever.  (Psalm  1 18:1) 

The  Entrance  into  the  Haven  is  the  true  door  and  the 
entrance  to  the  redeeming  Passion  which  pardons  our  offenses 
and  forgives  all  our  debts;  therefore,  be  vigilent,  O  you  who 
fast,  for  the  Bridegroom  has  arrived  to  glorify  your  crowns;  let 
us  suffer  with  Him  in  His  Passion  which  is  on  our  account, 
that  we  may  rejoice  with  Him  on  the  day  of  His  Resurrection. 
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They  turn  to  the  North: 


Priest:  He  Wh  cm  the  heavenly  beings  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David,  have 

r 

mercy  upon  us. 


They  turn  to  the  South: 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 
Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  Yoy,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity 
on  His  sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 


Here  the  whole  congregation  shall  recite  the  Lord's  Prayer. 
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and  forever!  People:  Amen. 

Hoothomo 

Priest:  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  hear  our  prayers,  accept 
our  supplications,  grant  our  requests,  come  to  our  aid,  and  let 
Your  mercy  be  upon  all  of  us,  in  both  worlds,  our  Lord  and 
our  God  forever.  People:  Amen. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

The  priest  takes  the  cross  with  the  olive  or  palm  branches 
and  waves  them  in  the  four  directions ,  just  as  he  does  in  the 
service  of  the  veneration  of  the  Cross.  Turning  to  the  East,  the 
priest  shall  say: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David,  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  children  of  the 
faithful  Church  entreat  saying:  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David, 
have  mercy  upon  us. 


for  those  who  hold  them;  (R)  make  them  branches  of  glory 
(O),  leaves  of  holiness  (SS)  and  Hosannas  of  purity.  People: 
Amen. 

Priest:  For  the  confirmation  of  faith,  for  the  adornment 
of  childhood,  for  the  dignity  of  old  age,  for  the  edification  of 
the  Churches,  for  the  glory  of  the  monasteries,  for  the  blessing 
of  the  homes  and  for  the  support  of  the  faithful  because  to 
You  befit  glory  and  honor  with  Your  Blessed  Father  and  Your 
Holy  Spirit  now  and  forever.  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  Blessed  are  You,  our  God,  Blessed  be  Your 
coming  to  us,  blessed  be  Your  name  which  was  called  on  us, 
and  blessed  be  Your  dispensation  on  account  of  our  salvation. 
Yea,  O  Lord,  by  the  abiding  of  Your  grace,  bless(+)  all  of  us 
and  all  the  lands  and  the  plants,  together  with  these  branches, 
and  make  them  (C)  palms  of  blessings,  (R)  guardians  of 
homes,  (O)  conquerors  over  satan  (SS)  and  for  the  deliverance 
from  all  temptations.  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  For  the  cessation  of  wars,  for  the  deliverance  from 
evil  passions  and  for  preservation  from  all  kinds  of  injuries; 
and  grant  us,  that,  by  carrying  them,  we  may  find  mercy  and 
pardon  from  You.  Bless<+)  Your  people  who  have  come  to 
celebrate  Your  festival  and  make  us  all  worthy  to  enter  Your 
bridal  feast  and  to  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving  with 
Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever.  People: 
Amen. 

The  priest  waves  his  hands  gently  over  the  branches, 
saying:  These  branches  that  are  set  before  us  are  blessed,  in  the 
name  of  the  Father  +  .  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  And  of  the  Son  4-  .  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  And  of  the  Holy  Spirit  +  for  everlasting  life. 

People:  Amen. 

Priest:  O  Lord,  God  of  the  heavenly  hosts  and  the  Maker 
of  the  whole  creation,  keep  us  under  Your  almighty  hand  with 
Your  powerful  arm.  Make  us  worthy  to  praise  You  with  the 
ardent  companies  of  the  flaming  fire,  and  to  cry  out  with  the 
children  and  the  infants,  saying:  Hosanna  in  the  highest,  now 


blessed  everlasting  life  among  the  honorable  congregations  of 
Your  Saints  that,  with  spiritual  hosannas  and  with  glorious 
branches,  we  may  offer  You  glory  and  thanksgiving  to  You 
and  to  Your  Father  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit  now  and  forever. 
People:  Amen. 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that,  with  shi¬ 
ning  garments  of  incorruptibility  and  with  the  spiritual  bran¬ 
ches  of  praise,  we  may  celebrate  Your  feast  with  gladness  and 
rejoicing  with  the  congregation  of  Your  elect,  with  them  and 
among  them,  offer  we  You  glory  and  thanksgiving  and  to 
Your  Father  and  living  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever.  People. 
Amen. 

Priest:  Peace  be  to  all  of  you.  + 

People:  And  with  your  spirit. 

Deacon:  Let  us  bow  our  heads  before  the  Lord. 

People:  Before  You,  our  Lord  and  our  God. 

Priest:  Before  You,  my  Lord,  Your  Church  and  inheri¬ 
tance  bend  down  the  necks  of  their  souls  and  bodies,  and 
before  the  fearful  throne  of  Your  Majesty,  Your  servants  and 
handmaids,  with  supplicant  bending  and  with  sorrow  and 
repentance  implore  You  to  forgive  their  trespasses.  Yea,  O 
Loving  Lord,  dot  not  dismiss  them  empty-handed,  rather, 
open  to  them  Your  treasures  and  gladden  them  with  Your  rich 
gifts  that  they  may  continuously  celebrate  this  festival  of  glo- 
fies  and  become  companions  of  the  children  who  praised  You 
with  their  hosannas.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving, 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 
People:  Amen. 

Priest:  You,  O  Lord,  God,  Who,  by  all  providence,  have 
performed  all  these  wonders  on  our  account,  even  now,  by  Your 
plentiful  mercies,  bless<+)  these  branches  and  the  trees  from  which 
they  were  cut  off  and  also  all  the  plants  which  Your  Lordship 
created.  Let  them  be  a  blessing  to  their  recipients,  ((  )  a  deliverance 
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behalf,  and  to  meet  You  at  Your  second  coming  from  heaven, 
freed  from  all  the  defilements  of  sin,  and  with  garments  of 
incorruptibility  and  with  robes  of  virtuous  conduct,  may  we  be 
prepared  to  meet  You  with  confidence  among  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Your  elect,  crying  out  three  times  and  saying: 

All:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  priest ,  with  outstretched  hands ,  begins  the  services  of 
the  blessing  of  the  branches. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Lord,  pardon  our  debts  by  Your  loving¬ 

kindness.  Forgive  our  transgressions  by  Your  tender  mercies. 
Grant  that  we  be  counted  among  Your  own,  and  may  we  be 
well  pleasing  to  Your  will  and  attain  grace  in  Your  presence, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  now  and  forever.  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  O  Lord,  God  of  the  heavenly  hosts,  before  Whom 

the  cherubim,  the  seraphim,  the  angels,  the  archangels  and  the  spi¬ 
ritual  companies  tremble  and  quake  from  fear,  at  the  living  fire  of 
Your  Godhead,  and  in  fear  and  trembling  they  bless,  praise  and 
sanctify  Your  majesty  unceasingly;  and  on  earth  You  were  willing 
to  be  praised  and  glorified  by  the  infants,  the  children,  the  young 
men  and  the  holy  and  innocent  disciples  with  their  hosannas.  Even 
now,  stretch  out  Your  almighty  hand,  which  is  full  of  mercy  and 
grace  and  bless(  +  Wour  flock  and  the  branches  that  are  set  before 
us  at  this  time  and  the  trees  from  which  they  were  cut  off.  Make 
them  a  blessing  to  their  recipients.  Make  us  worthy  today,  in  like 
manner  as  the  infants  and  the  disciples,  to  praise,  glorify  and  bless 
You  in  this  world,  and  in  the  new  world  to  be  the  partakers  of 
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Archdeacon:  Christ,  our  God,  Whom  the  heavens  cannot 
contain  and  Who  sat  humbly  on  a  colt  of  an  ass,  we  beseech 
You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  He,  Who  in  the  flesh,  roie  on  a  dumb  colt 
and  foretold  the  proclamation  of  His  dominion  over  the 
nations,  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  He,  Who  made  clear  the  tongues  of  stam¬ 
mering  infants  that  they  eloquently  offer  praise  against  their 
parents’  disbelief,  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  He,  Whom  the  Pharisees  persecuted  as  a 
deceiver  while  He  was  glorified  as  God  by  the  infants,  we  ask 
You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  He,  Who  from  the  tongues  of  immature 
youth,  established  complete  and  perfect  praise,  we  ask  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  He,  Who  is  worshipped  in  fear  and  trem¬ 
bling  by  the  heavenly  hosts;  and  was  magnified,  in  pure  love, 
by  the  young  and  by  infants,  we  ask  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  For  the  tranquility  and  the  peace  of  the 
whole  world,  for  the  preservation  of  our  fathers  the  pious  and 
blessed  Patriarchs,  Aboon  Mor  Ignatius...  and  Aboon  Mor..., 
and  our  Catholicos  Mor...  and  our  Metropolitan  Mor...,  with 
the  rest  of  all  the  Orthodox  bishops,  and  for  the  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  the  Saints  and  the  faithful 
departed,  we  ask  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Christ  our  God,  to  imi¬ 
tate  Your  humility  on  our 
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untying  the  colt?  And  they  answered  them  as  Jesus  had  ins¬ 
tructed  them;  and  they  consented.  And  they  brought  the  colt 
to  Jesus,  and  they  put  their  garments  on  it,  and  Jesus  rode  on 
it.  And  many  spread  their  garments  on  the  road;  and  others 
cut  down  branches  from  the  trees,  and  spread  them  on  the 
road.  And  those  who  were  in  front  of  Him  and  those  who  were 
behind  Him  were  crying  and  saying,  Hosanna!  Blessed  is  He 
Who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord;  and  blessed  is  kingdom 
of  our  father  David,  which  is  coming;  Hosanna  in  the  highest! 
And  Jesus  entered  Jerusalem,  and  went  into  the  temple;  and 
He  looked  upon  everything,  and  when  evening  came,  He  went 
out  to  Bethany  with  the  twelve.  And  the  next  day  when  they 
went  out  of  Bethany,  He  became  hungry.  And  He  saw  a  fig 
tree  in  the  distance  which  had  leaves  on  it.  So  He  came  to  it  to 
see  if  He  could  find  anything  on  it;  and  when  He  came  He 
found  nothing  on  it  except  leaves;  for  it  was  not  yet  time  for 
the  figs.  And  He  said  to  it,  From  now  and  forever  let  no  man 
eat  of  your  fruit.  And  His  disciples  heard  it.  And  they  came  to 
Jerusalem  and  Jesus  entered  into  the  temple  of  God,  and 
began  to  cast  out  those  who  were  buying  and  selling  in  the 
temple;  and  He  overturned  the  trays  of  the  moneychangers 
and  the  stands  of  those  who  sold  doves;  and  He  would  not 
allow  any  man  to  bring  goods  into  the  temple.  And  He  taught 
them,  saying,  Is  it  not  written,  My  house  shall  be  called  the 
house  of  prayer  for  all  the  peoples?  But  you  have  made  it  a 
bandits’  cave.  And  the  high  priests  and  the  scribes  heard  it, 
and  they  sought  how  to  do  away  with  Him;  For  they  were 
afraid  of  Him,  because  all  the  people  were  amazed  at  His 
teaching.  Peace  be  to  you  all. + 

The  Archdeacon  proclaims  the  following  Litany:  Let  us 
stand  in  modesty  and  diligence,  and  with  voices  that  are  plea¬ 
sing  unto  God,  respond  and  say:  People:  Kyrie  eleison. 
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be  grafted  in  their  place.  Well,  they  were  cut  off  because  of 
their  unbelief,  but  you  exist  by  faith.  Be  not  highminded,  but 
reverence  God.  For  if  God  did  not  spare  the  natural  branches, 
it  may  well  be  He  will  not  spare  you.  Consider  therefore  the 
goodness  and  severity  of  God:  on  those  who  fell,  severity;  but 
on  you,  goodness,  if  you  continue  in  His  goodness;  otherwise 
you  also  will  be  cut  off.  And  even  they,  if  they  do  not  abide  in 
their  unbelief,  will  be  grafted  in;  for  God  is  able  to  graft  them 
in  again.  For  if  you  have  been  cut  from  the  wild  olive  tree, 
which  is  natural  to  you,  and  grafted  contrary  to  your  nature  to 
become  a  good  olive  tree;  how  much  more  fruitful  would  they 
be,  if  they  were  grafted  into  their  natural  olive  tree?  Barekh- 
more. 

Hulolo 

Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  But  I  am  a  like  a  resplendent  olive 
in  the  house  of  God,  Halleluiah.  ( Psalm  52:8) 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  of  Saint  Mark  11:1-18 

When  He  came  near  to  Jerusalem,  towards  Bethphage 
and  Bethany  at  the  Mount  of  Olives,  He  sent  two  of  His  dis¬ 
ciples,  and  He  said  to  them,  Go  to  the  village  ahead  of  us;  and 
as  soon  as  you  enter  it,  you  will  find  a  colt  tied  up,  on  which 
no  man  of  the  sons  of  men  has  ever  ridden;  untie  it  and  bring 
it.  And  if  any  man  should  say  to  you,  Why  are  you  doing  this? 
say  to  him,  Our  Lord  needs  it;  and  immediately  he  will  send  it 
here.  So  they  went  and  found  the  colt  tied  by  the  door,  outside 
in  the  street,  and  as  they  were  untying  it,  some  of  the  men  who 
stood  there  said  to  them,  What  are  you  doing,  are  you 
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The  Prophets  in  front  of  Him  and  the  Apostles  behind 
Him,  the  infants  and  the  children  magnified  Him  with  their 
hosannas. 

Zoomoro  (Canticle) 

Blessed  is  He  Who  has  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
cried  out  the  infants  in  the  streets  of  Zion. 

Readings 
Genesis  49:8-12 
Zechariah  9:9-12 
Isaiah  51:9-11 
I  John  2:7-15 

Deacons:  I  heard  Paul,  the  blessed  Apostle  say... 

The  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  of  Saint  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Romans  11:13-24. 

My  brethren,  it  is  to  you  Gentiles  that  I  speak,  inasmuch  as  I 
am  the  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  and  perhaps  magnify  my  ministry; 
but  if  I  am  able  to  make  those  who  are  my  flesh  zealous,  I  may 
thus  save  some  of  them.  And  if  their  rejection  has  resulted  in 
reconciliation  of  the  world,  how  much  more  will  their  restoration 
be?  Indeed  it  will  be  life  from  the  dead.  For  if  the  first  fruit  is  holy, 
the  rest  of  the  lump  is  also  holy;  and  if  the  root  is  holy,  so  are  the 
branches.  And  if  some  of  the  branches  were  cut  off,  and  you  who 
are  a  branch  of  a  wild  olive  tree  have  been  grafted  in  their  place, 
and  you  have  become  a  partaker  of  the  root  and  fatness  of  the 
olive  tree,  do  not  boast  over  the  branches.  For  if  you  boast,  it  is 
not  you  who  sustains  the  root  but  the  root  sustains  you.  Perhaps 
you  may  say.  The  branches  were  cut  off  that  I  might 
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incense,  offered  to  You  by  us,  weak  and  sinners,  respond  in 
full  to  our  good  requests  and  protect,  O  Lord,  all  the  true 
faithful,  absolve  all  the  sinners  and  debtors,  and  grant  rest  to 
the  spirits  of  all  the  departed.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and 
thanksgiving  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit  now  and 
forever.  People:  Amen. 

Hoothomo 

Priest:  You  Who  are  the  expectation  of  the  righteous 

and  the  seal  of  the  words  of  the  just,  Who,  by  riding  on  a 
dumb  colt,  declared  Your  invitation  to  the  impure  Gentiles; 
Who,  by  treading  over  the  olive  and  palm  branches,  granted 
them  victory  over  the  passions  and  by  the  voices  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  who  foretold  of  you  saying,  Who  came  and  will  come  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  You  left  hope  of  our  resurrection  at 
Your  first  and  second  coming.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that,  with  the 
immortal  branches  of  the  spiritual  Paradise,  we  may  be 
worthy  to  celebrate  this  eternal  festival  with  the  congregation 
of  Your  Saints  and  to  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving  to  You  and 
to  Your  Father  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit. 

Supplication  of  Saint  Janies 

Holy,  holy,  holy,  O  Lord,  cried  out  the  infants,  holy  O 
Lord,  Who  rode  on  the  colt  and  entered  Jerusalem. 

Praise  Him,  Praise  Him,  offer  praise  to  the  Son  of  God. 
He  appointed  you  for  His  praise,  Why  are  you  indolent  from 
declaring  His  glory? 

Our  Lord  prepared  the  way  for  Himself  to  walk  in  the 
world  with  meekness  which  pleased  Him  most.  He  despised 
and  rejected  the  decorated  chariots  of  the  nobility  and  he  rode 
on  a  colt  to  visit  the  nations  in  His  humility.  The  young  paid 
the  debt  owed  by  the  elders  of  the  people  and  there  the  accep¬ 
table  praise  was  established.  The  innocent  ones  cried  out: 
Blessed  is  He  Who  has  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
King’s  way  was  resounding  with  great  glory. 
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exaltation  to  the  Churches,  sustenance  to  the  monasteries, 
tranquility  to  the  kings  and  presidents,  obedience  to  the  sol¬ 
diers,  forgiveness  to  the  sinners,  conversion  to  those  who  are 
astray,  peace  and  harmony  to  the  wrathful,  good  hope  to  all 
the  faithful,  absolution  to  the  departed;  and,  together  with 
them,  make  us  worthy  to  stand  blamelessly  in  the  glory  of 
Your  Majesty  and  that  of  Your  Father  and  of  Your  Holy 
Spirit  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

The  elders  said  to  the  children;  Take  stones  and  go  out  to 
meet  the  One  Who  is  coming  to  enter  Jerusalem.  They  took 
the  stones  and  went  out  to  meet  Him,  but  when  they  saw  Him 
coming  down  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  they  threw  away  the 
stones  from  their  hands  and  carried  olive  branches  instead, 
and  cried  out:  Come,  King  of  Israel,  Halleluiah,  blessed  be 
Your  coming. 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

This  is  the  heavenly  Bridegroom,  cries  out  the  Church; 
the  Son  of  David  and  the  Lord  of  David  Who  rode  on  a  dumb 
colt.  The  company  of  the  Prophets  walk  before  Him,  and  the 
multitude  of  the  Disciples  follow  Him  and  the  children,  with 
olive  branches,  shout;  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David!  Blessed  is 
He  Who  came  and  redeemed  us,  Halleluiah,  Hosanna  in  the 
highest! 

Etro 

Priest:  Open,  O  Lord,  the  everlasting  gates  of  Your  highest 

heavens,  and  the  glorious  shrines  of  Your  eternal  mercies  that  the 
sweet  savor  of  our  congregation  may  ascend  unto  the  ranks  of  the 
fiery  hosts  on  this  festival  which  makes  heaven  and  earth  glad  and  all 
the  faithful  who  celebrate  this  redemptive  festival.  By  this 
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and  Benevolent,  Who,  by  His  redemptive  dispensation,  drove 
away  the  darkness  of  idolatry.  (J)  Hosanna  to  the  Infinite  Sea 
of  Help  Who  put  speech  of  praise  in  the  mouths  of  infants.  (K) 
Hosanna  to  the  Just  and  Righteous,  Who,  of  His  own  free 
will,  humbly  deprived  Himself,  while  He  never  ceased  to  be 
God  above  all.  (L)  Hosanna  to  the  Haven  of  True  Life,  Who 
delivered  our  race  from  the  corruption  of  sin.  (M)  Hosanna  to 
the  Merciful  and  Full  of  Grace  and  Truth,  Who  established 
His  glory  in  the  young  men  and  infants.  (N)  Hosanna  to  the 
Consuming  Immaterial  Fire,  Who  enkindled  His  loved  ones  by 
His  flame.  (( })  Hosanna  to  Him,  Who  is  the  hope  of  the  whole 
world,  Whose  coming  was  preached  by  the  prophets.  (P) 
Hosanna  to  the  Maker  and  Creator  of  all  that  breathes,  Who 
made  for  Himself  new  glorifiers  out  of  the  infants  and  chil¬ 
dren.  (Q)  Hosanna  to  the  Savior,  Who  redeemed  the  world  by 
His  dispensation.  (R)  Hosanna  to  the  Perfect  Image  of  the 
Perfect  Father,  Who,  of  His  own  will,  humbled  Himself  to 
exalt  us  to  the  heights  of  His  greatness.  (S)  Hosanna  to  the 
One  Who  is  holy  by  His  nature,  to  Whom  the  infants  cried 
out:  Blessed  is  He  who  came  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  (T) 
Hosanna  to  the  Great  One,  Who  became  small  to  make  us 
great  by  His  providence,  while  His  own  greatness  never  dimi¬ 
nished.  (U)  Hosanna  to  Him,  Who  forgives  the  sins  of  the 
offenders,  Who  forgave  the  sins  of  our  race  by  His  compas¬ 
sion.  (\  )  Hosanna  to  the  Glory  and  the  Image  of  the  invisible 
Father",  Whose  glory  was  miraculously  sung  by  the  infants. 
Therefore,  we  ask  You,  Christ  our  God,  to  accept  from 
us  the  praise  of  our  mouths,  as  You  accepted  the  praise  of  the 
infants  and  children.  Grant  the  word  of  wisdom  to  the 
hierarchy,  virtue  to  the  priests,  purity  to  the  deacons, 
modesty  to  the  subdeacons,  perserverance  to  the  monks, 
loving-kindness  to  the  rich,  abundant  provisions  to  the  poor, 


%  ♦ 


126 


llbj  <S©  U^k^&O  V 

^Ck_c*»bo  r*'"^  oK  o  .U-Cv^^o  v»csj  cfcs- 

Kfc^.  .cOJlT  •£ 

l«bs*  'Kk.ics  %  si-cfe. ii=/ 'vie,  Uii Ul, 
;*tv<  l.L/  ^■'^v‘  )cf>*  :'■&/  U-g 

U^Lc,/,  U-Ui,  Y,]^  Iwb. ,  btfu 

%  •tsi.C  l^fo  h^f 

;1  >  ^  f  \dkX^  U*7> ifrO  CsQ)  \^uif  \s±jLo/y  W*n£> 

o  )^s^‘,o/  ^^Lllf  s?»^U/ j 

l&»£»  b^1,V  t&*, 

\bwifct  U\k.o  /j:  ^>>>p»/  bl«Io^ 

^p\£g^v&V*J;  )t/;  1 

/  9  cfl  k^s.  b\>fc  ©  /  ♦  ^^6**  f 

^obul^L Ul-^  ULiwft  / : ^  ;;  \%c&»  QlS&  \i<^9  ^k«T 
*twlU\Vfck£o/-**  l^j^Jt.  IL^.  ©fes.  l^js^lbs^B 

\^d)^tt>U  y  cfe^b^o/^cOf  ifcs.  cSV2cioia=» 

►  L. o /-o .’.  bl/^ba^&i  o^ 

U^L  c>  /  - 1  ,  Vb&JhL  >oaS  cK 

Vi/yV  bijLo/^.v  .Ul^so/j  CO^s.C^  cAASCkV^  \S)% 
llVilo/  ^r.V  o  .coL^s. 

caoLaik^niaa^  L=x^S. 


when  Jacob,  the  head  of  the  tribes  and  the  third  among  the 
Patriarchs,  prophesied  in  advance:  The  scepter  shall  not 
depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law  giver  from  between  his  feet, 
until  the  coming  of  the  One  to  Whom  the  kingdom  belongs,  to 
Whom  the  Gentiles  shall  look  forward,  and  He  will  tie  His  colt 
to  a  vine  and  His  ass  to  a  vine  shoot.1  Zechariah  the  prophet 
foresaw  this  holy  festival  of  hosannas  by  his  preaching  to 
Zion,  the  Holy  Church  of  God,  saying:  Behold,  your  King 
comes  to  you,  He  is  righteous  and  a  Savior,  lowly  and  riding 
upon  an  ass,  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass.2  David,  the  divine 
prophet,  sang  in  prophecy  about  this  holy  festival  of  hosannas 
saying:  Out  of  the  mouth  of  the  young  men  and  infants,  glory 
for  the  Lord  was  established.3  Isaiah,  the  illustrious  among  the 
prophets,  preached  in  anticipation  about  this  holy  festival  of 
hosannas,  saying:  Awake,  awake,  O  Jerusalem,  put  on 
strength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord.4  Therefore,  with  spiritual  rejoi¬ 
cing,  we  celebrate  and  honor  this  feast  w'taeh  invites  glories, 
saying:  (\)  Hosanna!  Glory  to  the  Eternal  Word  of  the 
Eternal  Father  Who  came  to  redeem  the  world  from  the 
dominion  of  sin.  (B)  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David  and  the 
Lord  of  David,  blessed  is  He  Who  came  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  cried  out  the  children.  (  )  Hosanna  to  Him  Who  is 
invisible  in  His  great  majesty,  Who  chose  a  dumb  colt  to  n  ;e 
on.  (L  )  Hosanna  to  Him  Who,  by  His  grace,  humbled  himself 
that  He  might  be  glorified  by  the  infants,  and  thus  He  exalted 
our  fallen  race  by  His  meekness.  (t  )  Hosanna  to  Him  Who 
humbled  Himself  so  greatly  as  to  ride  on  a  colt.  (>  )  Hosanna 
to  the  Haven  of  life,  Who  established  His  glory  in  the  mouths 
of  the  children.  (G)  Hosanna  to  the  Righteous  and  the  Victo¬ 
rious,  Who,  by  His  meekness,  conquered  the  arrogance  of  the 
adversary.  ('  )  Hosanna  to  the  Compassionate,  Who  glad¬ 
dened  His  Church  by  His  holy  and  sacred  festivals.  (I) 
Hosanna  to  the  Good 


Genesis  49: 10 
Zechariah  9:9 
Psalm  8:2 
Isaiah  5 1 :9 
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Priest:  Glory  be. to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Maze’qonootho 

Rejoice  and  be  exceedingly  happy,  O  Jerusalem!  Leap  for 
joy  and  celebrate  the  feast  unceasingly,  O  you,  who  love  Zion, 
for  Christ,  who  reigns  over  all  the  nations,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  is 
coming  riding  on  a  colt  to  destroy  the  arrogance  of  the  adver¬ 
sary;  to  Him  we  cry:  Bless  the  Lord  God  all  the  servants  of  the 

Lord,  exalt  Him,  praise  Him  and  bless  Him  forever  and  ever. 

» 

Priest:  Stomen  Kalos,  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  most  sublime  and  exalted  in  His 

nature,  Whom  the  seraphim  in  the  highest  magnify;  to  the 
Blessed  One  Whom  the  cherubim  bless  with  fear,  and  the 
children  joyfully  extol  Him,  to  the  glorious  One  Whose  praise 
the  angels  chant;  and  by  innocent  children  He  was  praised  in 
the  streets  of  Zion,  as  it  pleased  Him.  To  Him  be  glory  and 
honor  with  His  Father  and  His  Holy  Spirit  now  and  forever. 

Deacojis:  Amen. 

Sedro 

O  God,  Who  is  exalted  in  the  might  of  His  Glory,  and 
great  is  the  depth  of  His  dispensation,  Who  is  good  in  His 
nature  and  compassionate  in  His  loving-kindness,  Who  came 
to  His  own  to  return  His  creation  to  the  devotion  of  His 
worship;  Who,  before  His  redemptive  passion,  asked  for  a 
dumb  colt  to  ride  on  which  typified  us,  a  nation  from 
the  Gentiles  who  were  redeemed  from  the  deception  of 
the  evil  spirits;  He,  Whose  holy  festival  was  prefigured 
by  the  holy  prophets  at  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
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From  the  Mount  of  Olives  to  Jerusalem,  children  and 
infants  were  approaching  and  praising  with  hosanna,  have 
mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

The  old,  the  young,  the  children  and  the  infants  praise  the 
Son  Who  redeemed  us  by  His  meekness,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
O  God. 

Quqaliun  (Fourth  Tune) 

O  Lord,  our  God,  how  excellent  is  Your  name  in  all  the 
earth,  Halleluiah,  You  have  set  Your  glory  upon  the  heavens. 
Out  of  the  mouth  of  young  men  and  children  You  have  esta¬ 
blished  Your  glory,  Halleluiah,  that  You  might  destroy  the 
enemy  and  the  avenger.  ( Psalm  8:1-2) 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Maze’qonootho 

Ascend  and  go  up  on  the  top  of  the  high  mountains,  O 
you,  who  preach  tranquility  to  Zion  and  proclaim  peace  to 
Jerusalem.  Raise  your  voice  with  might  and  cry  out,  saying: 
Great  things  have  been  spoken  of  you,  for  you  are  the  City  of 
God.  May  Israel  have  tranquility  and  may  peace  and  salvation 
be  on  the  Daughter  of  the  Gentiles. 

Prayer 

Priest:  O  most  skilled  Fashioner,  at  Whose  command 
infants  were  formed  in  their  mothers’  wombs  and  at  Whose 
powerful  word  their  tongues  were  fashioned  to  praise  before 
Him:  Hosanna!  Imprint,  O  Lord,  Your  coming  before  our 
eyes,  and  impress  upon  our  minds  Your  glory  and  engrave  our 
songs  for  Your  praise  and  the  exaltation  of  Your  greatness 
now  and  forever. 

Quqaliun  (Fourth  Tune) 

O  Jerusalem,  praise  the  Lord,  Halleluiah,  O  Zion,  praise 
Your  God.  ( Psalm  147:12) 


Or  they  shall  say  the  following  hymn  in  the  tune:  Toobo 
Lialoode. 

Let  us  praise  and  worship  Emmanuel  Who  humbled 
Himself  and  rode  on  a  colt  through  His  meekness.  The  multi¬ 
tudes  went  out  to  meet  Him  with  olive  branches  praising  with 
joyful  shouts  saying:  Hosanna  in  the  highest!  Hosanna  to  the 
Son  of  David!  Blessed  is  He  Who  came  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

O  Church,  sing  praise  and  cry  out,  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of 
God,  and  rejoice  on  the  day  of  His  festival.  Offer  thanksgiving 
to  His  meekness,  for  He  came  and  delivered  you  by  His  Cross 
and  will  come  again  to  exalt  you.  Hosanna  in  the  highest! 
Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David!  Blessed  is  He  Who  came  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

Standing  before  the  sanctuary,  the  priest  starts  the  service 
of  the  blessing  of  the  branches. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  that,  with  the 

garments  of  glory,  with  keen  intellects  and  with  pure  and  holy 
thoughts,  we  may  come  out  to  meet  You  on  this  day  of  Your 
entry  into  Jerusalem,  and  with  the  branches  of  praise  cry  out 
and  say:  Blessed  is  He  Who  came  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Hosanna  in  the  highest!  They  shall  say  Psalm  51. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Aemo  Dkhitho 

He  Whom,  with  olive  and  palm  branches,  the  chidren  and 
the  youth  praised  with  hosanna,  have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God. 

He  Whom  children  and  infants  praised  with  their  stam¬ 
mering  speech,  when  He  entered  into  Jerusalem,  have  mercy 
upon  us,  O  God. 

He  Whom  the  cherubim  carry  with  fear,  was  carried  on  a 
colt,  when  He  entered  into  Jerusalem,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
O  God. 


.1  U'LVo 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  BLESSING  OF  OLIVE  AND  PALM 


BRANCHES  CONDUCTED  ON  PALM  SUNDAY 

At  the  close  of  the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
during  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  the  clergy  and 
the  deacons,  dressed  in  their  vestments,  carrying  the  olive  and 
palm  branches,  the  cross,  the  Gospel,  the  censer,  the  fans  and 
the  lit  candles,  shall  move  in  procession  starting  from  the  nor¬ 
thern  door  of  the  sanctuary  and  ending  at  the  southern  door. 

t 

During  the  procession,  they  shall  sing  the  follwing  hymn: 

Sugytho 

Tune:  Man  Den  Asqan 

O  that  I  might  climb  the  high  mountains  of  Jerusalem  to 
behold  the  Son  of  God,  the  Word  Incarnate,  riding  on  a  dumb 
colt  and  entering  into  Jerusalem.  He  was  preceded  by  the 
company  of  the  Prophets  and  followed  by  the  multitudes  of 
the  Disciples,  and  the  children,  carrying  olive  branches,  were 
praising  and  saying:  Hosanna  in  the  highest  and  on  earth! 
Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David!  Blessed  is  He  Who  came  and 
will  come  in  the  glorious  name  of  His  Father;  praise  be  to  You. 
O  Lord  of  all. 


They  turn  to  the  North. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  was  crucified  for  us, 
have  mercy  upon  us. 


They  turn  to  the  South. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 
Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity 
on  His  sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 


Here  they  shall  say  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  The  priest  con¬ 
cludes  the  service  by  preaching  on  the  redemptive  Cross  and 
the  serpent  of  brass. 


Fethghomo 

You  have  also  given  me  the  shield  of  Your  salvation,  and 
Your  right  hand  shall  hold  me  up  and  Your  discipline  shall 
educate  me.  (Psalm  18:35) 

Maze’qonootho 

Priest:  In  Mid-Lent,  our  Savior  set  for  us  the  sign  of  life 
by  which  we  may  conquer  the  evil  one  and  his  power  and  gain 
spiritual  life. 

Both  choirs  shall  say:  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech 
You,  O  Most  Compassionate  Lord,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  priest,  who  holds  the  cross  high,  shall  turn  to  the  East 
and  say:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  was  crucified  for  us, 
have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  children  of  the 
faithful  Church  entreat  saying:  O  Christ,  Who  was  crucified 
for  us,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
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Mid-Lent 


and  destroyed  Pharaoh  and  the  Amalekites.  Protect  us,  O 
Lord,  under  the  arms  of  Your  Cross  and  as  You  granted  the 
request  of  Abgar  Ukomo,  likewise,  our  Lord,  be  pleased  with 
the  fast  and  prayer  of  your  weak  and  sinful  servants  and  heal 
our  wounds  by  Your  Cross  and  forgive  our  debts  and  sins  by 
Your  loving-kindness,  our  Lord  and  our  God,  now  and 
forever. 

They  shall  say  the  following  psalmody: 

Fethghomo 

But  You  have  saved  us  from  who  hate  us,  and'have  put  to 
shame  our  enemies.  (Psalm  44:7). 

Maze’qonootho 

Priest:  Because  of  the  weakness  of  our  human  race  to 

fight  and  stand  against  evil,  along  with  fasting,  the  Lord 
generously  gave  us  as  well  the  living  Cross. 

Both  choirs  shall  say:  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech 
You,  O  Most  Compassionate  Lord,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  priest,  turning  to  the  South,  shall  say  the  following 
prayer:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Prayer 

O  Christ,  our  God,  Who  was  prefigured  and  typified  by 
the  serpent  of  brass,  we  pray  and  beseech  You  to  put  away 
from  us  the  deadly  bitterness  of  sin.  Heal  our  souls  and  bodies 
from  the  stings  of  Satan,  even  as  those  who  looked  at  the  ser¬ 
pent  of  brass  and  were  healed,  in  like  manner,  O  Lord,  heal 
our  sickness  and  infirmities  because  our  minds  are  fixed  on 
Your  Cross,  our  eyes  are  lifted  up  to  You,  our  hope  and  trust 
are  in  You  always.  You  we  acknowledge  as  the  Redeemer  and 
Deliverer  of  our  life,  and  to  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgi¬ 
ving  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 
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Mid-Lent 


Both  choirs  shall  say:  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech 
You,  O  Compassionate  Lord,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  priest ,  turning  to  the  West  shall  say  the  following 
prayer:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Prayer 

Make  us  worthy,  O  Christ  our  God,  as  we  become  free 
from  all  manners  of  pride  and  arrogance,  to  perform  vir¬ 
tuously  the  commemoration  of  Your  Holy  Mysteries  which 
were  forshadowed  by  Your  holy  prophets.  Imprint,  we  pray, 
the  sign  of  Your  life-giving  Cross  on  our  hearts,  so  when  our 
minds  are  seasoned  with  its  sight  and  our  thoughts  sanctified 
by  its  adoration,  the  hosts  of  wickedness  shall  flee  from  us.  By 
the  same  sign  of  the  Cross  make  us,  we  beseech,  powerful  and 
mighty  against  the  spirits  of  falsehood.  To  You,  O  Lord,  we 
offer  praise  and  exaltation  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy 
Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

They  Shall  say  the  following  psalmody: 

Fethghomo 

Look  towards  Him  and  trust  in  Him,  and  You  shall  not 
be  disappointed.  Psalm  34:5. 

Maze’qonootho 

Priest:  How  wonderful  and  miraculous  is  our  Lord’s 

dispensation,  for  in  Mid-Lent  He  lifted  up,  for  us,  the  sign  of 
His  living  Cross. 

Both  choirs  shall  say:  On  account  of  this,  we  beseech 
You,  O  Most  Compassionate  Lord,  saying:  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  priest,  turning  to  the  North,  shall  say  the  following 
prayer:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Prayer 

O  God,  Who  was  prefigured  by  the  prophets  of  ancient  times, 
and  Whose  Cross  Moses  typified  by  the  brass  serpent  which  was 
lifted  up  in  the  midst  of  the  camp,  and  when  You  were  lifted  upon 
the  Cross,  You  drew  the  whole  creation  to  Your  worship 
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Emmanuel,  Who  is  God,  was  lifted  upon  the  Cross.  The 
Son  of  God  Almighty  bent  His  head  and  died.  He  let  go  only 
His  spirit  on  the  Cross,  whereas  His  divinity  never  departed 
from  His  body.  He  left  only  His  human  life  behind,  but  never 
His  eternal  life.  Let  the  Jews  who  crucified  the  Most  High,  be 
girdled  with  everlasting  mourning,  Halleluiah,  woe  to  them 
forever. 

The  priest,  facing  the  East  and  holding  the  cross  high  in 
his  hands,  shall  say  the  following:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Prayer 

By  You,  O  Christ  our  God,  the  mystery  of  the  staff  of 
Moses,  the  head  of  the  prophets,  was  prefigured;  for,  when 
lifted  up  in  the  midst  of  the  Israelites  camp,  it  foreshadowed 
the  sign  of  Your  redemptive  Cross.  And  now,  in  Holy  Mid- 
Lent,  Your  Holy  Church  adores  Your  life-giving  Cross.  For 
the  preservation  of  her  children,  for  the  blessing  of  the  year; 
and  for  the  abundance  of  fruits  and  their  preservation  from  all 
kinds  of  injury  and  damage  and  for  their  protection  from 
blight  and  sultry  winds.  To  You  we  offer  thanksgiving  and 
praise  with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
forever. 

The  deacons  shall  say  the  following  psalmody: 

Fethghomo 

Through  You  will  we  pierce  our  enemies;  through  Your 
name  will  we  tread  them  under  that  hate  us.  (Psalm  44:5). 

Maze’qonootho 

Priest:  Whoever  looked  at  the  brass  serpent  with  faith  was 
healed  of  all  manner  of  sickness;  and  whoever  looks  upon  the 
Cross  shall  be  healed  from  all  his  sickness. 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  ADORATION  AND  EXALTATION 

OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS 
CONDUCTED  ON  MID-LENT 


Mid-Lent  always  falls  on  a  Wednesday.  Befor.e  the  eve¬ 
ning  prayers  of  the  previous  day,  the  priest  puts  a  cross  on  a 
special  stand  in  the  middle  of  the  chancel.  This  same  cross 
should  be  used  for  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Day  services.  The 
cross  on  the  stand  signifies  the  serpent  of  brass  which  Moses 
placed  on  a  pole  for  the  healing  of  the  people:  And  the  Lord 
said  to  Moses,  Make  a  fiery  serpent  of  brass,  and  set  it  upon  a 
pole;  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  one  who  is  bitten  by  a 
serpent,  when  he  looks  upon  it,  shall  live.  (Numbers  21:8)  In 
the  New  Testament,  it  represents  our  Lord  Who  was  lifted 
upon  the  Cross  for  the  salvation  of  the  world:  Just  as  Moses 
lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  so  the  Son  of  man  is 
ready  to  be  lifted  up;  so  that  every  man  who  believes  in  Him 
should  not  parish,  but  have  eternal  life.  (John  3:14  &  15)  At 
the  close  of  the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  during  the 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  the  priest  carries  the  cross 
while  the  other  clergy  and  deacons  carry  the  Gospel,  the 
censer,  the  fans  and  the  lit  candles.  They  start  the  procession 
from  the  northern  door  of  the  chancel  and  return  to  the 
southern  door.  During  the  procession,  they  shall  chant  the 
following  hymn: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Quqoyo 

Queen  Helen  went  from  Rome,  the  capital1’  to  Jerusalem 
to  worship  the  Cross.  She  took  hold  of  all  the  Jews  and  said  to 
them:  Come  and  show  me  the  place  of  the  Cross.  They  ans¬ 
wered  her,  saying:  We  have  a  teacher,  if  you  take  hold  of  him 
he  will  show  you  the  place  where  the  wood  of  the  Cross  is 
hidden,  Halleluiah. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 


1  —  When  Emperor  Constantine  established  his  residence  in  Constantinople,  he 
referred  to  the  new  seat  of  the  Empire  as  the  second  Rome. 
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Reconcilliation 


The  priest  shall  pray  for  the  entire  congregation/ saying: 


Final  Benediction 


May  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  this  Holy  Lent  be 
blessed,  and  may  God  help  and  assist  you  all  to  observe  it  to 
the  end  according  to  His  will.  May  he  break  the  snares  of  the 
visible  and  invisible  enemies,  of  Satan  who  is  the  adversary  of 
the  faithful  Christians,  and  deliver  you  from  his  temptations 
as  our  Lord  Jesus  defeated  him  at  the  end  of  His  Fast,  saying 
to  him:  Be  gone,  Satan,  behind  me.  Through  the  prayers  of 
Mary,  the  Mother  of  God,  and  of  all  the  Saints,  may  you  be 
preserved  and  supported  by  the  power  of  the  victorious  Cross. 
Amen. 


Then  they  shall  say  the  Nicene  Creed ,  to  be  followed  by 
the  service  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  and  the  service  of  the 
Saints. 


At  the  conclusion  of  these  two  services,  the  priests,  the 
deacons  and  the  congregation  present  shall  ask  pardon  and 
give  peace  to  one  another,  as  true  spiritual  brothers  and 
sisters. 


brethren  and  beloved  ones,  forgive  me  whatever  I  have  sinned 
against  you,  for  the  sake  of  Christ.  In  spiritual  concord,  in 
paternal  love  and  as  a  watchful  pastor,  with  my  face  to  the 
floor,  I  exhort  you  to  forgive  one  another. 

The  clergy  and  the  congegration,  kneeling  down ,  shall 
say:  Barekhmore,  we  ask  forgiveness. 

Again ,  the  priest  shall  say:  I  pray  and  beseech  your  true 
love,  O  brethren  and  beloved  ones,  let  us  be  reconciled  to  one 
another  that  God  may  be  reconciled  to  us. 

Here  the  priest  kneels  down  saying:  For  the  glory  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  I  lay  my  face  on  the  floor  before  you. 

They  kneel  down  and  answer:  Barekhmore,  we  ask  for¬ 
giveness. 

The  priest  kneels  for  the  third  time ,  saying:  In  your  pre¬ 
sence,  with  a  contrite  heart  and  a  perfect  conscience,  I  cry  out 
with  a  loud  voice,  beseeching  your  love,  saying:  Come  my 
beloved  brethren,  let  us  be  reconciled  to  one  another  and 
pardon  the  transgressions  and  faults  that  we  all  have  com¬ 
mitted  against  one  another  that  God  may  be  reconciled  to  us 
and  forgive  us  our  debts  and  sins  as  He  said:  For  if  you  forgive 
the  debts  and  faults  of  one  another,  you  will  also  be  forgiven. 

Here  he  kneels  down  and  says:  May  the  Lord  God  be  the 
Forgiver  and  Absolver  of  our  sins  and  yours. 

They  kneel  down  and  answer:  Barekhmore,  we  ask  for¬ 


giveness. 
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Reconcilliation 


HYMN 

Tune:  Btar’okh  Moran 

On  Your  door,  O  Lord,  do  I  knock;  from  Your  treasury  I  ask 
for  mercies;  I,  a  constant  sinner,  have  turned  aside  from  Your  way. 
Grant  me  to  confess  and  renounce  my  sin  and  to  live  by  Your  grace. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Father  and  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  to  us  a  fortress  of  refuge 
and  a  high  wall  of  defense  from  the  evil  one  and  his  hosts  that  fight 
against  us.  On  that  day  when  the  good  shall  be  separated  from  the 
wicked,  shelter  us  under  the  wings  of  Your  mercy. 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity... 

May  the  voice  of  our  prayer  be  a  key  to  open  the  gates  of 
heaven,  and  may  the  archangels  in  their  heavenly  order  say,  How 
sweet  is  the  voice  of  the  mortals  that  the  Lord  quickly  answers  their 
requests. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

We  cry  to  You,  O  Lord,  our  Lord.  Come  to  our  help.  Hear  our 
supplication  and  show  mercy  to  our  souls. 

I  crave  for  Your  forgiveness  to  approach  me;  grant  me  tears  to 
beseech  Your  mercies  while  there  is  room  for  repentance;  I  thirst  for 
Your  mercies,  without  which  I  cannot  survive;  O  Sea  of  Mercies, 
Sprinkle  me  with  the  abundance  of  Your  kindness. 

I  spent  my  time  in  the  worhship  of  vanity;  accept  me  on  the  eve 
of  life  and  make  me  one  of  Your  own;  the  king  of  deception  hurled 
his  arrows,  like  rain,  to  destroy  me;  O  Commander,  anoint  me  with 
Your  medicine  and  I  shall  be  healed  by  it. 

Hear  me,  O  God,  hear  me,  O  God,  and  have  mercy  upon  us, 
and  turn  the  hearts  of  men  unto  repentance. 

Then  they  shall  say:  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  do  not  close  the 
door  of  Your  mercies  in  our  faces.  We  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  that 
we  are  sinners;  have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord,  Your  love  brought  You 
from  on  high  to  us  that  through  Your  death,  our'mortality  might  be 
swallowed  up;  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  shall  continue,  saying:  Holy  are  You,  O  God... 

Then  they  shall  say  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

The  priest  preaches  on  love,  repentance  and  pardon.  He 
then  asks  pardon  of  all  those  who  are  present  in  the  Church.  He 
prostrates  himself  three  times  and  begs  pardon.  They,  in 
turn,  kneel  down  and  ask  forgiveness.  Kneeling  down  with  his  face 
touching  the  floor  of  the  sanctuary,  the  priest  shall  say:  My 
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Reconciliation 


my  brother  is  at  fault  with  me,  how  many  times  should  I  for¬ 
give  him?  Up  to  seven  times?  Jesus  said  to  him,  I  do  not  say  to 
you  up  to  seven  times,  but  up  to  seventy  times  seven.  There¬ 
fore  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  to  a  king  who  wanted  to 
take  an  accounting  from  his  servants.  And  when  he  began  to 
take  the  accounting,  they  brought  to  him  one  who  owed  ten 
thousand  talents.  And  as  he  could  not  pay,  his  lord  com¬ 
manded  him  to  be  sold,  together  with  his  wife  and  children 
and  all  that  he  had,  so  that  he  could  pay.  The  servant  then  fell 
down,  prostrated  himself  and  said,  My  Lord,  have  patience 
with  me  and  I  will  pay  you  everything.  Then  the  master  of  that 
servant  had  pity,  so  he  released  him  and  cancelled  his  debt. 
But  that  servant  went  out,  and  found  one  of  his  fellow  ser¬ 
vants,  who  owed  him  a  hundred  pennies;  and  he  seized  him 
and  tried  to  choke  him,  saying  to  him,  Give  me  what  you  owe 
me.  So  his  fellow  servant  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  begged 
him,  saying,  Have  patience  with  me  and  I  will  pay  you.  But  he 
was  not  willing;  and  he  went  and  had  him  put  into  prison  until 
he  should  pay  him  what  he  owed  him.  When  their  fellow  ser¬ 
vants  saw  what  had  happened,  they  were  sorry,  and  came  and 
informed  their  master  of  everything  that  had  happened.  Then 
his  master  called  him  and  said  to  him,  O  wicked  servant,  I 
cancelled  all  your  debt  because  you  begged  me.  Was  it  not 
right  for  you  to  have  mercy  on  your  fellow  servant,  just  as  I 
had  mercy  on  you?  So  his  master  was  angry,  and  delivered  him 
to  the  scourgers  until  he  should  pay  everything  he  owed  him. 
So  will  My  Father  in  heaven  do  to  you,  if  you  do  not  forgive 
each  man  his  brother’s  fault  from  your  hearts.  Peace  be  to  all 
of  you.  + 
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Reconcilliation 


Readings  from  the  New  Testament 
I  Corinthians  13:4-10 

Reader:  My  brethren,  love  is  long-suffering  and  kind; 
love  does  not  envy;  love  does  not  make  a  vain  display  of  itself 
and  does  not  boast,  does  not  behave  itself  in  an  unseemly  way, 
seeks  not  its  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinks  no  evil; 
rejoices  not  over  iniquity,  but  rejoices  in  the  truth;  bears  all 
things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all  things. 
Love  never  fails;  but  whether  there  be  prophecies,  they  shall 
fail;  whether  there  be  tongues,  they  shall  cease;  whether  there 
be  knowledge,  it  shall  vanish  away.  For  we  know  in  part  and 
we  prophesy  in  part.  But  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come, 
then  that  which  is  imperfect  shall  come  to  an  end.  Barekh- 
more. 

The  deacons  shall  say  the  hulolo:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah 
and  Halleluiah. 

Fetghomo  (Verse) 

Deacons:  Blessed  is  he  whose  transgression  is  forgiven 
and  whose  sins  are  blotted  out.  (Psalm  32:1). 

Saint  Matthew  18:18-35 

Priest:  Truly  I  say  to  you,  whatever  you  bind  on  earth 

will  be  bound  in  heaven,  and  whatever  you  release  on  earth 
will  be  released  in  heaven.  Again  I  say  to  you  that  if  two  of 
you  are  agreed  on  earth  about  anything  that  they  should  ask, 
it  will  be  done  for  them  by  My  Father  in  heaven.  For  whe¬ 
rever  two  or  three  are  gathered  in  My  Name,  I  am  there  among 
them.  Then  Peter  came  up  and  said  to  Him,  My  Lord,  if 


Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity... 

The  Son  of  God  commands  us,  if  your  brother  offends 
you,  bear  no  enmity  against  him.  Remember  that  you  too  have 
your  faults.  And  just  like  him,  you  are  in  need  of  forgiveness. 
Go,  therefore,  be  reconciled  with  your  brother  and  be  his 
friend,  that  both  of  you  may  cry,  saying:  Glory  to  You,  O 
lord,  Halleluiah,  day  and  night. 

Deacons:  O  merciful  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help 
us. 

Etro 

Priest:  Make,  O  Lord,  our  hearts  habitations  of  tran¬ 

quility,  and  our  minds  havens  of  peace.  Implant  in  our  souls 
the  seeds  of  true  love  for  You  and  for  one  another.  Impress  in 
us  Your  love  with  unity,  concord  and  worship  so  that,  with 
modesty,  we  may  give  peace  to  one  another  and  receive  it  with 
sincerity.  May  our  deeds  be  pleasing  unto  Your  will,  like  a 
chosen  incense,  a  pleasant  savor  and  a  reconciling  censer;  for 
You,  Who  delights  all  in  His  peace  and  gladdens  all  in  His 
tranquility.  To  You  be  glory  and  honor  and  to  Your  Father 
and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

Deacons:  We  cry  to  You,  O  Lord,  our  Lord,  come  to  our 
help.  Hear  our  supplication  and  show  mercy  to  our  souls. 

O  you,  who  are  wrathful,  be  always  Ggilant  and  strive  for 
reconciliation.  For  the  Lord  reconciled  us^His  love;  even  when 
we  had  provoked  Him  to  anger.  Let  no  one  say  that  so  and  so 
has  done  me  wrong,  lei  him  come  to  me  first;  I  am  greater  than 
him;  therefore  I  consider  it  an  insult  to  be  reconciled  to  him. 

Glory  to  the  Father,  Who  is  the  tranquility  of  all  the 
wrathful.  Adoration  to  the  Son,  Who  has  reconciled  the  world 
by  His  Crucifixion.  Thanksgiving  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  Who 
forgives  the  debts  of  all  the  repentants.  May  we  attain  mercy  at 
all  times  and  forever. 

O  Lord,  Who  hears  all  those  who  call  upon  Him.  Hear 
our  supplication  and  show  mercy  to  our  souls. 


lead  her  congregations  and  make  glad  her  children.  In  tran¬ 
quility,  keep  those  who  are  near  her,  and  in  peace,  purify  her 
deacons.  In  tranquility,  unite  her  leaders.  In  peace,  regulate 
her  ranks.  In  tranquility,  let  her  feasts  continue.  In  peace, 
reconcile  the  wrathful.  In  tranquility,  unite  those  are  divided. 
In  peace,  fill  with  happiness  those  of  bitter  souls.  In  tranqui¬ 
lity,  keep  Your  flock.  In  peace,  settle  doubting  minds.  In 
tranquility,  purify  our  thoughts.  In  peace,  deliver  us  from  the 
merciless  rulers,  and  in  tranquility,  adorn  us  in  all  Your  festi¬ 
vals.  In  peace,  accept  our  fasting  and  prayers.  In  tranquility, 
grant  us  mercy  and  forgiveness.  In  peace,  loosen  from  us  the 
bonds  of  wickedness.  In  tranquility,  break  from  us  the  yoke  of 
the  adversary.  May  Your  peace  be  with  us  and  may  Your 
tranquility  reign  among  us.  Bind  our  minds  with  Your  love 
and  establish  Your  loving-kindness  in  our  hearts  that  we  may 
offer  You  thanks,  O  Lord  of  tranquility,  and  to  Your  Father, 
the  Giver  of  peace,  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit,  the  Perfector  of 
true  love  now  and  forever. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts... 

HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

Deacons:  O  Love,  how  sweet  you  are,  blessed  be  Your 
tree!  Wherever  You  are,  there  tranquility  abounds.  By  you, 
our  Lord  entered  Abraham’s  home.  By  you,  the  priests 
approached  the  sanctuary  and  by  you,  the  Apostle  Paul  was 
crying  and  saying:  Neither  tribulations,  nor  tortures  and  per¬ 
secutions  shall  separate  me  from  the  love  of  the  Lord,  Halle¬ 
luiah.  Blessed  be  He  who  gave  it  to  me... 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Paul  wrote  concerning  love  that  nothing  can  compare 
with  it.  Blessed  be  he  who  attains  it,  for  he  shall  behold  the 
Lord.  By,  love,  Moses  saw  Him  on  the  summit  of  the  moun¬ 
tain.  By  love,  the  martyrs  saw  Him  in  the  court.  By  love,  the 
Church  saw  Him  on  the  Cross.  Behold,  she  offers  Him  glory 
day  and  night,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 


Reconcilliation 


offered  Yourself  an  acceptable  sacrifice  and  a  sweet  fragrance. 
By  Your  crucificion,  You  broke  down  the  barrier  of  enmity 
and  by  Your  Blood,  You  reconciled  the  dwellers  of  heaven  and 
earth  and  removed  the  enmity  from  the  middle  and  united 
them  to  become  one.  By  the  indivisible  unity  of  Your  Godhead 
from  eternity  and  Your  human  nature  in  time,  You  called  all 
those  who  were  afar  off  and  those  who  were  near,  and  thus 
You  joined  them  together  with  the  concord  of  Your  divine 
love.  By  this  same  love  You  counted  them  among  the  house¬ 
hold  of  Your  eternal  kingdom  and  brought  to  the  whole  world 
the  good  tidings  of  peace  and  tranquility.  Your  birth  in  the 
flesh  was  declared  to  Your  Mother,  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary 
by  the  Archangel’s  greeting  of  peace.  With  the  salutation  of 
peace,  Your  Blessed  Mother  was  met  by  Elizabeth,  the  mother 
of  Your  forerunner  John,  who  leaped  in  this  mother’s  womb 
with  joy  like  a  servant  in  the  presence  of  his  master.  At  Your 
birth,  the  heavenly  hosts  proclaimed  peace  to  the  shepherds. 
You  gave  peace  to  the  women,  who  went  and  announced  Your 
glorious  resurrection.  In  peace  You  entered  into  the  upper 
room  where  the  holy  disciples  were  gathered,  and  You  assured 
them  of  Your  resurrection.  When  You  ascended  to  Your 
Father,  You  gave  Your  peace  to  Your  disciples,  saying  to 
them:  My  peace,  I  leave  with  you;  not  as  the  world  gives,  do  I 
give  it  to  you.  This  is  my  commandment  that  You  should  love 
one  another,  just  as  I  have  loved  you.  Keep  this  love  entrusted 
to  us,  our  Savior,  and  by  it  confirm  our  minds.  By  Your  love 
may  we  be  bound  together.  By  Your  love,  drive  out  from 
among  us  divisions  and  controversies.  By  Your  love  make  us 
to  keep  Your  life-giving  commandments.  By  Your  love,  hold 
us  back  from  afflictions  and  sufferings.  By  Your  love, 
make  us  children  of  peace  and  tranquility.  By  peace,  unite  the 
shepherds  and  their  flocks.  By  Your  peace,  cause  the 
priests  to  rejoice  in  their  offerings.  By  Your  peace  perfect 
Your  Church  and  her  children.  By  Your  peace  and  tranquility, 
guide  and  adorn  her.  By  Your  peace  and  tranquility, 
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Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity... 

Priest:  Letus  offer  glory  to  the  Father  and  adoration 

to  the  Son  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  O  Lord,  lord  of  all,  have 
mercy  upon  me. 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos.  Kyrie  eleison. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  You,  O  Father,  Tranquillity  of 

heaven,  praise  be  to  You,  O  Son,  Peace  of  the  earth,  and  ado¬ 
ration  be  to  You,  O  Holy  Spirit,  Perfector  of  all  the  divine 
gifts.  The  Father,  Who  gave  His  Only  Begotten  Son  to  death 
for  our  salvation;  the  Son  Whose  love  constrained  Him  to  die 
for  us;  the  Holy  Spirit  Who  rejoices  in  our  works  and  by 
Whom  our  requests  are  granted;  You,  O  Triune  God,  in  three 
consubstantial  persons  of  the  Holy,  Glorious  and  Adorable 
Trinity.  Grant  to  us,  O  Lord,  that  in  purity,  we  may  give  peace 
to  one  another.  May  Your  peace  keep  us  in  divine  concord 
with  You  and  strengthen  us  with  the  girdle  of  Your  imperis¬ 
hable  loving-kindness,  that  we  may  glorify  You  on  the  happy 
day  of  Your  miraculous  resurrection,  and  in  all  festivals, 
seasons,  times,  hours  and  all  the  days  of  our  life,  now  and 
forever.  Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

O  Christ,  our  God,  the  eternal  Tranquility  of  creation,  and  the 
true  Peace  of  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  world;  Who  is  love,  and  is 
called  love,  and  delights  in  this  title  more  than  all  the  other  titles;  Who 
pays  honor  to  those  who  hold  to  this  love.  By  Your  love  for  us,  You 


THE  SERVICE  OF  PARDON  OR  RECONCILIATION 


This  service  is  conducted  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  the 
Great  Lent,  at  the  close  of  the  third  hour. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  by  Your  abundant 
grace,  for  the  remission  of  sins  and  the  forgiveness  of  debts  on 
this  holy  day  which  is  the  beginning  of  Your  Holy  Fast.  Grant 
us,  with  clean  heart,  to  ask  forgiveness  from  one  another,  and 
forgive  one  another,  according  to  Your  evangelical  doctrines; 
so  that  by  observing  this  Fast  with  purity,  we  may  partake  of 
Your  Holy  Mysteries  in  sincerity,  our  Lord  and  our  God, 
forever. 

After  chanting  Psalm  51,  The  deacons  shall  say  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hymn  in  the  tune  Hteeth  Lokh:  Against  You  have  I 
sinned,  Who  takes  pity  on  sinners;  accept  my  supplication  and 
forgive  my  iniquity,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

I  am  defiled  with  a  multitude  of  guilt  and  sins;  therefore, 
I  implore  You,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

On  whose  door,  but  on  Yours,  shall  we  knock,  O  our 
compassionate  Lord,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon 
me. 

Like  the  sinful  woman  I  cry  out,  and  like  the  publican  I 
entreat  You,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all,  have  mercy  upon  me. 

Have  compassion  on  us,  Who  has  pity  on  sinners;  pardon 
our  debts  and  forgive  our  shortcomings,  O  Lord,  Lord  of  all, 
have  mercy  upon  me. 
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The  priest  then  adds  the  following  prayer:  O  God,  Lord 
of  the  heavenly  hosts,  Creator  of  the  whole  Creation,  Pro¬ 
tector  of  all  worshippers,  protect  us  by  Your  almighty  hand, 
and  by  Your  powerful  and  strong  arm,  and  make  us  worthy  to 
glorify  You  with  the  fiery  angels  and  to  cry  out  with  old 
Simeon  saying:  Dismiss  us,  Your  servants,  from  the  bondage 
of  pernicious  sin;  grant  us,  together  with  all  those  who  parti¬ 
cipate  with  us,  forgiveness  of  our  sins  and  transgressions,  now 
and  forever. 


People:  Amen. 


Hoothomo 


Priest:  O  Lord,  our  Lord,  hear  our  prayers,  accept  our 
supplications,  help  us  all  and  forgive  us,  Your  weak  servants. 
Have  mercy  upon  our  souls  and  our  defiled  bodies  and  purify 
us  from  the  stain  of  sin  that  we  may  glorify  You  all  the  days  of 
our  life. 

People:  Kyrfe  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

Then  the  clergy  and  the  whole  congregation  shall  say  the 
Lordfs  Prayer. 

The  Blessings  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

Turning  to  the  East ,  the  priest ,  who  holds  the  cross  high , 
shall  say: 


Priest:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister...  See  page 69, 


\bfcaoi  *oCk«b^L  Utcb N^aj^v* <o bwili/o 
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The  priest  with  outstreched  hands  shall  say: 

We  offer  You  worship  and  adoration,  O  most  glorious 
Lord,  Who  is  beyond  the  sight  of  mortal  eyes,  Who,  in  due 
time,  was  born  in  the  flesh  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  Today 
You  came  to  the  Temple  to  be  carried  on  Simeon’s  arms,  old 
and  advanced  in  age,  who  entreated  You  saying:  Dismiss  me  in 
peace,  for  my  eyes  have  seen  Your  salvation. 

Even  now,  O  Lord,  we  entreat  You  to  look  upon  us  with 
Your  compassionate  eye  and  may  our  prayers  and  supplica¬ 
tions  be  pleasing  unto  You  now  and  at  all  times.  Send  Your 
blessings  and  bless  ((  ),  these  candles  (R),  fill  them  with  Your 
abundant  grace  (<  )  and  make  them  a  fount  of  holiness  and 
purification  (SS).  For  the  healing  of  all  sicknesses  and  infir¬ 
mities  ('  ),  for  the  healing  of  bodies  and  souls  for  the  damna¬ 
tion  of  demons  and  evil  spirits  (  /for  the  purification  from 
the  lusts  of  sin  (S  /For  the  sanctification  of  Christian 
homes  (C  /  for  preservation  from  all  kinds  of  harm  (R)  for 
help  to  women  in  labor  (  /  and  for  the  relief  of  all  in  dis¬ 
tress  (S  );  so  that  we  may  be  enlightened  by  these  candles 
which  You  have  graciously  blessed,  and  that  we  may  receive, 
through  them,  Your  divine  gifts  and  Your  heavenly  grace,  as 
we  worship  and  adore  Your  most  glorious  and  honored  Name, 
with  Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever. 

People:  Amen. 

The  priest  waves  his  right  hand  over  the  candles ,  saying: 
These  candles  that  are  set  before  us  are  blessed  and  sanctified: 

Deacons:  Barekhmore. 

Priest:  In  the  name  of  the  Father  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  And  of  the  Son+  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  And  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  everlasting  life. 

People:  Amen. 
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thereby  manifesting  Your  Lordship  over  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  You  were  carried  on  the  arms  of  Simeon,  who 
was  holding  two  lighted  candles  in  his  hands,  therefore,  the 
Holy  Church  likewise  observes  this  excellent  tradition,  bles¬ 
sing  and  giving  these  candles  to  her  children  that  through  them 
they  might  receive  the  heavenly  blessing.  Even  now,  we  pray 
and  entreat  You,  O  Lord  God,  to  send  Your  blessing  upon 
these  candles  that  are  set  before  us.  Make  them  unto  all  those 
who  receive  them  a  treasure  of  virtues  and  blessings,  driving 
off  devils  and  evil  spirits,  delivering  from  hardships,  afflic¬ 
tions  and  all  kinds  of  temptations;  and  may  we  who  receive 
them  find  mercy,  grace,  pardon  of  debts  and  forgiveness  of 
sins.  To  You  we  offer  glory  and  thanksgiving,  now  and 
forever.  People:  Amen. 

The  priest  with  outstretched  hands ,  shall  say  the  follo¬ 
wing  prayer : 

O  Creator  God,  by  Whose  order  the  whole  universe, 
with  all  the  visible  and  invisible  beings  therein,  was  created 
and  laid  on  firm  foundations,  even  now,  we  beseech  You,  O 
Lord,  to  bless  these  candles  with  the  might  of  Your  Holy 
Spirit;  send  upon  them  the  grace  and  power  which  abolishes  all 
that  is  perverted,  and  grant  to  all  those  who  receive  of  them,  in 
true  faith  and  righteousness,  blessingsfQ,  holiness^, 
power (O),  and  assistance^  $);  EncouragementfQ, 
well-being(7\V,  healingfO),  rest(SS);  Liberty^ ),  relief^, 
purity (O),  and  support  against  temptations  and  full  obser¬ 
vance  of  Your  divine  commandmentsfSAy  for  receiving  eternal 
joy  and  for  the  inheritance  of  perfect  gifts,  for  You  are  the 
Helper  of  the  living  and  the  abundant  Fountain  of  happiness. 
To  You  be  glory  and  thanksgiving,  now  and  forever.  People: 
Amen. 
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Prayer  on  the  Candles 

Priest:  We  entreat  You,  O  Word,  the  Almighty  God,  who 
became  man  for  the  salvation  of  our  human  race.  In  heaven, 
You  are  highly  exalted  and  worshipped.  The  fiery  angels  glo¬ 
rify  You,  and  the  cherubic  and  seraphic  orders  sanctify  You. 
By  Your  coming  into  the  world,  You  fulfilled  the  manner  of 
our  human  life,  and  on  this  glorious  day  You  went  to  the 
Temple  to  fulfill  the  commandment  according  to  the  law.  You 
were  carried  on  the  arms  of  old  Simeon,  while  You  are  carried 
on  the  wings  of  the  cherubim.  Your  light  shone  forth  on  the 
whole  creation;  the  heaven  and  earth  are  filled  with  Your  light. 
Even  now,  O  Lord,  Who  performed  all  these  divine  works,  we 
beseech  You  to  stretch  out  Your  right  hand  and  bless  these 
candles  which  are  set  before  us.  May  they  be  a  blessing  for 
those  who  receive  them  and  a  help  in  times  of  trouble  for  those 
who  hold  them.  Make  them  candles  of  holiness,  a  treasure  of 
purification  for  the  confirmation  of  faith  and  good  works,  for 
the  exaltation  of  the  Churches,  the  glory  of  the  monasteries 
and  for  the  blessings  upon  Christian  homes.  To  You  we  offer 
glory  and  thanksgiving,  now  and  forever.  People:  Amen. 

Another  Prayer 

Priest:  O  Lord  God,  Lord  of  the  heavenly  hosts,  Who  is 
glorified,  praised  and  exalted  by  the  visible  and  invisible  created 
beings,  Who,  in  the  abundance  of  His  eternal  mercies,  came 
down  from  on  high  and  by  His  own  will  became  man  like  us 
that  He  might  redeem  us  from  the  original  sin  and  cleanse  us 
from  the  defilement  of  the  scars  of  iniquity;  Who,  according  to 
the  traditions  of  the  Hebrews,  came  this  day  to  the  Temple  and 
offered  the  sacrifices  required  by  law,  a  pair  of  turtledoves  and 
two  young  doves,  for  the  purification  of  our  human  nature, 
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He,  Who  in  the  beginning  and  from  eternity,  is  with  His 
Father.  Your  eyes  beheld  His  countenance,  whereas  the  sera¬ 
phim  hid  from  His  brightness.  On  your  arms  He  was  carried, 
Whose  glory  fills  the  heavens.  Blessed  be  His  submission,  Who 
humbled  Himself  and  became  man  and  was  presented  to  the 
priest,  not  because  He  had  need,  but  rather  to  fulfill  the  law. 

Simeon  saw  the  Son  of  God  and  with  exceeding  joy  went 

• 

to  meet  Him.  He  was  expecting  His  birth  so  that  he  might  pass 
away  when  He  appeared.  He  carried  Him  on  the  palms  of  his 
hands  and  began  to  entreat  Him  saying;  Dismiss  me  from  this 
temporal  life.  Blessed  be  the  invisible  One  Who  humbled 
Himself  and  became  visible  for  the  salvation  of  Adam  to  free 
him  from  the  bondage  of  sin. 

Now  they  stand  before  the  sanctuary  and  the  priest  says 
the  following: 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  Lord  God,  to  receive  Your 

perfect  mercies  and  blessings.  Sanctify  our  minds,  thoughts 
and  all  our  actions  to  receive  You  on  this  day  of  Your  presen¬ 
tation  in  the  temple  as  did  the  old  and  righteous  Simeon  who 
carried  You  on  his  holy  arms  in  order  that,  with  the  lighted 
candles  of  glory  and  adoration,  we  may  cry  out  to  You, 
saying:  Dismiss  Your  servants  in  peace  and  set  us  free  from  the 
bondage  of  our  sins:  To  You  be  glory  and  thanksgiving,  now 
xand  forever.  People:  Amen. 


THE  FEAST  OF  THE  PRESENTATION  OF  OUR 

LORD  IN  THE  TEMPLE  (LUKE  2:21-39) 

AND 

THE  ORDER  OF  THE  BLESSING 
OF  THE  CANDLES 

The  candles  are  to  be  set  on  a  tray  and  covered  with  the 
thin  white  veil  the  shushafo.  The  tray  of  candles  is  then  put  on 
a  table  on  the  first  step  of  the  sanctuary,  under  the  Gospel 
stand .  At  the  close  of  the  Quqaliun  of  the  Mother  of  God,  the 
celebrant  shall  carry  the  cross  on  his  arms,  in  the  likeness  of 
the  aged  Simeon.  Then  the  clergy  and  deacons  shall  perform 
the  procession,  inside  the  church,  singing  the  following  hymn: 

HYMN 

Tune:  Msheeho  Natareh  L’eetokh 

Simeon  carried  on  his  arms  the  Son  of  God,  Who  was 
incarnate,  when  Mary  and  Joseph  came  to  the  holy  Temple  to 
offer  a  sacrifice.  Simeon  began  to  entreat  Him,  saying: 
Behold,  my  eyes  have  already  seen  Your  great  mercies.  Let  me 
go  and  have  rest  with  the  departed  until  the  day  of  the  resur¬ 
rection,  that  I  may  reveal  the  hidden  mysteries  which  were  told 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  about  the  virgin-born  Babe  Who  dawned  on 
earth  to  redeem  Adam  and  his  children. 

Blessed  are  You,  Simeon  because  you  were  highly 
honored  so  as  to  carry  the  Son  of  God. 
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The  priest  shall  carry  the  vessel  of  the  waters .  He  and  the 
deacons  shall  go  to  the  baptistery  as  they  did  in  the  procession. 
Then  he  shall  open  the  font,  remove  the  cross  from  the  vessel 
and  pour  a  few  drops  of  the  water,  in  the  sign  of  the  Cross, 
over  the  cross  into  a  container  he  has  placed  in  the  font.  The 
first  time  to  the  East,  the  second  to  the  West  and  the  third  to 
the  North  arid  South.  The  priest  shall  now  remove  the  con¬ 
tainer  from  the  font,  and  shall  anoint  the  foreheads  of  the 
assisting  clergy  and  deacons  with  the  blest  water.  On  returning 
to  the  sanctuary,  the  priest  shall  put  the  vessel  on  the  altar. 


Hoothomo  (Prayer  of  Conclusion) 


Priest:  O  Good  and  loving  God,  Who  by  Your  great  and 
ineffable  gift  have  blessed  these  waters,  bless +  with  them  all 
of  us,  soul  and  body,  by  our  participation  in  them  that  we  may 
offer  glory  and  worship  to  You,  invisible  Father,  and  to  Your 
beloved  Son  and  to  Your  Holy  Spirit,  Who  is  good,  adorable, 
life-giving  and  consubstantial  with  You,  now  and  forever. 
People:  Amen. 


They  turn  to  the  West . 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  mortals  worship, 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  children  of  the 
faithful  Church  entreat  saying:  O  You,  Who  were  baptized  for 
us,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  North . 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  below  glorify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  You  Who  were  baptized  for  us,  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  South . 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity 
on  His  sinful  servants.  Barekhmore. 

They  shall  say  the  Lord’s  Prayer . 

Priest:  Our  Father,  Who  art  in  heaven...  People:  Hal¬ 
lowed  be  Thy  Name... 


days  of  Noah;  by  the  waters  of  the  sea  You  delivered  the 
Hebrews  from  the  bondage  of  Pharaoh;  by  the  fire  and  water 
of  the  Prophet  Elijah’s  sacrifice  You  absolved  Israel  from  the 
worship  of  Ba’al.  Even  now,  O  Lord,  as  You  bless  these 
waters  by  Your  grace,  bestow  upon  all  those  who  touch  them 
or  participate  in  them  or  use  them,  in  true  faith,  for  any  pur¬ 
pose  whatsoever;**)  blessings,  holiness  and  purification;**) 
health,  healing  and  rest  to  the  afflicted;*  *)  encouragement,  aid 
and  freedom  from  all  mental  and  carnal  passions.  People: 
Amen. 

Priest:  So  that  the  whole  universe,  men,  angels,  visible 
and  invisible  beings,  may  offer  praise  to  Your  most  glorious 
and  most  blessed  Name,  O  our  God,  with  Your  Father  and 
with  Your  Holy  Spirit,  both  now  and  forever.  People:  Amen. 

The  priest  waves  his  right  hand  over  the  vessel  and  draws 
on  it  the  sign  of  the  Cross  three  times ,  saying:  These  waters  are 
blessed  in  the  name  of  the  Father.*  *)  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  And  of  the  Son.**)  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  And  of  the  Holy  Spirit*  +  )  for  life  eternal.  People: 
Amen. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World 

The  priest  puts  back  the  cross  in  the  mouth  of  the  vessel. 
He  carries  it  high  between  his  hands  and  facing  the  East  he 
shall  say  in  a  loud  voice: 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  angels  minister. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  whom  the  cherubim  bless. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  You,  Who  were  baptized  for  us,  have 
mercy  upon  us. 


You  set  the  sand  as  a  boundary  to  the  sea;  and  You  spread  the 
air  for  breathing.  You  are  the  incomprehensible,  eternal  and 
ineffable  God  Who  was  beheld  on  our  earth,  taking  upon 
Yourself  the  image  of  a  slave  and  the  likeness  of  man,  because 
Your  compassion  could  not  suffer  to  behold  our  human  race 
harnessed  under  the  yoke  of  the  adversary;  therefore  You 
came  down  and  redeemed  us.  We  praise  Your  loving-kindness. 
We  proclaim  Your  mercies  and  we  acknowledge  Your  won¬ 
drous  visitation  to  us.  You  bless  our  natural  birth,  and  by 
Your  birth  in  the  flesh,  You  sanctified  the  virginal  womb.  The 
whole  creation  glorified  Your  manifestation,  for  You  are  our 
God  Who  was  seen  on  earth  and  went  about  with  men.  You 
sanctified  the  abundance  of  the  River  Jordan  by  sending  upon 
it  from  heaven  Your  Holy  Spirit;  and  You  crushed  the  head  of 
the  dragon  who  lurked  there.  Do  then,  compassionate  Lord, 
by  the  descent  of  Your  Holy  Spirit,  come  and  bless  these 
waters^;  bestow  upon  them  the  grace  of  Jordan^;  make 
them  the  fountains  of  blessingsfOA*  the  gifts  of  holiness^SS^; 
the  forgiveness  of  sins.  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  For  the  healing  of  sicknessfCV;  for  the  support  of 
the  weak  (R);  unapproachable  by  the  powers  of  the 
adversary^;  filled  with  the  Divine  Power (SS).  People: 
Amen. 

Priest:  Make  these  waters  unto  those  who  receive  from 
them  or  participate  in  them  for  the  healing  of  souls  and 
bodies^;  for  the  purification  of  passions^;  for  the  sancti¬ 
fication  of  the  homes (O);  for  the  preservation  from  all  inju- 
ries (SS).  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  By  the  water  and  the  Spirit,  You  have  renewed  our  nature 
which  was  corrupted  by  sin;  by  the  waters  You  overwhelmed  sin  in  the 
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Priest:  Peace  be  with  all  of  you  .  People:  And  with  your 
spirit. 

The  priest  removes  the  veil  which  covers  the  vessel ,  and 
waves  his  hand  gently  over  it  and  over  the  cross.  Then  he 
removes  the  cross  from  the  mouth  of  the  vessel ,  while  one  of 
the  deacons  says  the  following  admonition:  Let  us  stand  well, 
let  us  stand  with  fear,  with  modesty,  with  purity,  with  holi¬ 
ness,  let  us  stand,  my  brethren,  in  love  and  in  true  faith  and  fix 
our  minds  on  these  waters,  that  are  set  before  us  and  are 
blessed  by  the  reverend  priest  (the  honorable  prelate).  In  peace 
and  tranquility,  let  us  offer  prayers  and  supplications  to  God, 
the  Lord  of  all,  that  He  may  be  pleased  to  bless  them. 

Deacons:  Grant  us,  O  Lord,  mercy,  peace  and  the  bles¬ 
sings  of  these  waters. 

The  priest  crosses  himself  and  turning  to  the  West,  draws 
the  sign  of  the  Cross  on  the  congregation,  saying:  The  love  of 
God  the  Father^  * )  ana  the  grace  of  the  only  begotten  Son<  ) 
and  the  fellowship  and  the  abiding  of  the  Holy  Spirit^)  be 
with  you  all  my  brethren,  forever. 

People:  Amen. 

The  priest  with  outstretched  hands,  shall  say  the  folio - 
wing  audible  prayer: 

How  great  You  are,  O  Lord,  and  how  marvelous  Your  works 
are.  It  is  beyond  the  speech  of  mortals  to  tell  how  perfect  are 
Your  wonderous  signs.  Your  creative  power  brought  everything 
from  nothing.  By  Your  dominion  You  sustain  creation,  and  by 
Your  providence  You  support  the  world.  You  have  joined  toge¬ 
ther  the  four  elements  and  crowned  the  cycle  of  the  year  with  the 
four  seasons.  The  incorporeal  heavenly  hosts  tremble  at  Your 
presence;  the  angelic  ranks  glorify  You;  the  companies  of  the 
archangels  worship  You;  the  six-winged  seraphim,  as  they  fly 
praise  You;  the  many-eyed  cherubim,  with  unapproachable 
glory,  bless  You;  the  sun,  the  moon,  the  stars  and  the  light,  in 
their  courses,  declare  Your  works;  the  deeps  fled  at  Your  rebuke; 
the  springs  perform  Your  service.  You  stretched  out  the  heavens 
like  a  curtain;  You  spread  forth  the  earth  above  the  waters; 
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multiplied  and  filled  the  earth,  this  was  in  anticipation  of  Your 
mystery,  Christ  God,  the  heavenly  Salt.  As  the  Maker  and 
Founder  of  all  things,  by  Your  ineffable  wisdom  You  changed 
the  substance  of  water  into  good  wine  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  and 
You  sanctified  the  abundance  of  Jordan  when  You  were  bap¬ 
tized  by  John  the  Baptist.  Even  now,  O  Lord,  by  the  blessing 
of  the  spiritual  and  heavenly  Salt,  by  Your  invisible  mighty 
power,  by  Your  ineffable  loving-kindness  and  by  the  descent 
of  Your  Holy  Spirit,  bless(  +  )  these  waters  that  are  set  before 
us,  send  to  them  the  grace,  the  power  and  the  priestly  opera¬ 
tion  of  Your  Holy  Spirit,  that  they  may  be  unto  all  who  take 
from  them  or  participate  in  them,  the  gift  of  divine  healing  of 
their  souls,  bodies  and  spirits.  To  You  be  glory,  honor  and 
dominion,  with  Your  Blessed  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit, 
both  now  and  forever. 

People:  Amen. 

Priest:  O  Creator  of  the  waters  and  Maker  and  Changer 
of  all  things,  bless(  + )  these  waters  by  the  power  of  Your  Holy 
Spirit  and  grant  to  them  grace  and  power  against  all  opposing 
forces,  and  grant  to  all  those  who  participate  in  them  by  drink 
or  sprinkling  or  by  any  other  means,  healing  of  soul  and  body 
and  rich  mercies  from  You,  removal  from  all  evil  and  salva¬ 
tion  and  peace  for  our  life. 

By  Your  grace,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  Your 
Father  and  of  Your  Holy  Spirit,  all  holy,  good,  adorable  and 
life-giving,  Who  is  of  one  substance  with  You,  now  and 
forever.  People:  Amen. 
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Archdeacon:  Hear  us,  O  Lord,  incline  Your  ear  unto  us 
and  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us.  Let  us  respond  and 
say  thrice: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  priest  burns  incense  and  blesses  the  censer  just  as  it  is 
blessed  during  the  service  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  saying:  I 

weak  and  sinful  servant,  lift  up  my  voice  and  say:  Holy  is  the 
Holy  Father  +  .  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  Holy  is  the  Holy  Son  .  People:  Amen. 

Priest:  Holy  is  the  Holy  Living  Spirit, (  +  )  Who  hallows  the 
censer  of  His  sinful  servant.  Spare  us  and  be  merciful  to  our 
souls  and  to  the  souls  of  our  parents,  brothers,  our  instructors 
and  teachers,  our  departed  and  all  the  faithful  departed,  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Holy  Church,  in  both  worlds  forever  and  ever. 

One  of  the  deacons  shall  say:  Let  us  all  stand  up  well  and 
respond  to  the  reverend  priest1  and  say: 

Priest:  We  believe  in  one  true  God. 

People:  The  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of  heaven  and 
earth... 

Deacon:  Stomen  kalos.  People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Priest:  O  Great  and  Glorious  God,  Who  is  beyond  glory, 
Who  sits  on  the  cherubim,  and  is  glorified  by  the  seraphim, 
Who  performed  innumerable  great  things  and  wonderous  and 
unspeakable  signs,  Who  sweetened  the  bitter  waters  at  the 
hand  of  Moses  with  the  wood  typifying  the  sign  of  the  Cross, 
and  Who  gave  water  to  Your  thirsty  people  of  Israel  to  drink; 
Who  healed  the  barren,  sterile  and  bad  waters  by  the  visible 
salt  which  Elishah,  the  prophet,  cast  in  the  spring  of  water  in 
Jericho,  and  to  Your  people,  who  became  fruitful,  and 


1  —  If  an  archbishop  or  bishop  be  attending  the  service,  the  title  «honorable 
prelate»  is  used. 
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Archdeacon:  He,  Who  sweetened  the  bitter  waters  by  the 
wood  which  Moses  threw  into  them  and  now  You  have  blessed 
the  substance  of  the  waters  which  acknowledges  You  as  God, 
Creator  and  Sanctifier  of  all  the  springs;  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  He,  Who  healed  the  bad  water  at  the  hand 
of  the  prophet  Elisha,  and  Who  even  now  grants  us,  through 
the  abundance  of  His  wisdom,  permanent  healing  and  purifi¬ 
cation  of  souls,  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  For  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  whole 
world,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  righteous,  venerable 
and  blessed  Fathers:  Our  Patriarchs,  Aboon  Mor  Ignatius... 
and  Aboon  Mor...,  and  our  Metropoliatn  Aboon  Mor...,  with 
the  rest  of  the  Orthodox  Bishops  that  their  parishes  be  pre¬ 
served  from  all  harm,  for  the  faithful  kings1  who  reign  and  for 
the  commemoration  of  Mary,  the  Mother  of  God,  the  Saints 
and  the  Faithful  departed,  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  Enlighten,  O  Lord,  our  souls  with  Your 
sublime  knowledge  on  this  glorious  day  of  lights  and  all  the 
days  of  our  life.  Strengthen  our  hearts  in  Your  fear  and  in  love 
for  one  another.  You,  Who  put  the  slanderer  to  shame  and 
gladdens  the  angels,  do  deem  us  worthy  to  receive  the  gifts  and 
the  help  which  You  promised  our  human  race.  O  Christ,  our 
true  God,  One  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 


1  —  The  term  «Kings»  may  be  replaced  by  the  word  «presidents»  as  is  more  cus¬ 
tomary  today. 
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and  Who  is  the  Man  Who  said  to  you,  Give  me  a  drink,  you 

would  have  asked  Him  and  He  would  have  given  you  living 

water.  The  woman  said  to  Him:  My  Lord,  You  have  no  leather 

bucket  and  the  well  is  deep,  where  do  You  get  the  living  water? 

What?  Are  You  greater  than  our  father  Jacob,  who  gave  us 

this  well,  and  he  himself  drank  from  it  and  his  sons  and  his 

sheep?  Jesus  answered,  saying  to  her:  Everyone  who  drinks  of 

this  water  will  thirst  again;  but  whoever  drinks  of  the  water 

which  I  give  him  shall  never  thirst;  but  the  same  water  which 

• 

I  give  him  shall  become  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  to 
life  everlasting.  The  woman  said  to  Him:  My  Lord,  give  me  of 
this  water,  so  that  I  may  not  thirst  again  and  need  not  come 
again  and  draw  from  here.  Jesus  said  to  her,  go  and  call  your 
husband  and  come  back  here.  She  said  to  Him,  I  have  no 
husband.  Jesus  said  to  her:  You  said  well,  I  have  no  husband. 
For  you  have  had  five  husbands,  and  the  one  you  now  have  is 
not  your  husband.  What  you  said  is  true.  Peace  be  to  all  of 
you.  + 

The  archdeacon  shall  proclaim  the  following  litany:  Let 
us  stand  with  modesty  and  diligence  and  with  voices  that  are 
pleasing  unto  God,  let  us  answer  and  say: 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  Christ  our  God,  Who  is  the  depth  of  inef¬ 
fable  mysteries,  Who,  on  account  of  His  loving-kindness,  was 
seen  on  earth  and  went  about  with  men;  we  beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 

Archdeacon:  Christ  our  God,  Who  enlightened  the  world 
with  the  brightness  of  Your  divinity,  Who  by  the  holy  water 
drowned  the  mob  of  demons  and  blotted  out  our  sins,  we 
beseech  You. 

People:  Kyrie  eleison. 
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for  us  through  the  veil,  that  is  to  say,  His  flesh;  and  having  a 
great  High  Priest  over  the  house  of  God,  let  us  draw  near  with 
a  true  heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts 
sprinkled  and  cleansed  of  evil  though  and  our  bodies  washed 
with  pure  water,  Let  us  remain  firm  in  the  profession  of  our 
faith  without  wavering  for  He  who  has  promised  us  is  faithful. 
And  let  us  consider  how  to  arouse  in  one  another  love  and 
good  works.  Not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  ourselves  toge¬ 
ther  as  is  customary  for  some,  but  exhorting  one  another,  and 
so  much  the  more  when  you  see  that  day  approaching. 
Barekhmore. 

They  shall  say  the  following  hulolo  before  the  reading  of 
the  Gospel:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  The  waters  saw  You,  O 
God,  the  waters  saw  You;  they  were  afraid,  Halleluiah. 
(Psalm  77:16). 

Thurifer:  With  calm  and  awe... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  John  4:4-42 

He  had  to  go  through  Samaritan  territory.  Then  He  came 
to  a  Samaritan  City  called  Sychar,  near  the  field  which  Jacob 
had  given  to  his  son,  Joseph.  Now  Jacob’s  well  was  there;  and 
Jesus  was  ti-red  with  the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  sat  down 
by  the  well.  It  was  about  the  sixth  hour.  And  there  came  a 
woman  from  Samaria  to  draw  water;  and  Jesus  said  to  her: 
Give  me  water  to  drink.  His  disciples  had  entered  into  the  city 
to  buy  food  for  themselves.  The  Samaritan  woman  said  to 
Him:  How  is  it  You  are  a  Jew  and  yet  You  ask  me  for  some¬ 
thing  to  drink,  seeing  that  I  am  a  Samaritan  woman?  (For 
Jews  have  no  social  intercourse  with  Samaritans).  Jesus  ans¬ 
wered,  saying  to  her:  If  you  only  knew  the  gift  of  God 


Etro  (Prayer  of  Incense) 

Priest:  Most  Gracious,  Who  came  to  be  baptized  to 

make  atonement  for  our  sins,  most  Holy,  Who  came  to  the 
laver  for  our  purification,  absolve,  O  Lord,  by  this  sweet 
incense  which  we  offer  unto  You  for  the  fulfillment  of  the 
needs  of  the  Holy  Church,  and  sanctify  Your  faithful  flock, 
preserving  the  children  of  the  baptistery  by  Your  Holy  Bap¬ 
tism,  so  that  with  gladness  and  rejoicing,  they  may  offer  glory 
and  thanksgiving  to  You  both  now  and  forever.  Deacons; 
Amen. 

Readings  from  the  Old  and  New  Testaments: 

Numbers  20:1-11 
II  Kings  2:19-25 
Isaiah  12:1-6 
Acts  8:35-40 

Then  they  shall  say  the  following  Psalmody  before  the 
reading  of  the  Pauline  Epistle:  What  ails  you,  O  you  sea,  that 
you  fled?  You  Jordan  that  you  were  driven  back?  Halleluiah. 
(Psalm  114:5). 

The  deacons  shall  sing  the  following  hymn  before  the 
reading  of  the  Pauline  Epistle:  I  -heard  Paul,  the  blessed 
Apostle  say... 

Deacon:  The  lesson  from  the  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  the 
Apostle  to  the  Hebrews.  Barekhmore. 

Deacons:  Praise  be  to  the  Lord  of  the  Apostle  and  His 
blessing  be  upon  us  forever.  Amen. 

Then  the  deacon  shall  read  the  above  Epistle  (Hebrews 
10:15-25). 

My  brethren,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  also  a  witness  to  us;  for 
He  had  said  before,  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with 
them  after  those  days,  says  the  Lord,  I  will  put  the  law  in  their 
minds  and  write  it  upon  their  hearts.  And  their  iniquities  and 
sins  I  will  remember  no  more.  For  where  there  is  forgiveness  of 
sins,  there  is  no  need  for  offering  for  sins.  Having  therefore, 
my  brethren,  holdness  to  enter  into  the  sanctuary  by  the  blood 
of  Jesus;  by  a  new  and  living  way  which  He  has  made  new 
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Epiphany 


of  divine  gifts.  To  You  be  glory  and  dominion  from  all  the 
creation  that  is  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  to  Your  Father  and  to 
Your  lifegiving  Holy  Spirit,  both  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  the  remission  of 
debts... 

HYMN 

Tone:  Quqoyo 

John  mixed  the  water  of  the  tont,  which  Christ  sanctified 
when  He  went  into  the  river  to  be  baptized  in  it.  At  that 
moment,  when  He  came  out  of  the  water,  heaven  and  earth 
paid  Him  honor.  The  sun  submitted  its  dazzling  light  and  the 
stars  did  obeisance  to  Him  Who  sanctified  all  the  rivers  and 
springs,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

King  David  was  standing  by  the  river  until  the  bride 
bathed  and  came  out  from  the  river.  He  took  his  harp  and 
began  to  sing:  «Forget  thine  own  people  and  thy  father’s 
house,  for  the  king  shall  desire  thy  beauty, »]  O  Holy  Church, 
who,  once  poverty-stricken,  suddenly  became  rich  and  is  made 
a  queen,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Without  fire  or  wood,  the  water  became  warm,  when  the 
Son  of  God  came  to  be  baptized  in  Jordan.  John  approached, 
like  a  blessed  priest  and  laid  his  right  hand  on  the  head  of  his 
Lord.  The  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  likeness  of  a  dove  flew  down  and 
settled  and  brooded  upon  the  river  Jordan,  Halleluiah,  Halle¬ 
luiah. 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity... 

The  Holy  One,  the  Son  of  the  Holy,  the  pure  and  the 
spotless,  Who  in  the  beginning  was  and  is  God  the  Word, 
came  to  be  baptized  for  our  purification  and  sanctified  the 
water  for  our  atonement.  And,  while  He  is  God  in  nature  and 
forgives  debts,  He  was  baptized  in  Jordan,  by  John.  Glory  be 
to  Him  for  such  was  His  will,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

1  —  Psalm  45:1 1 
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it  with  different  kinds  of  blossoms;  and  by  the  water  which 
comes  from  above,  You  cause  the  different  kinds  of  fruits  to 
grow,  and  by  the  springs  which  become  running  rivers,  You 
water  the  surface  of  the  earth;  and  through  Your  divine  dispen¬ 
sation,  You  provided  the  whole  creation  with  the  necessary 
provisions  in  order  to  keep  alive  all  the  species  that  You  created. 
Then  You  created  man  in  Your  own  image  and  in  Your  own 
likeness;  making  him  the  king  of  Your  creation.  When  he  fell 
down  from  his  great  office,  through  his  negligence,  You 
brought  him  back  to  his  divine  rank  by  Your  coming  in  the 
flesh,  washing  away,  by  the  second  birth,  the  impurity  which 
had  defiled  him.  Do  You,  even  now,  O  Lord,  Who  have  brought 
us  to  this  hour,  be  with  us  and  among  us  by  driving  away  from 
our  souls  all  the  darkness  of  ignorance.  Fill  us  with  the  light 
which  is  beyond  the  world,  guiding  us  unerringly  to  the  all¬ 
perfect  Light  which,  beyond  all  understanding,  proceeds  from 
the  Holy  Trinity.  Enlighten  our  minds  by  the  rays  of  Your  light, 
that  we  may  be  worthy  to  become  children  of  the  light.  May 
Your  Holy  Spirit,  by  indwelling  upon  these  waters,  turn  them 
into  a  fount  of  healing;  fill  them  with  the  gifts  of  holiness  that 
they  may  be  a  source  of  help  for  those  who  receive  them.  Set  us 
free  from  disgraceful  passions.  Blot  out  our  sins;  make  white 
our  stains  and  cleanse  our  defilements;  wash  us  thoroughly  that 
we  may  become  whiter  than  snow,  that  we  may  be  pure  and 
worthy  of  Your  light.  Make  us  worthy  to  stand  with  confidence 
before  Your  dreadful  seat  of  judgment  and  to  receive  Your 
mercies  and  loving-kindness  and  to  stand  at  the  right  hand  of 
Your  majesty;  make  us  wholly  arrayed  in  Your  light,  even  in  the 
likeness  of  Your  Godhead,  for  You  alone  are  the  Giver 


Eqbo 

Deacons:  By  the  baptism  of  water  and  the  Spirit  we  have 
been  purified  today  from  the  vileness  of  the  sins  brought  upon 
us  by  our  adversary.  Thus  we  have  been  guided  to  the  way 
which  is  always  new  and  never  grows  old;  the  way  which  is 
spiritual,  infallible  and  pure  that  dwells  in  the  thoughts  of  the 
faithful  whom  God  has  loved. 

Husoyo 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord... 

Proemion 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Eternal  and  Everlasting  One,  Who 

was  and  is  and  shall  always  be,  the  Light  Whose  brightness 
enlightens  the  rational  nature  and  draws  it  back  to  Him 
through  His  loving-kindness.  The  light  of  all,  the  Fount  of 
blessings,  the  Almighty,  the  Blessed  One  Who  no  man  can 
approach.  The  King  of  kings,  the  Lord  of  lords,  the  Ruler  of 
rulers  Whose  oneness  of  nature  and  glory  is  acknowledged  and 
praised  by  mortals  and  by  the  heavenly  hosts  and  is  glorified  in 
the  Holy  Trinity,  to  Him  be  praise,  honor  and  dominion  at 
this  time  of  the  blessing  of  the  waters  and  at  all  festivals, 
times,  hours  and  through  all  the  days  of  our  life,  forever. 
Deacons:  Amen. 

Sedro 

O  Lord  God,  Maker  of  all  beings  and  Creator  of  the 
visible  and  invisible  creation,  Who  established  the  mansions  of 
light  for  the  dwelling  of  the  heavenly  hosts  and  by  Your 
goodwill  You  created  the  second  world.  Also  You  created  the 
light  first  of  all  in  order  that  the  whole  creation  be  filled  with 
it.  You  stretched  the  heavens  like  a  curtain,  decorating  it  with 
the  beautiful  stars;  You  laid  the  beams  of  Your  chamber  in  the 
waters  and  made  the  clouds  Your  chariot.  You  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  earth  carefully  on  the  waters  and  decorated 
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Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacon:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

To  Jordan  there  came  to  be  baptized,  He,  Whom  the 
cherubim  carry  and  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify  with  their 
wings.  He  called  the  priest,  the  son  of  the  barren:  Come  lay 
your  hand  and  baptize  Me.  He  Whose  robe  healed  the  afflicted 
woman.  The  Holy  Spirit  came  down  from  the  highest  and 
settled  on  His  head,  Halleluiah,  and  sanctified  the  waters. 

Sugytho  (Canticle) 

Tune:  A’mo  u  A’me 

Response:  Glory  to  You,  O  Lord,  Who  is  worshipped  by 
all  that  dwell  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

I  saw  John  seized  by  astonishment  when  he  beheld  the  crowds 
surrounding  him,  while  Christ,  the  Bridegroom  was  bowing  to 
be  baptized  by  the  son  of  the  barren. 

The  bride  was  betrothed,  yet  she  did  not  know  the  Bride¬ 
groom  for,  whom  she  was  waiting.  The  guests  were  gathered, 
the  wilderness  was  crowded,  and  our  Lord  was  hidden  among 
them. 

The  Lord  of  the  universe  came  to  be  baptized.  He  Himself 
appeared  by  Jordan.  When  John  saw  Him,  he  withheld  his 
hand,  and  in  his  amazement,  he  answered  and  said: 

O  Son  of  the  Father  with  what  shall  I  baptize  You,  for 
behold,  You  dwell  in  Your  Father  and  Your  Father  in  You. 
When  You  bestow  holiness  upon  the  hierarchy  why  do  you  ask 
for  ordinary  water? 

The  priests-are  sanctified  by  You,  the  heirarchy  are  puri¬ 
fied  by  You,  the  prophets  and  the  kings  are  made  by  You,  of 
what  avail  is  baptism  to  You? 

The  slaves  are  set  free  by  My  baptism,  the  bills  of  debts 
are  torn  up  by  My  washing  and  by  the  water  the  deeds  of 
freedom  are  sealed. 

Had  I  not  been  baptized,  all  these  would  have  been  void. 

Come,  you  Holy  Church,  and  worship  the  only  begotten 
God  Who  came  and  redeemed  you  by  His  baptism  and  sancti¬ 
fied  the  baptismal  font  for  you. 
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The  deacons  shall  recite  Psalm  51:  Have  mercy  upon  me, 
O  God,  according  to  Thy  loving  kindness... 

HYMN 

Tune:  A1  Yoorednon 

Over  the  Jordan  the  Father  cried  out  from  on  high:  This  is 
my  beloved  Son;  with  Whom  I  am  pleased. 

Blessed  is  He,  Who  humbled  Himself  to  be  baptized  by  John 
and,  by  Whose  holy  baptism,  He  sanctified  all. 

Blessed  be  Your  appearance,  O  Light,  Which  shone  forth 
from  the  Father,  Who  came  to  the  Jordan  to  sanctify  all. 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  From  eternity  to  eternity. 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son  and  to  the 

Holy  Spirit;  the  eternal  and  everlasting  Trinity. 

Prayer 

Priest:  O  Holy  One,  Who  by  His  baptism  sanctified 

the  waters  of  the  pools  and  the  rivers,  sanctify  us,  O  Lord,  by 
the  holiness  from  You  on  this  holy  day  of  Your  holy  Epi¬ 
phany.  Make  our  mouths  like  fountains  for  Your  holiness  and 
like  perfect  vessels  for  Your  glory,  now  and  forever  and  ever. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Lat-lioomo  D’haimonootho 

How  sweet  was  our  Savior’s  voice  when  He  called  John, 
saying:  Come  lay  your  hand  on  My  head  and  baptize  Me.  John 
drew  back  trembling  when  he  saw  the  river  burning  with  the 
flaming  fire  which  was  surrounding  it.  He  withdrew  his  hand, 
trembling,  and  cried  in  a  loud  voice,  saying:  I  need  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  by  You.  He  said  to  him:  Permit  it  now  to  fulfill  all  righ¬ 
teousness.  Come  lay  your  hand  and  I  will  be  baptized.  With 
the  voice  of  the  Father  from  above,  the  Spirit  descended  like  a 
dove,  Halleluiah,  and  rested  upon  His  head. 


Epiphany 


The  font  has  been  opened  a  fount  of  life.  The  Father,  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit  sanctified  it  by  His  compassion.  The 
Father  by  his  voice  saying:  This  is  My  Beloved  Son,  the  Son 
bowing  His  head  to  be  baptized  and  the  Holy  Spirit  descending 
on  Him  like  a  dove;  the  Holy  Trinity  by  whom  the  world 
gained  life,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Or  they  shall  say  the  following  hymn: 

Katisma 

Brethren,  let  us  go  and  behold  the  Son  being  baptized. 
The  waters  of  Jordan  yielded  unto  Him:  they  yielded  place  to 
Him  and  He  shed  His  shining  light  upon  it,  descended  and 
sanctified  it.  Then  He  called  His  servant  John,  and  aslgjiim  to 
lay  his  hand  upon  Him.  The  servant  approached  and  laid  his 
right  hand  on  his  Creator’s  head,  saying:  My  Lord,  I  do  not 
know  what  to  say  nor  how  to  baptize.  If  I  say  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  You  are  with  Your  Father;  if  I  say  in  the  name  of 
the  Son,  You  are  the  onlv  begotten  Son;  if  I  say  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  one  is  the  threefold  mystery,  the  Father,  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  Lord  of  all,  glory  to  you. 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Eternal  Word  of  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ, 

Who  humbled  the  majesty  of  His  Eternity  and  was  baptized  by 
John,  his  forerunner,  in  the  River  Jordan,  in  order  to  sanctify 
the  waters  by  His  holiness;  sanctify  our  souls  and  our  bodies 
with  Your  abounding  holiness,  so  that,  with  purity  and  holi¬ 
ness,  we  may  offer  glory  to  You,  and  to  Your  Father  and  to 
Your  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  forever  and  ever. 

People:  Amen. 
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They  shall  sing  the  following  hymn  during  the  procession: 


HYMN 
Tune:  Quqoyo 

John  mixed  the  water  of  the  baptistery,  which  Christ 
sanctified  when  He  went  down  into  the  river  to  be  baptized  in 
it.  At  the  moment  when  He  came  out  of  the  water,  heaven  and 
earth  paid  Him  honor.  The  sun  submitted  its  dazzling  light 
and  the  stars  did  obeisance  to  Him  Who  sanctified  all  the 
rivers  and  springs,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

Who  has  ever  seen  two  noble  sisters  such  as  the  pure  bap¬ 
tistery  and  the  Holy  Church;  the  one  gives  birth  to  the  new  and 
spiritual  children  and  the  other  nurtures  them;  whomsoever 
the  baptistery  bears  from  the  water,  the  Holy  Church  receives 
and  presents  to  the  altar,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 

How  miraculous  is  the  time  when  the  priest  stretches  out 
his  right  hand  and  opens  the  font;  the  heavenly  hosts  stand  in 
wonder  when  they  behold  the  mortal  standing  above  the 
flame.  He  calls  the  Holy  Spirit  to  descend  from  on  high,  Who 
quickly  responds  to  his  call  and  performs  his  will  and  sancti¬ 
fies  the  font  for  the  remission  of  sins,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah. 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  FEAST  OF  EPIPHANY1 


When  the  second  service  of  midnight  is  over,  two  deacons 
and  those  who  are  present  in  the  church,  carrying  lighted 
candles  and  fans,  go  to  fetch  water  in  two  small  vessels  and 
bring  them  to  the  sanctuary .  A  small  cross  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  mouth  of  one  of  these  vessels .  The  face  of  the  holder  of  the 
vessel  and  the  jar  itself  should  be  covered  with  a  thin  white 
veil.  At  the  close  of  the  Quqaliun  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
during  the  service  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  the  procession  starts. 
The  clergy  and  the  deacons,  dressed  in  their  vestments, 
carrying  the  Gospel,  the  Cross,  the  censer,  the  fans  and  the 
vessel  containing  the  water,  proceed  from  the  northern  side  of 
the  sanctuary f  going  around  in  the  church  and  returning  to  the 
southern  side  of  the  sactuary.  The  vessel  is  placed  on  a  table, 
in  the  chancel  and  kept  covered  with  the  thin  white  veil  with 
two  lighted  candles  on  both  sides  of  the  table. 

1  —  In  Syriac,  it  is  called  Eedo  D’denho,  the  feast  of  the  Manifestation  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  the  Son  being  baptized;  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a 
dove,  and  coming  upon  Him;  and  the  voice  of  the  Father  saying:  «This  is  My 
beloved  Son,  in  Whom  I  am  Pleased  (Matthew  3:16-17). 


Christmas 


They  Turn  to  the  North . 


Priest:  He  Whom  the  heavenly  beings  glorify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  those  between  exalt 
People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  earthly  beings  hoAor. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  You,  Who  were  born  for 
our  sake,  have  mercy  upon  us. 


They  turn  to  the  South . 

Priest:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Our  Lord,  have  mercy  and  compassion  upon  us. 
Priest:  Our  Lord,  accept  our  services  and  our  prayers 
and  have  mercy  upon  us. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  Glory  to  You,  O  Creator. 

People:  Glory  to  You,  O  Christ  the  King,  Who  has  pity 
on  His  sinful  servants. 


Here  the  whole  congregation  shall  recite  the  Lord's 


Prayer. 
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Christmas 


and  tranquility  on  earth,  glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and  good 
hope  to  mankind. 

Maze’qonootho 

By  Your  Cross,  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  Your  mother’s 
prayers,  remove  and  make  to  cease  from  us  all  the  afflictions 
and  rods  of  wrath,  and  make  Your  peace  and  tranquility  to 
dwell  in  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  therefore  we  beseech 
and  say:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

The  Blessing  Of  The  Four  Corners  Of  The  World. 

Turning  again  to  the  East ,  the  priest ,  who  holds  the  cross 
high ,  shall  say:  He  to  Whom  the  angels  minister. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  cherubim  bless. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  seraphim  sanctify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  Sinners,  with  repen¬ 
tance,  entreat  saying:  O  You,  Who  were  born  for 
our  sake,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

They  turn  to  the  West. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  fiery  hosts  praise. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  God. 

Priest:  He  Whom  the  spiritual  beings  magnify. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Almighty. 

Priest:  He  Whom  mortals  worship. 

People:  Holy  are  You,  O  Immortal.  The  children  of  the 
faithful  Church  entreat  saying:  O  You,  Who 
were  born  for  our  sake,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
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Turning  to  the  North ,  the  priest  recites  the  following 
prayer : 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Gladness  and  exultation  were  granted  to  the 

heavenly  hosts,  and  peace,  tranquility  and  good  hope  to  those 
who  dwell  on  earth,  By  Your  birth  from  the  Virgin,  O  Christ 
our  God,  the  anger  separating  Adam  from  the  Father  was  dis¬ 
solved.  Grant  us,  our  Lord,  that  we  may  rejoice  in  Your  feast 
and  set  us  free  from  all  manner  of  anger,  our  Lord  and  our 
God. 

Eqbo 

Your  soul  was  magnified  and  your  spirit  rejoiced  in  the 
Lord,  your  Lord,  Bearer  of  God,  for  after  His  birth,  He  kept 
you  in  virginity,  God  the  Word,  Who  took  flesh  of  you. 

Maze’qonootho 

Today,  a  child  was  born  Whose  Name  was  called  the 
Wonderful,  truly,  wonderful  is  God  Who  showed  Himself  like 
an  infant;  creation  worships  Him  and  adores  His  saving  Cross; 
therefore  we  beseech  and  say:  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison, 
Kyrie  eleison. 

Turning  to  the  South ,  the  priest  shall  say  the  following 
prayer: 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  O  Son  and  Word  of  the  eternal  Father,  Who,  of 

His  own  free  will,  came  to  birth,  and  maintained  His  mother’s 
virginity  intact  after  His  birth;  grant  us  to  recognize  without 
any  doubt  that  You  are  true  God.  Grant  us  the  peace  and 
tranquility  which  comes  from  You,  with  preservation  from  all 
harm,  our  Lord  and  our  God. 

Eqbo 

Today,  on  the  Nativity  of  the  Son,  the  heavenly  hosts  declared  peace 
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was  born,  and  from  the  East  the  Magi  came  to  honor  Him; 
therefore,  O  faithful,  praise  the  Lord,  thank  Him,  exalt  Him 
and  bless  Him  forever  end  ever. 

Maze’qonootho  (Loudly  Intoned  Prayer) 

On  this  day,  the  Son  of  God  was  born  in  Bethlehem  and 
He  has  fulfilled  the  signs  and  the  illustrations  of  the  prophets 
who  prophesied  concerning  Him;  therefore  we  honor  His 
Birth  and  adore  His  Cross;  thus  we  beseech  and  say:  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 

Turning  to  the  West,  the  priest  recites  the  following 
prayer: 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  An  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Only  begotten,  Who  alone  was  born  of  the  only 

ever  Virgin  Mary,  make  Your  light  to  shine  forth  in  our  souls 
and  may  we  be  worthy  to  cry  out  with  the  angels,  saying: 
Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
to  men,  our  Lord  and  our  God. 

Eqbo 

To  Him  Who,  without  transformation,  was  incarnate  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  full  of  grace  and  continued  in  His  Father’s 
bosom  eternally,  do  we  offer  unceasing  praise,  for  He  alone  is 
glorious. 

Maze’qonootho 

On  this  day,  the  angels  brought  good  tidings  of  great  joy 
to  the  shepherds  saying:  A  Savior  is  born  unto  you  in  the  cave 
of  Bethlehem.  All  the  nations  rejoice  in  His  festival  and  adore 
His  glorious  Cross;  therefore,  we  beseech  and  say:  Kyrie 
eleison,  Kyrie  eleison,  Kyrie  eleison. 
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to  behold  Him,  for  He  made  you  worthy  to  see  Him  when  He 
became  manifest.  You  were  the  first  to  receive  the  beginning 
of  blessings  and  the  origin  of  gladness. 

Come  Isaiah,  behold  the  Virgin  concerning  the  mysteries 
of  whose  Son  you  prophesied.  Emmanuel  dwelt  in  her  womb 
and  sucked  milk  like  an  infant.  Come,  behold  him,  rejoice, 
praise  and  call  upon  the  prophets  to  rejoice  with  you,  for  He 
has  come  and  fulfilled  the  illustrations  of  all  the  seers  of 
visions. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Ho  Qteelu  B’messrain 

Blessed  be  Your  first  birth,  O  Lord,  which  we  rejoicingly 
commemorate  this  day  of  Your  feast.  In  December,  the 
month  of  lengthy  nights,  an  everlasting  bright  day  has  dawned 
upon  us. 

The  earthly  kings  with  their  crowns,  dignity  and  festivals 
have  passed  away.  Your  day,  O  Lord,  is  eternal,  by  it  our 
transgressions  have  been  absolved. 

The  priest ,  facing  the  East ,  holds  the  cross  high  and 
recites  the  following  prayer: 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  And  upon  us  weak  and  sinful... 

Priest:  Make  Us  worthy,  O  Lord,  God,  to  honor  Your 

birth  from  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  adore  in  our  souls  the  blessed 
memory  of  Your  supernatural  birth  in  the  flesh,  and  to  exalt 
Your  life-giving  Cross  with  veneration.  We  beseech  You  to 
regenerate  us,  spiritually,  in  daily  fruitful  works  that  are  plea¬ 
sing  unto  You.  Protect  us  from  all  harm  under  the  arms  of 
Your  holy  Cross,  our  Lord  and  our  God,  forever  and  ever. 

Eqbo 

In  the  cave  of  Bethlehem  the  King  and  the  Lord  of  all  creation 


is  a  sign  for  you:  you  will  find  the  Babe  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes  and  lying  in  a  manger.  And  suddenly  there  appeared 
with  the  angel  a  heavenly  host,  praising  God  and  saying,  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  and  good  hope  for 
men. 

At  this  point,  a  small  fire  is  prepared  before  the  lectern 
and  all  present  sing  the  Gloria: 

Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace... 

Then  the  priest  shall  conclude  the  reading  of  the  Gospel. 

And  it  came  to  pass  when  the  angels  departed  from  them 
and  went  to  heaven,  that  the  shepherds  spoke  to  one  another 
saying,  Let  us  go  to  Bethlehem  and  see  this  thing  that  has 
happened  as  the  Lord  has  shown  to  us.  And  they  came  hur¬ 
riedly  and  found  Mary  and  Joseph  and  the  Babe  laid  in  a 
manger.  When  they  saw  it,  they  made  known  the  word  which 
was  spoken  to  them  concerning  the  Boy.  And  all  who  heard  it 
were  amazed  at  the  things  which  were  spoken  by  the  she¬ 
pherds.  But  Mary  kept  all  these  things,  pondering  them  in  her 
heart.  And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  praising 
God  for  all  they  had  heard  and  seen,  as  it  had  been  told  them. 
Peace  be  to  all  of  you. 

Then  the  clergy  and  the  deacons  shall  sing  the  following 
petition: 

Our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  do  not  close  the  door  of  Your 
mercies... 

Then  they  shall  sing  the  following  anthem  in  the  tune: 
Toobaik  Ofrath. 

Blessed  you  are,  O  Ephratha1,  the  mother  of 
kings  because  out  of  you  came  forth  the  Lord  of  kings. 
It  was  Micah2  who  brought  you  good  tidings  of  Him  Whose 
origin  is  from  of  old  and  the  duration  of  His  life  is  incom¬ 
prehensible.  Blessed  be  your  eyes  that  were  first  before 

1  —  Ephratha  refers  to  Bethlehem.  It  is  an  Aramaic  word  which  means  the  fruitful. 

Bethlehem  is  also  an  Aramic  word  which  means  the  house  of  bread. 

2  —  Micah  5:  2 
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and  they  all  shall  wear  out  like  a  garment.  And  as  a  cloak  You 
shall  fold  them  up  and  they  shall  be  changed,  but  You  are  the 
same,  and  Your  ijears  shall  never  end.  Barekhmore. 

Hulolo  (canticle) 

Deacon:  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah.  The  lord  has  said  to  Me 
You  are  my  Son;  this  day  I  have  begotten  You,  Halleluiah. 
(Psalm  2:7). 

The  thurifer,  holding  the  censer  and  standing  before  the 
Gospel  lectern,  shall  say:  Barekhmore.  With  calm  and  awe  and 
modesty... 

The  priest  reads  the  Gospel  from  Saint  Luke  2:  1-20 

And  it  happened  in  those  days  that  there  went  out  a 
decree  from  Caesar  Augustus  to  take  a  census  of  all  the  people 
in  his  empire.  This  first  census  took  place  during  the  gover¬ 
norship  of  Quirinius  in  Syria.  And  every  man  went  to  be 
registered  in  his  own  city.  Joseph  also  went  up  from  Nazareth, 
a  city  of  Galilee,  to  Judea,  to  the  city  of  David,  which  is  called 
Bethlehem  because  he  was  of  the  house  and  family  of  David, 
with  his  betrothed,  Mary,  while  she  was  with  child,  that  they 
might  be  registered  there.  And  it  came  to  pass  while  they  were 
there  that  her  days  to  be  delivered  were  fulfilled,  And  she  gave 
birth  to  her  first  born  son;  and  she  wrapped  Him  in  swaddling 
clothes  and  laid  Him  in  a  manger  because  they  had  no  room 
wherethey  were  lodging.  Now  there  were  some  shepherds  in 
that  region  where  staying  and  they  were  watching  their  flocks 
at  night.  And  behold,  the  Angel  of  God  came  to  them  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shone  over  them;  and  they  were  seized  with  a 
great  fear.  And  the  angel  said  to  them:  Do  not  be  afraid, 
for  behold,  1  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  will 
be  to  all  the  world.  For  this  day  is  born  to  you  in  the  city 
of  David,  a  Savior,  Who  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And  this 


rain  and  dew  to  irrigate  the  crops  of  the  land.  If  you  have  a 
rational  soul  that  is  filled  with  faith,  let  your  mind  take  wings 
to  see  Him  in  heaven  -as  well  as  on  earth. 

Praise,  praise,  praise,  Halleluiah,  as  the  shepherds 
praised  in  Bethlehem. 

The  deacons  shall  sing  the  following  hymn  before  the 
reading  of  the  Pauline  Epistle:  I  heard  Paul  the  blessed 
Apostle  say,... 

Then  the  deacon  shall  read  the  Epistle  (Hebrews  1:  1-12) 

My  brethren,  from  of  old  God  spoke  to  our  fathers  by  the 
prophets  in  every  manner  and  in  all  ways;  and  in  these  latter 
days  He  has  spoken  to  us  by  His  Son  Whom  He  has  appointed 
heir  of  all  things,  and  by  Whom  also  He  made  all  the  worlds. 
For  He  is  the  brightness  of  His  glory  and  the  express  image  of 
His  being,  upholding  all  things  by  the  power  of  His  word;  and 
having,  through  His  own  person,  cleansed  our  sins,  He  then 
sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high;  and  He  is 
altogether  greater  than  the  angels,  just  as  the  name  He  has 
inherited  is  a  more  excellent  name  than  theirs.  For  to  which  of 
the  angels  has  God  at  any  time  said:  You  are  My  Son,  this  day 
have  I  begotten  You?  And  again,  I  will  be  to  Him  a  Father  and 
He  shall  be  to  me  a  Son.  And  again,  when  he  brought  the  first 
begotten  into  the  world,  He  said:  Let  all  the  angels  of  God 
worship  him.  And  of  the  angels  He  said  thus':  Who  makes  His 
angels  spirits;  His  ministers  a  flaming  fire.  But  of  the  Son  He 
said:  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever;  the  scepter  of 
Your  Kingdom  is  a  righteous  scepter.  You  have  loved  righ¬ 
teousness  and  hated  iniquity;  therefore,  God,  even  Your  God, 
has  anointed  You  with  the  oil  of  gladness  more  than  Your  fel¬ 
lows.  And  from  the  very  beginning  You  have  laid  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  earth;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  Your 
hands.  They  shall  pass  away  but  You  shall  endure; 
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which  has  been  prepared  for  the  perfect  so  that  we  may  join 
the  ranks  of  the  blessed  and  the  congregation  of  Your  saints 
and  with  them  offer  eternal  and  everlasting  praise  to  You,  to 
Your  Father  and  Your  Holy  Spirit  Who  is  blessed,  life-giving 
and  consubstantial  with  You  now  and  forever. 

Priest:  From  God  may  we  receive  remission  of  debts  and 
forgiveness  of  sins  in  both  worlds  now  and  evermore.  Amen. 

HYMN 

Tune:  Quqoyo  (First  Tune) 

Deacons:  On  this  day  of  Your  birth,  O  Son  of  God, 
heaven,  earth  and  all  the  creation  rejoice  exceedingly;  the  vigi¬ 
lant  hosts  cry  out  glory  to  God  in  the  highest;  the  angels 
declare  peace  on  earth;  the  shepherds  and  the  Magi  present 
their  gifts;  the  nations,  the  races  and  all  the  generations  sing 
praise,  Halleluiah  to  Your  birth  which  gives  life  to  all. 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father... 

Deacons:  Blessed  Virgin,  Mother  of  God,  may  your 
commemoration  be  a  blessing  unto  us;  answer  the  requests 'of 
those  who  are  near  and  those  who  are  far;  grant  health  to  the 
sick;  seek  consolation  for  the  depressed  and  cast  out  the  evil 
spirits  from  those  who  are  tempted.  By  your  prayer  and  sup¬ 
plication,  mercy  be  upon  us,  Halleluiah,  may  your  prayer  help 
us. 

Supplication  of  Saint  James 

Deacons:  Sing,  sing,  sing,  Halleluiah,  as  the  shepherds 
sang  in  Bethlehem. 

Come,  O  wise  man  and  see  the  Babe  wrapped  in  swadd¬ 
ling  clothes,  and  marvel  at  Him  for  the  whole  creation  is  sus¬ 
pended  at  His  gesture.  Consider  Him  lying  in  the  manger  with 
His  human  body,  whereas  He  rules  the  heights  and  depths  with 
His  Father. 

As  the  Virgin  was  giving  Him  milk  like  an  infant.  He  was  sending 
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with  gladness  and  exaltation  for  You  made  a  heaven  out  of  the 
earth  once  again,  with  the  angels  and  men  joined  together.  The 
manger  in  which  You  were  lying  was  surrounded  by  the  angelic 
hosts  who  were  praising  and  saying:  «Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  tranquility  and  good  hope  for 
men».  The  fiery  seraphim  agitated  their  wings.  The  shepherds, 
who  received  the  mysterious  tidings  from  the  angels,  went 
quickly  to  the  grotto  of  Bethlehem  to  be  assured  of  what  they 
had  heard  and  they  went  forth  preaching  the  good  tidings.  The 
company  of  the  prophets  were  rejoicing  in  Your  life-giving 
birth  because  their  prophecies  have  come  to  be  true.  The 
angel,  in  the  likeness  of  a  star,  appeared  to  the  Magi.  When 
they  saw  You,  they  worshipped  You;  then  they  offered  their 
threefold  gifts  to  the  great  King  and  God  Who  was  born  in  the 
flesh.  Mary,  the  Blessed  Mother,  was  offering  You  praise, 
adoration  and  loving  hymns.  Joseph,  the  righteous  man  from 
Nazareth,  treated  Your  mother  with  homage  and  respect, 
honoring  her  vigilantly  as  the  bearer  of  God,  for  through  her 
he  was  worthy  to  be  called  the  father  of  Your  humanity, 
without  marriage  and  conjugal  relations.  Therefore,  we,  Your 
sinful  servants,  who  have  been  worthy  to  celebrate  the  festival 
of  Your  birth  in  [he  flesh,  beseech  Your  loving-kindness  not  to 
remember  our  transgressions  forever.  Remember,  O  Lord, 
how  our  thoughts  are  bent  to  evil  and  enter  not  into  judgement 
with  us,  for  by  Your  incarnation  You  have  delivered  us 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  adversary,  but  make  us  worthy, 
through  Your  loving-kindness  to  partake  of  that  blessed  feast 
which  is  enriched  in  divine  virtues  and  to  enter  the  glory 


is  the  King  Who  has  been  born,  Whom  we  have  come  to 
honor,  worship  and  adore?». 

Deacons:  Stomen  kalos  (Stand  well).  Kyrie  eleison  (Lord 
have  mercy). 

Husoyo  (Absolution) 

Priest:  Let  us  pray  and  implore  the  Lord  for  grace  and 
mercy.  Gracious  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  and  help  us.  Make 
us  worthy  to  offer  unto  You  continually,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
seasons,  praise,  thanksgiving,  glory  and  never-ceasing  exalta¬ 
tion. 

Proemion  (Preface) 

Priest:  Glory  to  the  Eternal  Child  Who,  for  our  salva¬ 
tion,  was  incarnate  of  the  Virgin  full  of  grace;  Whose  coming 
was  foretold  by  the  prophets;  Whose  mysterious  conception 
was  announced  by  the  angel  Gabriel;  Whose  good  tidings  were 
proclaimed  by  the  Apostles;  for  Whose  worship  the  Magi 
came  in  haste;  by  Whose  glory  the  shepherds  were  illumined; 
and  by  Whose  manifestation  the  world  has  gained  life;  to  Him 
be  glory,  hononand  majesty  at  this  time  of  the  Nativity  cele¬ 
bration,  and  at  all  festivals,  times,  hours,  seasons  and  through 
all  the  days  of  our  life. 

Deacon:  Amen. 

Sedro 

Who  can  adequately  praise  Your  redemptive  and  life- 
giving  incarnation,  O  Christ,  God.  When  You  beheld  our 
human  race,  pulled  down  from  its  high  estate,  completely 
doomed  to  destruction  and  reduced  to  corruption,  You,  Eternal 
Son  of  the  Eternal  Father,  dwelt  in  the  Holy  Virgin’s  womb, 
and  after  nine  full  months  You  were  born  to  her  in  the  flesh 
supernaturally.  You  arose  and  came  forth  from  her  by  birth 
true  God  and  true  man.  You  were  not  known  by  two  but  from 
two  natures  united  into  one,  divinity  and  humanity,  and  were 
professed  in  one  nature  without  separateness  and  intermixture. 
You  preserved  Your  mother’s  virginity  without  harm  and  after 
Your  divine  birth  from  her  You  kept  her  a  virgin  free  from 
stain.  A  divine  Child,  You  were  born  of  her  miraculously.  And 
on  the  glorious  day  of  Your  birth,  the  whole  creation  was  filled 


Christmas 


The  chariot,  which  the  elect  prophet  Ezekiel  beheld  cannot  be 
compared  to  your  beauty,  O  Holy  Virgin;  yoked  to  it  were  creatures 
and  the  cherubim  giving  praise,  whose  features  of  four  faces  were 
distinguished  from  one  another  in  the  appearance  of  a  lion,  an  ox, 
an  eagle  and  a  man.  As  for  you,  Blessed  Mother,  your  knees  were 
His  chariot,  your  arms  its  wheels  and  Your  mouth  sang  forth 
praises. 

When  the  procession  reaches  before  the  altar ,  the  following 
prayers  are  recited: 

Opening  Prayer 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Deacon:  And  upon  us,  weak  and  sinful,  mercy  and  compas¬ 
sion  in  both  worlds  forever.  Amen. 

Priest:  Make  us  worthy,  O  lord  God,  to  hallow  You  with  the 
holy  seraphim  without  investigation;  to  bless  You  with  the  blessed 
cherubim  without  hesitation;  to  glorify  You  with  the  exalted  powers 
without  hindrance;  to  adore  You  with  the  heavenly  hosts  without 
any  blame;  to  exalt  You  with  the  innocent  shepherds  unceasingly;  to 
worship  You  with  the  discerning  wise  men  steadfastly;  and  to 
rejoice  in  You,  with  Mary  who  bore  You;  eternally;  now  and 
always,  forever  and  ever. 

Quqaliun  (First  Tune)  Psalm  2:  7-10 

The  Lord  has  said  to  Me,  You  are  My  Son,  Halleluiah,  Halle¬ 
luiah,  this  day  have  I  begotten  You. 

Ask  of  Me  and  I  shall  give  You,  Halleluiah,  Halleluiah,  the 
heathen  for  Your  inheritance. 

And  the  uttermost  pasts  of  the  earth  for  Your  dominion,  Hal¬ 
leluiah,  Halleluiah,  You  shall  shepherd  them  with  a  rod  of  iron. 

You  shall  break  them  like  a  potter’s  vessel,  Halleluiah,  Halle¬ 
luiah,  now,  O  kings,  be  instructed. 

Deacons:  Barekhmore  (Bless,  my  lord). 

Priest:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Eqbo  (Concluding  Prayer) 

Deacons:  Christ  was  born  in  Bethlehem  and  from  the  East  the 
Magi  came  to  honor  Him.  They  were  inquiring  and  saying:  «Where 
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Christmas 


HYMN 


Tune:  Bkhul  Medem  Ethbaqith 


The  Virgin  has  begotten  the  Wonderful1;  let  us  go  and 
behold  Him,  Who  is  older  than  time,  wrapped  in  swaddling 
clothes,  the  Old  One,  the  Ancient  of  Days,  Who  was  born  of 
the  Virgin;  the  Almighty,  Who  weighs  the  mountains  was 
carried  on  the  maiden’s  arms;  He,  Who  gives  food  to  the 
hungry,  was  sucking  milk  like  a  babe,  the  Son,  Who  is  without 
beginning,  wished  to  have  a  beginning;  He  came  to  be  born, 
whereas  He  is  eternal. 

The  righteous  of  ancient  times  called  Mary,  the  Holy 
Virgin,  daughter  of  David  charming  and  beautiful  names, 
Ezekiel  of  the  captivity,  called  her  a  closed  gate,  Solomon,  an 
enclosed  garden  and  a  sealed  fountain;  David,  a  city  wherein 
Christ  was  the  herb  that  germinated  without  a  seed  and 
became  provisions  unto  the  nations,  and  has  exalted  her 
commemoration  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

At  the  commemoration  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  the  Mother 
of  God,  the  whole  creation  rejoices  and  sings  praises  to  the 
Son  of  the  Good  One  Who  dawned  from  her  and  set  us  free 
from  the  curse.  He  was  slapped  in  the  court  and  He  dissolved 
the  judgment  and  brought  back  the  human  race  to  Paradise 
whence  they  were  driven  out.  By  His  blood  all  the  nations  have 
been  redeemed  and  the  Church,  His  bride,  rejoices  in  Him  and 
His  mother  who  bore  Him  sings  praise  to  Him. 

1  —  Isaiah  9:6 
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THE  ORDER  OF  THE  BIRTH  OF  OUR  SAVIOR 


JESUS  CHRIST 


(Commonly  called  Christmas  Day) 


Most  of  our  Churches  in  the  Middle  East  and  India  per¬ 
form  the  solemn  procession  of  this  Holy  Festival  at  the  close 
of  the  third  Qawmo  of  the  midnight  service,  but  in  order  not 
to  deprive  the  faithful  of  the  blessings  of  this  holy  occasion, 
this  procession  is  performed  at  the  close  of  the  Quqaliun  for 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  during  the  service  of  the  Holy 
Eucharist. 


The  clergy  and  the  deacons,  dressed  in  their  vestments, 
carrying  the  Gospel,  the  Cross,  the  censer,  the  lit  candles  and 
the  fans,  proceed  from  the  northern  side  of  the  sanctuary, 
going  around  in  the  Church  and  returning  to  the  southern  side 
of  the  sanctuary. 


During  this  procession,  they  shall  sing  the  following 


hymn. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Among  the  service  books  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of 
Antioch  is  the  Ma’de’dono  or  book  of  the  principal  feasts  of  the 
Church.  The  volume  contains  the  special  services  to  be  conducted 
on  the  various  holy  days  of  the  Lord  from  the  Nativity  (December 
25th)  through  the  Feast  of  the  Holy  Cross  (September  14th),  inclu¬ 
ding  special  Lenten  forgiveness  rites  as  well  as  services  for  the 
various  feasts  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  other  saints  of  the 
Church.  These  services  reflect  several  traditions  or  «orders»  of  the 
Church,  the  most  important  of  which  are  the  Orders  of  Edessa, 
Amid,  Mardin,  Tur  Abdin  and  the  Order  of  the  East  as  observed  in 
Tikrit  and  Mosul  as  well  as  those  of  the  Monasteries  of  St.  Bar- 
saumo,  St.  Gabriel  and  St.  Hananya. 

Concerning  the  Ma’de’dono,  the  Treasure  of  Hymns  compiled 
by  Metropolitan  Simon  of  Ain  Ward  (+  1490)  and  quoted  by  His 
Holiness  Patriarch  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  Ephrem  I  Barsoum  in  his 
History  of  Syriac  Sciences  and  Literature  remarks: 

To  begin  with ,  we  have  the  Order  of  the  Nativity  according  to 
the  tradition  of  the  Church  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  in  Mardin ,  the 
Order  of  Epiphany  revised  by  James  of  Edessa  (  +  708)...  Then ,  the 
Order  of  the  Presentation  of  our  Lord  in  the  Temple  according  to 
the  tradition  of  Mardin ,  the  Order  of  Forgiveness  for  Lent ,  a  second 
Order  according  to  the  tradition  of  Mardin ,  the  Order  of  the  Bles¬ 
sing  of  Palms  transcribed  from  the  copy  of  Rabban  Saliba  Khiron 
( + 1340)  from  the  copy  of  Patriarch  Michael  the  Great  ( 4- 1199),  the 
Order  of  Lights  according  to  the  Edessan  tradition,...  the  Order  of 
Good  Friday  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Church  of  the  Forty 
Martyrs  in  Mardin,  a  second  Order  according  to  the  tradition  of  the 
Monastery  of  St.  Gabriel  in  Tur  Abdin,  the  Order  of  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  according  to  the  traditions  of  the  Monasteries  of  St.  Barsaumo 
and  St.  Hananya  and  another  Order  of  the  Resurrection  according 
to  the  established  tradition  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Gabriel. 


In  addition,  the  Ma’de’dono  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Awgin 
(Eugene)  provides  us  with  the  special  seryices  of  benediction  to  be 
employed  on  feasts  of  the  Blessed  Mother  of  God  and  the  other 
saints  of  the  Church. 

In  the  complication  of  the  present  text,  we  have  consulted  a 
Jerusalem  manuscript  in  our  keeping  of  the  tradition  of  Tur  Abdin, 
a  manuscript  of  the  Za’faran  Monastery  (Mardin)  and  the  printed 
edition  utilized  by  our  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch  in  India. 
We  have  carefully  tried  to  select  the  most  complete  texts  available  to 
us  and  to  present  these  in  their  entirety  together  with  the  proces¬ 
sional  hymns  for  the  various  holy  days.  Due  to  changing  circums¬ 
tances  and  needs,  it  may  be  found  necessary  for  pastors  to  prudently 
abridge  these  services  to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  parishes. 

We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  Archdeacon  Murad  Saliba 
Barsom  for  his  meticulous  efforts  and  long  hours  in  carefully  trans¬ 
lating  the  Syriac  text  of  our  edition  and  rendering  it  into  an  English 
translation  that  is  both  accurate  and  readable.  May  God  richly  bless 
Archdeacon  Barsom  and  bring  his  labors  to  rich  spiritual  fulfill¬ 
ment.  We  likewise  wish  to  thank  all  of  those  who  have  helped  us  in 
the  editing  and  typing  of  the  present  edition  during  its  manuscript 
stage  and  to  those  who  have  so  carefully  proofread  the  work.  May 
their  efforts  and  those  of  all  who  have  made  this  edition  possible 
result  in  helping  our  faithful  to  come  more  fully  to  appreciate  the 
precious  traditions  of  our  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  and  to  actively 
participate  in  its  liturgical  life.  We  especially  wish  to  acknowledge 
our  endebtedness  to  the  late  Mr.  Issa  Marogi  of  Jerusalem  who 
generously  contributed  five  thousand  dollars  toward  the  publication 
of  this  book.  The  publication  of  the  present  volume  is  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  our  efforts  to  translate  the  various  service  books  of  our 
Church  into  English  for  the  sake  of  helping  our  younger  generation 
in  North  America  to  better  understand  their  Church  and  preserve  its 
rich  traditions  for  the  generations  to  come. 

Athanasius  Yeshue  Samuel, 

Archbishop 

1984 

LODI,  new  Jersey 
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Tft/s  book  is  dedicated  to  the  blessed  memory  of  His  Eminence 
Mar  Philoxenos  Yuhanon  Dolaponu,  late  Metropolitan  of 
Mardin,  Turkey,  our  beloved  teacher  and  spiritual  director 
who  introduced  us  to  the  heavenly  blessings  of  the  spiritual  life 
and  the  Holy  Mysteries  of  our  Church. 


Archbishop  Mar  Athanasius  Y.  Samuel 
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appropriates  it  to  himself  or  herself,  or 
cuts  anything  out  oi  it,  should  realize 
that  (s)he  will  have  to  give  answer  before 
God’s  awesome  tribunal  as  ii  (s)he  had 
robbed  a  sanctuary,  bet  such  a  person  be 
held  anathema  and  receive  no  forgiveness 
until  the  book  is  returned.  So  be  it. 
Amen!  And  anyone  who  removes  these 
anathemas,  digitally  or  otherwise,  shall 
himselt  receive  them  in  double. 
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